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Uneasy Allies

This timely collection of essays examines Sino-American relations during

World War II, the Chinese Civil War, and the opening of the Cold War.

Drawing on new sources uncovered in China, Taiwan, the United Kingdom,

and the United States, the authors demonstrate how ‘grassroots’ engage-

ments – not just elite diplomacy – established the trans-Pacific networks that

both shaped the postwar order in Asia and continue to influence Sino-US

relations today. In these crucial years, servicemen, scientists, students, busi-

nesspeople, activists, bureaucrats, and many others traveled between the

United States and China. In every chapter, this innovative volume’s approach

uncovers their stories using both Chinese and English language sources.

By examining interactions among various Chinese and American actors in

the dynamic wartime environment, Uneasy Allies reveals a new perspective

on the foundations of American power, the brittle nature of the Sino-

American relationship, and the early formation of the institutions that shaped

the Cold War Pacific.

zach fredman is a historian of the United States and modern China. He is

the author of The Tormented Alliance: American Servicemen and the

Occupation of China, 1941–1949 and winner of the Edward M. Coffman

First Book Manuscript Prize.

judd c. kinzley is a historian of modern Chinese history at the University of

Wisconsin–Madison. He is the author of Natural Resources and the New

Frontier: Constructing Modern China’s Borderlands.

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Uneasy Allies

Sino-American Relations at the Grassroots,

1937–1949

Edited by

Zach Fredman

Duke Kunshan University

Judd C. Kinzley

University of Wisconsin–Madison

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009534949

DOI: 10.1017/9781009534970

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009534970

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Fredman, Zach, editor. | Kinzley, Judd, editor.
Title: Uneasy allies : Sino-American relations at the grassroots, 1937-1949 / edited

by Zach Fredman, Duke Kunshan University, and Judd Kinzley, University of
Wisconsin, Madison.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York : Cambridge University
Press, 2024. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024013538 (print) | LCCN 2024013539 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781009534949 (hardback) | ISBN 9781009534987 (paperback) |
ISBN 9781009534970 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: United States–Foreign relations–China. | China–Foreign
relations–United States. | United States–Foreign relations–1933-1945. | United
States–Foreign relations–1945-1953 | China–Foreign relations–1912-1949 |
China–Foreign relations–1949-1976.

Classification: LCC E183.8.C5 U44 2024 (print) | LCC E183.8.C5 (ebook) |
DDC 327.73051–dc23/eng/20240325

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024013538
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024013539

ISBN 978-1-009-53494-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page vii

List of Contributors viii

Acknowledgments x

1 Introduction: Toward a Grassroots History of

Sino-US Relations 1

zach fredman and judd c. kinzley

Part I An Informal Alliance

2 Herbert Yardley and the Grassroots Origins of

Sino-American Wartime Intelligence Cooperation 21

chang jui-te

3 Allied Military Competition in South China and the Rise of

American Power 38

kwong chi man

4 Gong Peng and Sino-American Public Diplomacy in

Wartime Chongqing 56

jack neubauer

Part II Entanglements of American Empire

5 Pan American Airlines and the Birth of Chinese

Air Power 77

mary augusta brazelton

6 The Three Gorges Dam and Sino-American

Hydraulic Planning 95

covell f. meyskens

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Part III American Power and the New World Order

7 American Peace Movements and the Legacies of Transpacific

Wartime Activism 115

ke ren

8 The China Institute in America and the Politics of China’s

Cultural Diplomacy 136

yanqiu zheng

9 Sino-American Wartime Material Exchange and the Economic

Foundations of the Cold War Order 153

judd c. kinzley

Part IV The New Imperialism

10 Haydon Boatner and Sino-American Military Cooperation 173

david cheng chang

11 Dealing with the Dead in the China-Burma-India Theater 194

linh d. vu

12 Qingdao and the Politics of Occupation in Postwar China 215

zhiguo yang

13 The Debate over ‘Jeep Girls’ in Postwar China 235

chunmei du

14 Smuggling, Military Jurisdiction, and the Remaking

of US Empire in Postwar China 254

zach fredman

15 Conclusion: Legacies and Lessons of Wartime

Sino-American Relations, 1937–1939 271

zach fredman

Bibliography 281

Index 307

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

7.1 Demonstration against Japanese aggression toward China,

sponsored by the American League Against War and Fascism,

Washington, DC, August 27, 1937. Note the presence

of African American and women protestors page 126

7.2 Dr. Ida Sung reading The Fight in an Yan’an Cave 130

7.3 Rockwell Kent and Lu Cui at the American Congress for

Peace and Democracy, 1939 134

10.1 Lt. Gen. Sun Liren, Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell, and Brig.

Gen. Haydon L. Boatner looking over Bren guns during

inspection of the headquarters of the Chinese New 38th

Division, 1943 178

11.1 Men of the 14th Air Force and Chinese civilians honor war

dead during Memorial Day Services in China. Date: 1944 200

11.2 Chinese soldier of the Fifth Route Air Force, in full battle dress,

stands at attention at foot of Catafalque. Military requiem mass

in honor of the deceased personnel of the Fourteenth Air Force

has been concluded. Date: 1945 201

11.3 Beneath these white crosses are allied prisoners of war in a

Mukden, Manchuria War Cemetery. Date: September 26, 1947 203

11.4 Sketch of permanent tomb marker for the Chinese Army dead

in India. Date: 1945 210

12.1 A Marine platoon marching to its drill ground in the Shandong

University campus 222

12.2 Marine guards explaining to Chinese civilians in Qingdao

that the area behind them is a closed military zone 226

12.3 US Marine W. F. Reardon paying his rickshaw puller for a ride

in Qingdao 227

12.4 A Marine rickshaw pulling race with Chinese pullers happily

sitting on their own “vehicles,” Beiping, November 1945 233

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contributors

mary augusta brazelton is an Associate Professor in the Department of

History and Philosophy of Science at the University of Cambridge. She is

the author of Mass Vaccination: Citizens’ Bodies and State Power in

Modern China (Cornell University Press, 2019) and China in Global

Health: Past and Present (Cambridge University Press, 2023).

david cheng chang is Associate Professor of the Humanities at the Hong

Kong University of Science and Technology and Visiting Professor of

History at Ewha Womans University. His first book, The Hijacked War:

The Story of Chinese POWs in the Korean War, was published by Stanford

University Press in 2020.

chang jui-te is Adjunct Research Fellow at the Institute of Modern History,

Academia Sinica. He is the author of most recently of Silent but Significant:

The Role of Chiang Kai-shek’s Personal Secretariat in Wartime China

(2017, in Chinese), which took the Academia Sinica Scholarly Book

Award in 2018. His book dealing with Chiang Kai-shek’s marshalling of

intellectual talents in Republican China is in press.

chunmei du is Associate Professor of History at Lingnan University. She is

the author of Gu Hongming’s Eccentric Chinese Odyssey (University of

Pennsylvania Press, 2019) and the editor of The United States and East

Asian Societies during the Cold War (Taipei: Showwe Publishing, 2023).

zach fredman is Associate Professor of History at Duke Kunshan University,

where he also serves as chair of the Division of Arts and Humanities. His

first book, The Tormented Alliance: American Servicemen and the

Occupation of China, 1941–1949, was published by the University of

North Carolina Press in 2022.

judd c. kinzley is a Professor of Modern Chinese History at the University of

Wisconsin, Madison. His first book, Natural Resources and the New

Frontier: Constructing Modern China’s Borderlands was published by the

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University of Chicago Press in 2018. He is currently completing a book on

Chinese resources and the Allied war effort in World War II.

kwong chi man is Associate Professor in the History Department of Hong

Kong Baptist University. He published Eastern Fortress: A Military History

of Hong Kong, 1840–1970 (Hong Kong University Press, 2014, co-

authored), War and Geopolitics in Interwar Manchuria (Brill, 2017), and

Hongkongers in the British Armed Forces (Oxford University Press, 2022).

covell f. meyskens is Associate Professor of History at the Naval

Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA. His first book, Mao’s Third Front:

The Militarization of Cold War China, was published by Cambridge

University Press in 2020.

jack neubauer is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at

National Chengchi University. His work has previously appeared in journals

such as Modern China and the Journal of the History of Childhood and

Youth. He received his PhD in history from Columbia University.

ke ren is Assistant Professor of History at the College of the Holy Cross. He is

completing a book manuscript on the late Qing diplomat-writer Chen Jitong

and researching Chinese engagement in peace movements and transnational

activism in the global World War II.

linh d. vu is Associate Professor of History at Arizona State University. Her

first book, Governing the Dead: Martyrs, Memorials, and Necrocitizenship

in Modern China, was published by Cornell University Press in 2021.

zhiguo yang is a historian of modern China and a Professor of History at the

University of Wisconsin, River Falls, where he also serves as department

chair. His most recent project examines the 1945 to 1949 U.S. Marine Corps

occupation of Qingdao, China.

yanqiu zheng received his PhD in modern Chinese history from

Northwestern University and is Associate Director of Asia and Pacific

Programs at St. Lawrence University’s Center for International and

Intercultural Studies. His first book, In Search of Admiration and Respect:

Chinese Cultural Diplomacy in the United States, 1875–1974, will be

published by the University of Michigan Press.

List of Contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgments

This volume traces its origins to the 2017 “China in a Global World War II”

Summer Institute convened by the Center for Research in the Arts, Social

Sciences and Humanities and the Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation at the

University of Cambridge. We were part of a larger group of interdisciplinary

scholars that co-hosts Hans van de Ven and Wen-hsin Yeh invited out to

Cambridge for nearly two weeks of discussion and presentations. We are both

extremely indebted to Hans and Wen-hsin for hosting this event and continu-

ing to support our project over the past seven years.

The editors are also grateful to the institutions and organizations that funded

two workshops in support of the Uneasy Allies project. Duke Kunshan

University (DKU) hosted the first meeting in 2019, with funding from

DKU’s Humanities Research Center (HRC). We thank James Miller and

Carlos Rojas from the HRC for providing the support that helped the project

get off the ground. We also thank Wang Wei in DKU’s Office of International

Relations, who handled the challenging logistics of bringing all the partici-

pants out to Kunshan. We would also like to thank the ACLS/Chiang Ching-

Kuo Foundation Comparative Perspectives on Chinese Culture and Society

Grant and the University of California, Berkeley, which together sponsored a

second workshop held in the fall of 2020.

Working with Cambridge University Press on this project has been a great

pleasure. We are particularly indebted to Lucy Rhymer, who provided critical

guidance that helped us complete the volume. Feedback from two anonymous

reviewers for CUP helped us increase coherence across the chapters and think

more carefully about why this study of US–China relations in the 1930s and

1940s still offers lessons that can help readers better understand contemporary

bilateral relations in the twenty-first century.

Finally, we want to express our gratitude to all of the contributors to the

volume for their patience and continued engagement with this project in the

many years since it began. Thank you for sticking it out! And thank you to

everyone else who participated in the various workshops and events connected

to this project since 2017.

x

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53494-9 — Uneasy Allies
Zach Fredman, Judd Kinzley
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781009534949
www.cambridge.org

