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Abstract: This Element delves into the relationship between logic and
the sciences, a topic brought to prominence by Quine, who regarded
logic as methodologically and epistemologically akin to the sciences.
For this reason, Quine is seen as the forefather of anti-exceptionalism
about logic (AEL), a stance that has become prevalent in the philosophy
of logic today. Despite its popularity and the volume of research it
inspires, some core issues still lack clarity. For one thing, most works in
the debate remain vague on what should count as logic and what
should count as a science. Furthermore, the terms of the comparison
are rarely specified and discussed in a systematic way. This Element
purports to advance the debate on these crucial issues with the hope of
fostering our understanding of the fundamentals of AEL. This title is
also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Keywords: logic, science, logical anti-exceptionalism, philosophy of logic,
demarcation problem in science and logic

© Filippo Ferrari and Massimiliano Carrara 2025

ISBNs: 9781009547819 (HB), 9781009233903 (PB), 9781009233897 (OC)
ISSNs: 2516-418X (online), 2516-4171 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009547819
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54781-9 — Logic and Science
Filippo Ferrari , Massimiliano Carrara
Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Introduction
1 On Full-Blooded Exceptionalism
2 Quine’s Philosophy of Logic
3 Demarcation in Science
4 Demarcation in Logic
5 Logic and Science: A Multicriteria Approach

Conclusions

References

18

26

36

47

63

68

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009547819
www.cambridge.org

