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THE ANCIENT SCHOLIA TO HOMER ’S ILIAD

Volume 1: Books 1–2

With roots in the Homeric scholarship produced in the Library of
Alexandria in the third and second centuries bce, the ancient scholia to
the Iliad constitute the richest and most extensive collection of ancient
criticism on the most widely read poem in Greco-Roman antiquity.
Excerpted from lost works of ancient scholarship and transmitted as
marginal and interlinear comments in medieval manuscripts of the Iliad,
these scholia contain a remarkable wealth of insights into the constitution
of the Homeric text, the readings and editorial principles of ancient
grammarians, the literary interpretations of ancient critics, and the lessons
that ancient readers took from Homer. This volume provides the first
English translation of the ancient scholia to Iliad books 1–2. With a clear
and accessible introduction, extensive explanatory notes, and a glossary of
ancient scholars, this book serves as the ideal guide to this complex and
fascinating tradition.

bill beck is an Assistant Professor at Indiana University, Bloomington
and co-editor of The Ancient Scholia to Homer’s Iliad: Exegesis and
Interpretation (2021). His research has been supported by the US–UK
Fulbright Commission, the American School of Classical Studies at
Athens, the Fondation Hardt, the Institute for Advanced Study at Indiana
University, Bloomington, and the Loeb Classical Library Foundation.
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Abbreviations

Books and Reference Works

Abbreviations of journals follow the conventions of L’Année
philologique. The following abbreviations are also used:

BNJ I. Worthington, Brill’s New Jacoby, Brill Online 2007–
BNP H. Cancik and H. Schneider, Brill’s New Pauly, English translation

edited by C. F. Salazar, Leiden and Boston 2006–
CPG E. L. von Leutsch and F. W. Schneidewin, Corpus paroemiographorum

Graecorum, 2 vols., Göttingen 1839–51 (repr. Hildesheim 1965)
DK H. Diels and W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker, 3 vols., Berlin

1952
G.G. Grammatici Graeci, Leipzig 1867–1910 (repr. Hildesheim 1965).

1.1 G. Uhlig, Dionysii Thracis Ars grammatica, Leipzig 1883 (repr.
Hildesheim 1965)

1.2 (repr. 2.1.2) R. Schneider, Apollonii Dyscoli quae supersunt:
Commentarium criticum et exegeticum in Apollonii scripta
minora, Leipzig 1902 (repr. Hildesheim 1965)

1.3 A. Hilgard, Scholia in Dionysii Thracis Artem grammaticam,
Leipzig 1901 (repr. Hildesheim 1965)

2.1 (repr: 2.1.1) R. Schneider, Apollonii Dyscoli quae supersunt:
Apollonii scripta minora, Leipzig 1878 (repr. Hildesheim
1965)

2.2 G. Uhlig, Apollonii Dyscoli quae supersunt: Apollonii Dyscoli De
constructione libri quattuor, Leipzig 1910 (repr. Hildesheim
1965)

2.3 R. Schneider, Apollonii Dyscoli quae supersunt: Librorum
Apollonii deperditorum fragmenta, Leipzig 1910 (repr.
Hildesheim 1965)

3.1 A. Lentz, Herodiani technici reliquiae, Leipzig 1867 (repr.
Hildesheim 1965)

3.2 A. Lentz, Herodiani technici reliquiae, Leipzig 1868–70 (repr.
Hildesheim 1965)

4.1 A. Hilgard, Theodosii Alexandrini canones, Georgii Choerobosci
scholia, Sophronii Patriarchae Alexandrini excerpta, Leipzig
1889 (repr. Hildesheim 1965)
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4.2 A. Hilgard, Theodosii Alexandrini canones, Georgii Choerobosci
scholia, Sophronii Patriarchae Alexandrini excerpta, Leipzig
1894 (repr. Hildesheim 1965)

IEG M. L. West, Iambi et Elegi Graeci, 2 vols., Oxford 1989–92
LfgrE B. Snell and H. Erbse, Lexicon des frühgriechischen Epos, Göttingen

1955–2010
LSJ H. G. Liddell, R. Scott, and H. S. Jones, A Greek-English Lexicon, 9th

ed., Oxford 1940
PCG R. Kassel and C. Austin, Poetae Comici Graeci, 8 vols., Berlin and

New York 1983–2001
PMG D. L. Page, Poetae Melici Graeci, Oxford 1962
PW H. W. Parke and D. E. W. Wormell, The Delphic Oracle, vol. 2, Oxford

1956
RE G. Wissowa et al., Paulys Realencyclopädie der classischen

Altertumswissenschaft, 24 vols., 9 supp. vols., Stuttgart and Munich
1893–1978

SH H. Lloyd-Jones and P. J. Parsons, Supplementum Hellenisticum, Berlin
1983

StVF H. von Arnim, Stoicorum veterum fragmenta, 4 vols., Leipzig 1903–24
TrGF B. Snell, R. Kannicht, and S. Radt, Tragicorum Graecorum fragmenta:

Editio correctior et addendis aucta, 5 vols., Göttingen 1986–2004

Ancient Authors and Texts

Abbreviations of ancient authors and texts follow the conventions of
the Oxford Classical Dictionary (4th edition), with the following
additions and exceptions.

Ap. Dysc. Apollonius Dyscolus
Adv. On Adverbs
Pron. On Pronouns
Synt. On Syntax

Ap. S. Apollonius Sophista, Homeric Lexicon
Ariston. Aristonicus, On the Critical Signs of the Iliad and the

Odyssey
[Arcad.] Pseudo-Arcadius’ Epitome of Herodian’s ‘On General

Prosody’
Choer. Choeroboscus

O. Orthography
Sp. On breathings
Th. Commentary on the Canons of Theodosius

of Alexandria
Cocond. Trop. Cocondrius, Tropes
D lost compilation-commentary from which the

D-scholia derive

x List of Abbreviations
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Dhist the mythographical component of the D-scholia that
derives from the Mythographus Homericus

Did. Didymus, On the Aristarchean Recension
[Dion. Hal.] Ars
Rhet.

Pseudo-Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Art of Rhetoric

Dion. Thrax Ars
Gramm.

Art of Grammar

Ep. Hom. Epimerismi Homerici
Er. Path. Erotika Pathemata
Erot. Erotianus, Collection of Hippocratic Words
Et. Gen. Etymologicum Genuinum
Et. Gud. Etymologicum Gudianum
Et. Magn. Etymologicum Magnum
Eust. Comm. Il. Eustathius, Commentary on the Iliad
ex. one of the lost exegetical commentaries from which

the exegetical scholia derive
Greg. Naz. Alph. Gregorius of Nazianzus, Alphabetical Paraenesis
[Hdt.] Vit. Hom. Pseudo-Herodotus, Life of Homer
Heracl. Hom.
Alleg.

Heraclitus, Homeric Allegories

Hrd. Herodian
Gen. General Prosody
Il. Pros. Iliadic Prosody
Mod. On Modifications of Words
Nom. Der. On Nominal Derivatives
Orth. Orthography

[Hrd.] Pseudo-Herodian
Fig. De figuris
Part. Partitiones

Lesb. Fig. Lesbonax, De Figuris
Lib. Progymn. Libanius, Progymnasmata
Meth. Methodius
MH Mythographus Homericus
Nic. Nicanor, On Punctuation in Homer
Nicand. Ther. Nicander, Theriaca
Or. Orion, Etymologicon
Philox. Philoxenus
[Plut.] Pseudo-Plutarch

Vit. Hom. A Life of Homer A
Vit. Hom. B Life of Homer B

Porph. Porphyry
HQ Homeric Questions

Procl. Chrest. Proclus, Chrestomathia
Σ scholion, scholia
Sept. Ephemeris Lucius Septimius, Ephemeris of Dictys Cretensis
Strabo Strabo, Geography
Tryph. Tryphon
Tzetz. Ex. Il. Tzetzes, Exegesis of the Iliad

List of Abbreviations xi
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VMK Viermännerkommentar
WD Works and Days

Manuscripts

a lost ancestor of Ap.H.
A Venetus A, Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, gr. Z. 454 (= 822),

10th century
Ail interlinear scholion in A, located between the lines of the Homeric text
Aim intermarginal scholion in A, located between the main marginal scholia

and the Homeric text
Aint interior scholion in A, located in the interior margin
Ap.H. lost archetype of Venetus A
b lost archetype of mss. BCE3E4

B Venetus B, Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, gr. Z. 453 (= 821),
11th century

*B second hand of B, which added excerpts from Porphyry’s Homeric
Questions and Heraclitus’ Homeric Allegories, 12th/13th century

β lost hyparchetype of mss. BE3E4

β
´ lost hyparchetype of the exegetical scholia in B and E4

*β lost hyparchetype of the excerpts of Porphyry and Heraclitus in *B
and E4

c lost archetype of the manuscripts of the bT-family
C Florence, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Plut. 32.3, 12th century
d lost archetype of the manuscripts of the d-family
E3 Madrid, El Escorial, Real Biblioteca, Graec. 291, Υ.I.1 (294 Andrés),

11th century
E4 Madrid, El Escorial, Real Biblioteca, Graec. 509, Ω.I.12 (513 Andrés),

13th century
Ge Geneva, Bibliothèque de Genève, gr. 44, 13th century
h lost archetype of the manuscripts of the h-family, 11th/12th century
Li Leipzig, Universitätsbibliothek, Cod. gr. 32 (olim 1275), 14th/15th

century
P11 Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France, gr. 2766, 15th century
Pal2 Heidelberg, Universitätsbibliothek, Pal. gr. 222, 14th/15th century
Q Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, gr. 33, 11th century
T London, British Museum, Burney 86, 11th century
Til interlinear scholion in T, located between the lines of the Homeric text
U Ambrosianus L 116 sup. (gr. 502), 13th century
X Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, gr. 32, 12th century
Y Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, gr. 2193, 11th century
Z Rome, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, gr. 6 + Madrid, Biblioteca

Nacional, 4626, 9th century

xii List of Abbreviations
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General Abbreviations

acc. accusative
act. active
al. and elsewhere
aor. aorist
c. century
dat. dative
fem. feminine
fr. fragment
frr. fragments
gen. genitive
impf. imperfect
ind. indicative
inf. infinitive
l. line
ll. lines
masc. masculine
mid. middle
ms. manuscript
mss. manuscripts
neut. neuter
nom. nominative
opt. optative
pass. passive
pl. plural
pres. present
sing. singular
subj. subjunctive
voc. vocative
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