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Abstract: Ukrainian Literature: A Wartime Guide for Anglophone
Readers is an introduction for general readers and students to Ukrainian

literature in English translation. It takes as its starting point the
responses of Ukrainian poets and prose writers to Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and the preceding eight-year war. Each of
the Element’s ten sections describes a key event in Ukrainian cultural
history in its literary context, surveying related works and their authors,
Ukrainian and international literary and intellectual movements, and
developments in political and social life. The Element gives pre-
eminent attention to a theme that the war has foregrounded: the

enduringly fraught relationship of Ukraine and Russia. While focussing
mainly on texts in Ukrainian, the Element refers to other literary

cultures – Polish, Russian, Jewish and Crimean Tatar, among others –
whose participants were active on the territory of today’s Ukraine.
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