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THE PIONEER KINGDOMS
OF MACEDON AND QIN

The Pioneer Kingdoms of Macedon and Qin critically compares the
cultures of ancient Greece and early China in the first millennium
bce through following the histories of two of its peripheral cases:
Argead Macedon and Qin. Emerging from being fringe states to
producing Alexander the Great and the First Emperor of China,
then rapidly collapsing, these polities had a unique parallel historical
experience, though vastly separated by the political developments
brought on by the unique features of Greek and Zhou culture
within which they operated. Jordan Thomas Christopher undertakes
a holistic comparison of these states from their earliest origins through
to the reigns of Alexander the Great and the First Emperor, which
receive an extended and multilayered analysis. He thereby highlights
the particularities of Greek and Zhou cultures that often go under-
appreciated as causal factors in history.

jordan thomas christopher is a Lecturer in the Department
of Classics and Archaeology at Loyola Marymount University.
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Note on the Text

There are a few helpful points to raise regarding the format of this book.
I have capitalized and italicized Chinese titles when used as part of a name
due to its ordering in name-title sequence (i.e. Chu Zhuang Wang –

referring to the Wang of Chu whose posthumous regnal name was
Zhuang) to better distinguish the romanized Chinese for terms against
names where the same spelling would appear. Readers should not be put
off by the appearance of alternate romanizations of names such asMacedon
(alternately,Makedon) andQin (alternately, Ch’in) where they appear, left
as-is in cases such as quotations which use the alternate renderings. Where
such alternates might prove slightly confusing, I have clarified matters in
the text. I have opted to italicize all Chinese transliterations in pinyin and
all transliterated Greek.
For all sources, all translations are my own, except when otherwise

noted. In keeping with good practice in Sinology, I have opted to cite
published translations of Chinese texts where they exist. In cases where
I based my own readings on these translations, I have noted when I have
made modifications to their rendering. Accordingly, editions in both the
original classical Chinese as well as in English translation can be found in
the bibliography of primary sources. However, I provide these with some
reservation: the field of Sinology in Europe and North America does not
yet have the centuries of intensive scholarship that classical studies has
enjoyed. Accordingly, many translations provided are for general audiences
and not always explicitly intended for academics, and especially not
academics in Sinology. In many cases, translations are unavailable, over
a century old, poorly done, or some combination of these. As sinologists
are aware, there is no complete translation of even Sima Qian’s Shiji
(arguably the Herodotus’ Histories of China) into English yet, though
the ongoing effort by William Nienhauser Jr. is nearing completion.
Because translations of classical texts are easily found in multiple

Western languages targeted at demographics from the layperson to the
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academic, I have opted not to provide citations to translations for these
sources, as they are easily found in the Loeb Classical Library, or the
Sammlung Tusculum, which have no equivalent for the study of early
China.
Classical texts are cited according to their Oxford Classical Dictionary

abbreviations and can be found specified in the bibliography. References to
a few select standard compendiums are referred to by the standardized
abbreviations listed below.

BNJ – Brill’s New Jacoby
FGrH – Jacoby, Felix. 1929–1959. Die Fragmente der grieschischen

Historiker 1–3.
FHG –Müller, Karl. 1841–1873. FragmentaHistoricorumGraecorum 1–5.
IG – Inscriptiones Graecae
SEG – Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum
JC – Yin Zhou Jinwen Jicheng 殷周金文集成

Lastly, all dates in this study are bce, except when otherwise noted.

x Note on the Text

www.cambridge.org/9781009534895
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53489-5 — The Pioneer Kingdoms of Macedon and Qin
Jordan Thomas Christopher
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

C. TaenarumC. Taenarum00

00

SpartaSparta

MegalopolisMegalopolis

TegeaTegea

AeginaAegina

Saronic Gulf

HermioneHermione

TroezenTroezen

CythnosCythnos

SeriphosSeriphos

SiphnosSiphnos

MelosMelos

NaxosNaxos

TheraThera

DelosDelos

CarystusCarystus

AndrosAndros

TenosTenos

MyconosMyconos

ChiosChios

SamosSamos

LerosLeros

CosCos

LesbosLesbos

HalonnesosHalonnesos

LemnosLemnos

ImbrosImbros

SamothraceSamothrace

C. SarpedonC. Sarpedon

ParosParos

CeosCeos

C. GeraestusC. Geraestus

AthensnsAthennAthens

C.

Caphaneus

C.

Caphaneus

MesseneMessene

OlympiaOlympia

ELISELISELIS

SicyonSicyon

CorinthCorinth
CenchreaeCenchreaeCenchreae

ArgosArgosArgos

EpidaurusEpidaurus

ZakynthosZakynthos

AstacusAstacus

ArgosArgos

LeucasLeucas

AnactoriumAnactorium

AmbraciaAmbracia
PharsalusPharsalusrPharsalus

Thermopylae PassThermopylae PassThermThermopylae Pass

DelphiDelphiDelphi
EuboeaEuboeaEuboea

C. ArtemisiumC. Artemisium
PeparethosPeparethos

ScyrosScyros

SciathosSciathos

PheraePherae

Mt OssaMt Ossa

Mt Rhodope

Mt Rhodope

Tempe PassTempe Pass

Mt AthosMt Athos

Mt GeraneaMt Geranea

AcanthusAcanthus

GalepsusGalepsus

ThermaTherma

ArgilusArgilus

Mt OrbelusMt Orbelus

PellaPella

Strymon 

Strymon 

Hebrus
Hebrus

Nestus
Nestus

AegaeAegae

PydnaPydna

BeroeaBeroea
Axius
Axius

L. BolbeL. Bolbe

CHALCIDICECHALCIDICECHALCIDICE
CHERSONESE

SONES

CHERSONESE

SONESE

CHERSONESE

PAROREIAPAROREIAPAPAROREIA
BISALTAE

BISALTAE

BISALTAE

PIERIAPIIERIAPIERIA

ThasosThasos AbderaAbdera
MaroneaMaronea

AenusAenus

CrenidesCrenides

Mt PangaeumMt Pangaeum

Mt IdaMt Ida

ToroneToroneMt OlympussOlympussMtMt Mt OlympusMt Olympus
PotidaeaPotidaea

SpartolusSpartolus

LarissaLarissasaLarissa

ChalcisChalcis

EretriaEretriaEretria

Corinthian Gulf

CorcyraCorcyra

EpidamnusEpidamnus

CephalleniaCephallenia

MESSENIAMESSENIASSMESSENIA

AETOLIAAETOLIAALIAETOLIA

THESSALYTHESSALYSALYTHESSALY

MALISMALISMALIS

M
AGNESIA

M
AGNESIA

M
AGNESIA

DORISDORISRDORIS

CytheraCythera

LampsacusLampsacus

TyrodizaTyrodiza

AbydusAbydus

SigeumSigeum
TroyTroy

ElaeusElaeus

AdramyttiumAdramyttium
AntandrusAntandrus

MytileneMytilene

ErythraeErythrae

LebedusLebedus

MiletusMiletus

PrienePriene

Peneus

Euripus

Gulf of Pagasae

Melas Bay

LACEDAM
O

NIA

LACEDAM
O

NIA

LACEDAM
O

NIA

UPPER
MACEDONIA

UPPER
MACEDONIAONON

UPPER
MACEDONIA

LOWER MACEDONIALOWER MACEDONIA

MOLOSSIAMOLOSSIAASIMOLOSSIA

ORESTAEORESTAEORESTAE

ACARNANIAACARNANIAANRAACARNANIA

TRIPHYLIATRIPHYLLIALITRIPHYLIA
ARCADIAARCADIAARC AARCADIA

ATTICAATTICAATTICA

Echedorus

Pallene

PHOCIS LOCRISPHOCIS LOCRISPHOCIS LOCRIS

ACHAEA

PELOPONNESE

ACHAEAA

PELOPONNESEEO

ACHAEA

PELOPONNESE

BOEOTIABOEOTIABBOEOTIA
OZOLIAN LOCRIANS

5050 100 mi100 mi

5050 100100 150150 200 km200 km

NN

Scamander

Caicus

Hermus

CARIA

A
E

G
E

A
N

S
E

A

T H R A C E

Map 1 The Greek Peninsula and Western Asia Minor, showing the gradual expan-
sion of Argead Macedon under Philip II. Map by David McCutcheon FBCart.S
www.dvdmaps.co.uk. Adapted from Simon Hornblower, 1994, “Sources and Their
Uses,” in Cambridge Ancient History, Vol. 6: The Fourth Century bc, edited by

D. M. Lewis, John Boardman, Simon Hornblower, and M. Ostwald, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 3.
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Map 4 Themajor powers of theWarring States period.Map byDavidMcCutcheon
FBCart.S www.dvdmaps.co.uk. Adapted from Dirk Bodde, 1986, “The State and
Empire of Ch’in,” in Cambridge History of China, Vol. 1: The Ch’in and Han Empires

221 bc–ad 220, edited by Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 39.
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Map 6 The Guanzhong basin and important sites of the Qin state. Map by David
McCutcheon FBCart.S www.dvdmaps.co.uk. Adapted from Li Feng, 2008,

Bureaucracy and the State in Early China: Governing the Western Zhou, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 102.
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