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REMAKING THE WORLD

How should we understand Europe’s special role in world history, and the
enduring impact it made on the rest of the globe? Jerrold Seigel traces both
the positive and negative sides of the continent’s distinctiveness to its
absence of effective central authority, the division and competition
between its states and peoples, and its propensity for developing autono-
mous spheres of activity. Remaking the World analyzes how these features
fostered Europe’s characteristic preoccupation with a politics of liberty, its
evolution of an aesthetic sphere animated by values speciûc to itself, its
singular capacity to revolutionize scientiûc understanding, and its ability
to bring about the ûrst transition to a modern industrial economy.
Extended and substantive comparisons with Africa, India, China, and
the lands that came under the rule of the Ottomans demonstrate the
absence of similar phenomena elsewhere, whereas in Europe they also
helped generate the malign force of imperial expansion.

jerrold seigel is the William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of History
Emeritus at New York University. His work ranges from intellectual and
cultural history to the evolution of society and politics. Previous publica-
tions include The Idea of the Self: Thought and Experience in Western

Europe since the Seventeenth Century (2005), and Modernity and

Bourgeois Life: Society, Politics and Culture in England, France, and

Germany since 1750 (2012), which won the 2014 Laura Shannon Prize.

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

REMAKING THE WORLD

European Distinctiveness and the Transformation
of Politics, Culture, and the Economy

JERROLD SEIGEL
New York University

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009541664

DOI: 10.1017/9781009541671

© Jerrold Seigel 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place

without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009541671

First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-54166-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

List of Figures page vii
Acknowledgments viii

1 Introduction 1

part i Liberty and Liberties 15

2 A Preoccupation with Liberty 17

3 From Liberties to Liberty 39

4 Other Liberties 61

part ii Autonomy and Teleocracy 93

5 Spaces of Autonomy: The Church, Universities, and the Bounds
of Reason 95

6 Classical Humanism and Aesthetics 111

7 Science as a Sphere of Autonomy 130

8 Teleocratic Sciences 160

part iii Openness and Domination 179

9 Other Peoples, Other Places 181

10 Empire: Material Expansion and Moral Contraction 202

11 Courage and Weakness: Anti-Imperialism and Its Limits in the
Nineteenth Century 218

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

part iv Making Industry Modern 237

12 Autonomy and Transformation: Britain 239

13 Transformation and Autonomy: France and Germany 262

14 Ready or Not? China and India 285

15 Conclusion 309

Notes 314
Index 360

vi contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FIGURES

1 Shitao, Reminiscences of Qin-Huai (Cleveland Museum of Art) page 126
2 Shitao, 10,000 Ugly Inkblots, 1685 (Alamy Images) 126–27
3 Johannes Stabius, World Map (1515), engraved by Albrecht Dürer

(Wikimedia Commons) 132
4 Frontispiece to Francis Bacon, Instauratio Magna, 1620 (British Museum) 135
5 Anonymous, Portrait of Matteo Ricci in China (Wikimedia Commons) 188
6 Edouard Manet, Execution of Emperor Maximillian, 1867 (Metropolitan

Museum of Art) 206

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-54166-4 — Remaking the World
Jerrold Seigel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is a pleasure to express my gratitude to friends and colleagues who have
aided me in bringing this book to completion, by reading and discussing drafts
with me, advising me about literature and interpretive questions (especially in
ûelds where I have not tried to work before), providing settings for collective
discussion, and offering both encouragement and warnings at appropriate
moments. Many thanks to Rochelle Gurstein, Sophia Rosenfeld, Isser
Woloch, Anthony La Vopa, Robert L. Tignor (alas no longer here to receive
this message), Jonathan Hay, Frederick Cooper, and especially Pierre-Étienne
Will (only some of whosemany kindnesses are acknowledged in the endnotes).
I’m particularly grateful to those who provided help despite having some
reservations about the project, and I hope I may have allayed some of their
doubts. I also owe much to four anonymous readers for Cambridge University
Press; to Liz Friend-Smith, who provided a steady hand and wise counsel
through the extended process of submitting and revising the manuscript; and
to Jem Langworthy, whose careful reading of the whole text added consistency
and clarity to many passages. Finally, I can hardly imagine doing this book
without the support of my wife, Jayn Rosenfeld, who has lovingly enriched my
life with hers, while putting up with my ambitions and shortcomings over
many years.

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781009541664
www.cambridge.org

