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How were post-Arab Spring constitutions drafted? What are the most signi�cant elements 
of continuity and change within the new constitutional texts? What purposes are these 
texts designed to serve? To what extent have constitutional provisions been enforced? 
Have the principles of constitutionalism been strengthened compared to the past? These 
are some of the key questions Francesco Biagi addresses. Constitution-Building After 
the Arab Spring: A Comparative Perspective examines seven national experiences of 
constitution-building in the Arab world following the 2011 uprisings, namely those of 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. This interdisciplinary book, 
based largely on the author’s own work and research in the region, compares these sev-
en national experiences through four analytical frameworks: constitution-drafting and 
constitutional reform processes; separation of powers and forms of government; con-
stitutional justice; and religion, women, and non-Muslims within the framework of 
citizenship.

Francesco Biagi is Associate Professor of Comparative Public Law in the Department of 
Legal Studies of the University of Bologna, Deputy Secretary General of the International 
Association of Constitutional Law (IACL-AIDC), Research Fellow at the Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Democratic Development, and Legal Consultant at the Max 
Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of Law (Heidelberg). He is the 
author of European Constitutional Courts and Transitions to Democracy (Cambridge 
University Press 2020).
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The best constitutional scholarship requires multiple skills. Francesco Biagi combines 
expert political analysis, legal acumen, and a regional focus to guide readers through the 
most tumultuous period in Arab politics.

Nathan J. Brown, Professor of Political Science and  
International Affairs, George Washington University

In this impressive and indispensable volume, Professor Biagi provides a comprehen-
sive, richly theorized account of the myriad constitutional developments that took place 
in the Arab World from the start of the so-called “Arab Spring” in 2011 through the 
2023 Tunisian parliamentary elections. Providing indispensable historical background 
to the events of this period and judiciously drawing upon theories of comparative law 
and comparative politics, Biagi insightfully identi�es and explains connections between 
the experiences of different countries during this extraordinary decade of constitutional  
creation and implementation. He also explains cogently and convincingly why the pro-
cess of constitution-building after the Arab Spring unfolded differently in different Arab 
countries and led to different results for their citizens. A tour de force.

Clark B. Lombardi, Dan Fenno Henderson Professor of Law and  
Director of Islamic Legal Studies, University of  

Washington School of Law

A must-read for anyone seeking to understand what went wrong after the “Arab Spring” 
and how constitutions are used by illiberal ruling regimes as an instrument of govern-
ment. Seven constitution-building processes and political systems compared in 300 
pages – a remarkable contribution to the study of comparative constitutional law and 
politics.

Nathalie Bernard-Maugiron, Senior Researcher,  
Université Paris Cité/IRD/Ceped
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seeking to improve law and justice by publishing in-depth comparative studies of 
speci�c legal problems in every area of law.

The series has two general editors. David Gerber is Distinguished Professor of Law 
and Co-Director of the Program in International and Comparative Law at Chicago-
Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology. He is past President of the 
American Society of Comparative Law. Mortimer Sellers is Regents Professor 
of the University System of Maryland and Director of the Baltimore Center for 
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