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Note: Page numbers in italic refers to table. Endnotes are indicated by the page number 
followed by “n” and the endnote number e.g., 20 n1 refers to endnote 1 on page 20.

Abrego, Luisa de, 94
Agustin Moreno, 224
Alarcon, Leonor de, 89, 257
Alaves, Melchor, 159
Albornoz, Barbola de, 29
Alegre

Francisco de Alegre, 199
Hernando Alegre, 199

Almodóvar, Juan de, 198
Álvarez, Antonio, 129, 141–150. See also 

Margarita de Sossa
Ana Zavala, 134
Andrea (no second name listed), 138
Angeles, Hipólita de los, 163n42
Antón Jolofe, 139
Antón Zape, 233
Antonelli, Bautista, 232, 240
Antonia (no second name listed), 163n42
Arellano, Juan de, 181–186
Arenas, Antonio de, 94
Arriaga, Beatriz de, 128
Arriaga, Lacayo de (cofrade), 169

Azuaga, Francisca de, 101–102

baptism, debates about the validity of 
baptisms in Middle Passage, 
210–212

Barrera, Juan de la, 230, 235
Barroso, Sebastián, 215

Bartolomé (Black criollo), 181–186
Bautista de Cárdenas, Juan, 156–157, 164
Bautista Pérez, Manuel, 207–226
Bautista, Juan (�scal), 169

Bautista, Juana, 46, 89, 257
Bautista, María, 101–102
Bayano Wars [Panama], 155

�rst Bayano War 1549–1556, 154
second Bayano War 1579–1582, 154

Bolivia (present-day country)
Potosí, 55

Bustos, Isabel de, 163n42

Cabrera, Clara Ruíz de, 140
Cáceres, Juan de, 119
Camacho, Francisco de, 130
Cañete, Mateo, 42
Carmona, Pedro de, 28, 190, 198–207
Carreño

Francisco Carreño, 140, 159
Juan de Carreño, 141

Carrera de Indias, 4
impact on daily life in

Nombre de Dios and Portobelo 
(Panama), 231–239

Sevilla (Spain), 82–90
towns between Veracruz and Mexico 

City (Mexico), 119–129
Carvajal, Ana de, 89, 256
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Casas, Bartolomé de Las (bishop of 
Chiapas, Dominican friar), 20, 
191, 198–207

Castro, Alonso de, 256
Castroverde, Cristóbal de, 44, 94, 96–97
Catalina (no second name listed), 30, 56

Balthasar Boni�co, 30
Juan Boni�co, 30

Catalina Zape, 137
Juana, 137
María, 137

Catholicism
Black Catholics, 165–175, 189–227

Kriston community, Cacheu, 213
confraternities and brotherhoods, 

165–175
discourse of Catholicism as historically 

inclusive of Black people, 
165–175

in West Africa, 192–198, 207–226
Celada, Bartolomé de (procurator), 

168–172, 174
Cerda, Alonso de, 135
Chichimeca Wars (1550–1590), [Mexico], 

159, 179
Cisna, Señora Lucrecia de, 119
citizenship. See also political discourses 

deployed by Black petitioners 
before royal courts

naturaleza, 37–39
requests for local authorities to issue 

con�rmations of vecindad and 
freedom, 58–60

vecindad, 37–39, 154–156, 179
attempts by city leaders to exclude 

Black people, 154–156
Claver, Pedro de (Jesuit, 1580–1654), 

210–211
Colombia (present-day country)

Cartagena de Indias, 4, 29, 45, 47, 63, 
100, 162, 207–226

Santa Fé de Bogotá, 30, 223
communication

across spaces
in cities

discussions about Black people’s 
status as enslaved, free-
born or horro among urban 
communities, 45–51

proving ties with Spanish Americas 
in Sevilla, 104

Sevilla, 65–115

oceanic trading routes
Carrera de Indias, 65–115
navío de aviso (a ship within the 

annual �eet that transported 
royal mail), 98

poderes (legal powers) sent across the 
Spanish Atlantic world, 103

speed of, 6
terrestrial trading routes

caminos (New Spain), 119–141
modes

letter writing, 4–5, 54, 65–115, 
238, 246

Felipa de la Cruz’s letters to Antón 
Segarra, 252–255

public discussions about private 
letters, 99–102

word-of-mouth, 4–5, 65–115
about Castilian laws of slavery and 

freedom, 189–227
royal petitioning, 156–165, 

175–186
professions or trades

correo (messenger by trade for 
both of�cial and private 
correspondence), 101

escribiente (offers services in reading 
and writing for a fee), 102

particulares (messengers), 98
public sphere (concept), 6–7

confraternities and brotherhoods, 6–7
Lima (Peru)

Cofradía de Nuestra Señora de la 
Antigua (Lima Cathedral), 109

Mexico City (Mexico), 175–186
mutual aid practices among Black 

confraternities and 
brotherhoods for rescate 
(including gifts and loans), 
138–140

Mexico City (Mexico), 137–138
Portobelo (Panama), 137–138

Sevilla (Spain)
Brotherhood of Mulatos of 

Ildelfonso, 165
Our Lady of Antiquity, 167
Our Lady of the Angels, 9–10, 76–77, 

165–175
leadership roles and membership in 

1604, 168
leadership roles and membership in 

1606, 168
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patronage ties, 165–175
Our Lady of the Rosary, 167
San Buenaventura and Ánimas in the 

Casa Grande (San Francisco 
convent), 79

Contreras, Manso de (gobernador of Santa 
Marta), 240

Contresas, Luisa de, 139
conversos, 20, 36
Cordera, Lucía, 88
Coronado, Luis (moreno), 140
Coronado, Luis de (teniente general of the 

gobernador of Cartagena de 
Indias), 215, 222–223

Coronado, Magdalena de, 59, 163
Corza, Angelina, 163n42
Cosme (no second name listed), 139
Cota, María de, 57n129
criers

employed by an institution (by royal 
appointment)

House of Trade criers, Sevilla, 
91–92, 116

municipal
Black and mulato criers, 138, 

134–138, 249
San Miguel de Allende, 179
Sevilla, 74, 81

Cruz, Felipa de la, 26, 65–115, 164
map of the social ties of a generation 

of free and liberated Black 
Sevillanos in Felipa de la Cruz’s 
generation (approximately, 
1569–1626), 252–255

transcription and translation of Felipa de 
la Cruz’s letters, 252–255

Cruz, Juana de la, 132
Cruz, Jusephe de la, 132
Cruz, Pedro de la, 131
Cuba (present-day country)

Havana, 4, 101, 162, 203

de Gongora, Francisco (mayordomo), 169

Déniz, Catalina, 97
Dias, Ambrosio, 216
Díaz de Cea, Dominga, 163n42
Díaz, Ana, 62, 63
Díaz, Angelina, 45, 162
Díaz, Inés, 61
divorce (ecclesiastical). See marriage
Domingo Gelofe, 38, 192–198
Domínguez, Luissa, 29

Dominican Republic (present-day country)
Isla Española

1522 uprising led by enslaved 
Jolofs, 193

Santo Domingo, 28, 47, 63, 198–207
Drake, Sir Francis (1540–1596), 228–251

ecclesiastical courts
Juzgados del Palacio Arzobispal (courts 

of the Archbishopric Palace), 
Sevilla, 165–175

tribunal eclesiástico, Puebla de los 
Ángeles

petition for ecclesiastical divorce, 
141–150

papal courts, Vatican, 168, 173, 175
Ecuador (present-day country)

Quito, 161
Elena (Zape nation), 216
England (present-day country)

London, population estimate, 34
English piracy, 228–251
enslavement

branding
enslavers’ practice of burning initials 

or symbols on enslaved people’s 
skin with scorching irons to 
brand their property, 49–51, 
120, 149, 216, 219–220

debates on the legitimacy of enslavement 
under Castilian law

conditions for a just war that 
permitted legitimate 
enslavement, 220–222

enslaved people’s petitions to royal 
courts for their liberty on 
the basis of their illegitimate 
enslavement, 189–227

general, conditions that permitted 
legitimate enslavement under 
Castilian law, 189–227

on the enslavement of Black Africans, 
189–227

Bartolomé de las Casas, 205–206
on the enslavement of fellow 

Christians, 192–198, 216, 
207–226

on the enslavement of Indigenous 
Americans, 192–198

transatlantic trade in enslaved 
Africans, 1–3

Espinosa, Leonor de, 56n125
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Ethiopian Church, 215
ethnonyms

West Africa
Bañol, 18, 241, 244, 247
Bañon, 247
Biafara, 18, 129, 247
Bran, 18, 215, 218, 241, 247
Cocoli, 18, 244, 247
Jolofo/Jolofe, 18, 241, 247
Mandinga, 18, 131
Yalonga, 18
Zape, 18, 131, 213–216, 233, 249

West-Central Africa
Angola, 18, 128, 129
Congo, 18

exile sentences
petitions for pardons, 175–186

Faustina (no second name listed), 57n129
Felipa (Mandinga), 131
Fernández de Córdoba y López de las 

Roelas, Diego (viceroy of  
New Spain, 1612–1621), 177,  
180

Fernández de Santillán, 67
family palace known as

Casa Palacio Francisco Fernández de 
Santillán, 1500?–1679, 67, 105

Palacio del Marqués de la Motilla, 
1679–2023, 114

sale of palace in 2023, 114
members of the family

Don Alonso Fernández de Santillán, 
(b. 1604), 114

Don Francisco Fernández de Santillán, 
(b. 1565) (veinticuatro de 

Sevilla), 67, 113–115
Don Francisco Fernández de Santillán, 

(b. 1629) (Marqués de la 

Motilla, 1679–), 114
Doña Beatriz Gómez [Fernández de 

Santillán], 113
Fernández, Vasco, 61
Figueroa

Francisca de Figueroa, 100–101, 258
Juana de Figueroa, 100
María de Figueroa, 100

Flandes, Isabel de, 54–55
Flores, María de, 257
France (present-day country)

Paris, population estimate, 34
Francisco (Black criollo crier), 249

Francisco (enslaved, and no second name 
listed), 219

Francisco (natural of Sevilla), 42
freedom

freedom (general)
discussions about Black people’s status 

as enslaved, free-born or horro 
among urban communities, 
45–51

freedom within discourses of political 
belonging, 165–186

protections of freedom under Castilian 
law, debates, 189–227

the stealing or looting of someone’s 
liberty (discourse), 191

visual and aural markers of freedom, 
49–51

vulnerability of freedom, 189–227
freedom papers, and practices of 

protection and possession, 
28–29

autos or royal decrees con�rming an 
individual’s freedom following 
their petition for liberty in a 
royal court, 189–227

carta de alhorría, 22, 129–141
discussions about freedom papers 

among urban communities, 
104–105

documenting capital as a means of 
practising and protecting 
freedom, 228–251

enslavers’ practice of stealing or 
illegitimately withholding a 
liberated person’s freedom 
papers, 198–207

implications of misplacing freedom 
papers, 60–62, 106

importance of possession of freedom 
papers to prove liberty before a 
royal court, 198–207, 209

practice of requesting supplementary 
con�rmations of liberty 
with additional notaries or 
municipal authorities, 22, 30, 
51–64

protection and possession, 51–64, 141
liberation from slavery (alhorría–legal 

act of liberating an enslaved 
person from captivity, per 
Castilian legal codes)

act of, 25–27
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liberation clauses in enslavers’ 
testaments, 22, 24, 28, 40, 55, 
57, 140, 199, 247

practice of heirs or executors 
withholding the testament to 
prevent liberation, 198–207

rescate (the purchase of one’s own or 
another person’s liberty from 
slavery)

at auctions
negotiating terms of enslavement 

with prospective owners, 
134–138

negotiating terms of loans with 
prospective creditors, 134–138

average price that enslaved Black 
people paid to purchase their 
liberty, 112, 129

mutual aid practices among kin 
for rescate (including gifts and 
loans), 106–110, 129–141, 234

mutual aid practices in Black 
confraternities and 
brotherhoods for rescate 
(including gifts and loans), 
137–140

practises of rescate in Sevilla, 
106–110

self-purchase, 129–141
access to credit, 129–141
paying for liberty in instalments, 

129–141
petitions for freedom in royal courts

due to illegitimate enslavement, 
189–227

Fuentes, Gaspar de, 132, 133
fuero [municipal legislation], 154

Gallardo, Francisco, 149
Gamarra

Ana (no second name listed), 108–109
Francisco de Gamarra, 7, 108–109

Gasco, Amar O (mayordomo), 169, 174
Gaspar (no second name listed), 242
Gaspar de tierra Bañol, 241, 243, 245, 247
Gerónima, María, 96
Gómez, Ana, 88, 91–92, 97, 134, 137, 

228–251, 256
founding of a perpetual capellanía in 

the Magdalena Church, Sevilla 
(Spain), 238

ties with Black residents of Santiago 
del Principe, Nombre de Dios 
(Panama), 246–247

Gómez, Francisco (procurator), 
216–217, 222

Gómez, María, 60–62, 106–107, 163,  
257

González, Francisco, 256
González, Jerónimo, 161
González, Julián, 105
Gutiérrez de la Sal, Juan, 230
Gutiérrez, Elvira, 138
Gutiérrez, Juana, 256

Hakluyt, Richard (1553–1616), 232
Hernández [Portilla], Sebastián, 140
Hernández de Santiago, Alonso (canónigo, 

and commissary to the 
Inquisition in Puebla de los 
Ángeles), 126, 129, 147–148

Hernández, Ana, 130, 140
Hernández, Enriquez, 221
Hernández, Gabriel (cofrade), 169

Hernández, Hipólito, 127
Hernández, Isabel, 97, 198–199, 207
Hernández, Josefe (cofrade), 169

Hernández, Luis, 155
Hernández, Pero, 58, 125
Hernández, Sofía, 103
Herrera, Crispina de, 100n117
Herrera, Pedro de, 182, 185
Honduras (present-day country), 200

Gracias a Dios, 201
San Juan de Puerto de Caballos (present-

day Puerto Cortés), 201
Hortiz de Espinosa, Pedro, 155

Iberian ideas about race and difference
municipal authorities’ attempts to 

exclude Black people from 
vecindad, 154–156

municipal authorities’ attempts to 
link Blackness to fugitivity 
and disloyalty to the Spanish 
crown, 154–156

racialised terms to describe people
atezado, 19
bozal, 19, 128
explanation of usage, 18–19
lora, 19
morena, 19
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mulata, 19
negra, 19

visual or aural markers of slavery or 
freedom beyond racialization, 
49–51

Iberian Union (1580–1640), 21
Inquisitorial courts

general, 29, 36
Holy Of�ce of the Inquisition, Cartagena 

de Indias, 29, 212, 214
Holy Of�ce of the Inquisition, Lima, 225
Holy Of�ce of the Inquisition, 

Lisbon, 214
Holy Of�ce of the Inquisition, México 

(Mexico City), 119, 125, 
141–150

commissary in Puebla de los 
Ángeles, 126

Holy Of�ce of the Inquisition, Sevilla, 
77, 78

Inquisitorial investigations in West 
Africa

Cacheu, 214
inter-imperial warfare, 228–251
Isabel (tierra Zape), 131
Isabel de Bustos, 45
Isla Española. See Dominican Republic 

(present-day country)
Isla, Leonor de la, 96–98
Italy (present-day country)

Venice, population estimate, 34

Jalapa, Juana, 125
Jamaica (present-day country), 3, 24
Jerónima (no second name listed), 48, 53, 

103, 256
Jesús, Agustina de, 89, 257
Jesús, Ana de, 55
Jesús, Inés de, 87
Juan (no second name listed), born in 

Triana, 135
Juan Biafara, 138
Juan III, King of Portugal and the Algarves 

(reigned, 1521–1557), 206
Juan Jolofo, 241, 247, 249
Juan, Gaspar, 90

litigation for freedom from illegitimate 
enslavement in Real Audiencia 
de Sevilla (Spain), 57–58

Juana (no second name listed), 103n130, 
132–133, 139

Juanillo (no second name listed), 201
Juseph Bran, 241–242

labor, free people (selected examples)
enslaved people

labor-for-hire agreements between 
enslaved and their enslavers, 
117, 124, 131, 150

maritime, 42
diver (buzo), 42, 51
grumete (in Spanish context–ship 

laborer), 42
grumete (in West Africa, Cacheu 

context–Kristo rowers, pilots, 
interpreters, petty traders, 
and brokers), 213–214, 216, 
220–221

mariner, 42
page (paje de nao), 42
wage-earning servants (criados) to 

passengers on ships, 30, 43–46, 
53–54, 58–62, 65, 89, 107, 
127, 152, 162–163, 197, 204, 
230, 234

military
soldier, 42, 79, 87, 157, 160–161, 

239, 246
rural

administer plantations, 159
leaseholders of agricultural land, 179
master of sugar, 141
owner of small-scale livestock, 54
tenant of small parcel of land, 54
wage-earning plantation workers, 

(mentioned in the discurso 

de vida in Juana Jalapa’s 
Inquisitorial trial), 125

urban
builder (albañil), 108
chocolate producers, 124
clothes-washers, 124
cook, 124, 130, 233
healer, 124, 127
hospital workers, 124
innkeeper, 127, 149
merchant (tratante), 215, 228–251
pastry chef, 178
seamstress, 124
street sweepers, 124
tailor, 156
wage-earning servants to private 

employers, 75, 184, 218

Iberian ideas (cont.)
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Landa, Beatriz de, 100n117
Latino, Juan, 97, 172
Leonor (no second name listed), 138
Limón, Juan, 29
López, Alonso, 236, 237
López, Pedro, 236, 245–247
López, Rodrigo, 28, 198
Lorenzo, Francisco (diputado), 169

Loya
Antón de Loya, 178, 181–186
Francisco de Loya, 177, 181–186

Lucía Cocoli, 244
Lucrecia “bozal Angola”, 128
Lugones, Juan de (escribiente / writer), 95
Luis, Antonio (alcalde, 1604, and prioste, 

1606), 169, 174
Luisa (no second name listed), 139
Lumbreras, Agustina de, 163n42
Luna, Pedro de, 181–186
Lunares, Pedro de, 103

Magdalena (no second name listed), 
52, 257

Manuel (enslaved, and no second name 
listed)

testimony about experience of 
enslavement and displacement 
across Middle Passage, 219

Marqués de la Motilla. See Fernández de 
Santillán

marriage
abandonment, 94, 125, 141–150
bigamy, 94, 125
expectations of marital duties, 141–150
petitions for annulments of a marriage, 

94, 125
petitions for divorce (ecclesiastical), 

141–150
depósito, 145, 146

public perceptions of a marriage, 
141–150

violence between spouses, 141–150
marronage, 3–4, 24–25

fugitivity from enslavers in Castilian 
laws of slavery, Siete 

Partidas, 25
New Kingdom of Granada, 212

Black palenques in the hinterlands of 
Cartagena de Indias, 217

Matudere Palenque, 217
Palenque del Limón, 217

New Spain

establishment of powerful Black 
palenque in Córdoba, led by 
Yanga, 176

Panama, Isthmus, 154
alliance between Black maroons 

and English privateer Francis 
Drake, 1572–3, 232–233

Bayano Wars (1549–1556, and 
1579–1582), 232–33

negotiations for peace and maroons 
agreements to, 232–233

Marta (Zape), 131
Martín, Antón, 216
Martín, Bartolomé, 127–128. See also Ana 

de Tapia
Martín, Francisco, 207–226
Martín, Lucas, 140
Maynarde, Thomas, 244
Mendes Torres, Diego, 243
Méndez Mezquita, Juan, 220–121
Méndez, Leonor de, 236
Mendoza, Francisca, 101
Mendoza, Lucía de, 46, 257
Mendoza, Luis de (alcalde), 169, 174
Mendoza, Sebastián de (prioste), 169

Merlo, Dionosio de, 132
Mexico (present-day country)

Jalapa, 103, 119–141
León, 159, 156–165
Mérida, 160
Metepec, 159
México (Mexico City), 4, 94, 103, 

119–141, 156–165, 175–186
1612 suspected Black conspiracy

Black vecinos’ petitions to be 
exempt from prohibitions on 
Black vecindad, 175–186

effects on Black vecinos in San 
Miguel de Allende, 175–186

Real Audiencia de México attempts 
to prohibit Black vecindad in 
cities, 175–186

Real Audiencia de México issues 
capital punishments and 
permanent exile sentences to 
Black vecinos suspected as 
perpetrators, 175–186

confraternities and 
brotherhoods, 153

Orizaba, 119–141
Huatusco, 140

Puebla de los Ángeles, 118–150
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roads between San Juan de Ulúa and 
Mexico City

Camino de Veracruz, 119–141
Camino Nuevo, 119–141

San Juan de Ulúa, 119–141
San Miguel de Allende, 175–186
Sierra Madre Oriental, 121
Toluca, 159
Veracruz, 4, 43, 60, 94, 119–141

New Veracruz, 119–141
Old Veracruz, 119–141

viceroyalty of New Spain (general), 62
wars

Chichimeca Wars (1550–1590), 159, 179
Mixtón War (1540–1542), 126

Yucatán, 160
Mérida, 58

Middle Passage, 1–3, 207–226
arrival of slave ships at San Juan de 

Ulúa, New Spain, 121
Miguel, Juan, 88, 182, 185
Mixtón Wars (1540–42), [Mexico], 126
Montedeosca

Juan de Montedeosca, 87
Pedro de Montedeosca, 87, 91, 256

Monterrey, Melchiora de, 177
Morales, Diego de, 49
Morales, María de, 139
moriscos, 20, 36

expulsion from Castilla in 1610, 34
Moronta, Juan, 139
Morrera, Domingo, 219
municipal of�cers and chiefs of justice

alcalde, 52–55, 155, 159–160
alcalde mayor, 159
alcalde ordinario

Lima, 55
San Miguel de Allende, 179

asistente, 155
asistente de Sevilla, 53
teniente of the asistente de Sevilla, 53

corregidor, 155
gobernador, 155
teniente general (chief legal counsel to 

the gobernador), 207–226
Muñoz, Pedro, 139

naturaleza. See citizenship
New Laws of the Indies, the, 1542 (Las 

Leyes Nuevas de Indias, 1542)

prohibition by Castilian crown of the 
enslavement of Indigenous 
Americans, except for just war, 
20, 192–198

Nicaragua (present-day country), 61
Niño de Guevara, Fernando (Archbishop 

of Sevilla) (b. 1541–1609), 
165–175

O, María de la, 48, 89, 106, 257
Ojada, Alberto, 242
Ordás, Diego de (conquistador), 192
Ortiz, Isabel, 163n42

palenques. See marronage
Palma, Cristóbal de la, 234. See also Lucía 

Tenorio Palma
Panama (present-day country)

attack by Francis Drake and Richard 
Hawkins, 1595–6, 239–246

Gulf of Panama, 29
impact of Carrera de Indias on daily 

life in Nombre de Dios and 
Portobelo, 231–239

Nombre de Dios, 4, 88, 99, 156–165, 
228–251

Panamá (Panama City), 45, 
156–165, 234

cabildo, 154
Portobelo, 4, 130, 137, 228–251
Santiago del Principe, 243

experiences of 1595 attack, and links 
with Ana Gómez, 246–247

Veragua, 29
papal ambassador, 173
papal bull, 173
Pedro de Tierra Bran, 215, 218
Pedro Zape Yalonga, 249
Peres de Tudela, Licenciado Clemente,  

163
Pérez, Domingo, 177, 181–186
Pérez, Felipa, 163n42
Pérez, Juan, 230
Peru (present-day country), 197

Lima, 4, 29, 55, 95, 108–109, 225
Philippines, Republic of (present-day 

country)
Manila, 119

Pineda (Lima)
Juan de Pineda, 95, 257
María de Pineda, 95

Mexico (present-day country) (cont.)
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Pineda (Sevilla)
Ana (lora), 40
Juan de Pineda, 40
Pedro de Pineda, 40

Pinelo, Luis, 91, 256
piracy, 228–251
Pisana, Beltran (cofrade), 169

poderes (legal powers), 85–87, 168, 186
political discourses deployed by Black 

petitioners before royal courts
belonging, 7–9, 154–188
Catholicism as historically inclusive of 

Black people, 165–175
freedom, 154–188

practicing freedom in expansive terms, 
228–251

good governance, 165–175
loyalty, 154–188
petitions for exemptions to tribute tax, 

156–165
vassalage, 154–188
vecindad, 154–188

against exclusion and expulsion of 
Black vecinos, 154–156

Porras, Francisca de, 139
Portugal (present-day country), 20–21

colonial entrepôts and settlements. See 

also West Africa; West-Central 
Africa

Azores, 21
Madeira, 21

Lisbon, 203
Mora, 160
Porto, 119
Tavira, 60, 219

Prado, Francisco del (friar), 173
Priego, Hernan, 135
procurators, 207–226

Black petitioners in Sevilla for the 
Council of the Indies (Madrid), 
175–186

in freedom litigation suits, 200, 
207–226

Our Lady of the Angels (Sevilla), 
165–175

Sebastián Rodríguez (Panamá), 155
specialist in confraternity disputes in 

Sevilla, 168
Puerto Rico (present-day country), 28, 

198–207
San Juan, 199

Ramírez, Catalina, 87
Ramírez, Diego, 179–180
Ramírez, Pedro (moreno), 169

Ramos, Felipe, 48
Rebenga, Inés de, 28
Reyes, Baltasar de los, 184
Reyes, Melchora de los, 58–59, 163
Ribas, Alonso de, 129
Ribera, María de, 92
Robles, Sebastián de, 181–186
Rodrigues, Vicente, 247
Rodríguez, Antonio, 214, 216
Rodríguez, Sebastián, 42
Rodríguez, Sebastián (procurator), 155
Romero, Mateo (procurator of 

assets), 169

royal courts
Casa de la Contratación (House of 

Trade), (Sevilla, Spain), 36, 
156–165, 193, 206

bienes de difuntos (probate courts / 
assets of the deceased), 91–92, 
110–115, 228–251

licencias de embarque (embarkation 
licenses), 22–64, 175–186

interviews with petitioners and  
their witnesses, 41

Consejo de Indias (Council of the 
Indies), (itinerant across 
Castilla between 1526 and 
1561, and located in Madrid 
from 1561 onwards, 27, 35, 40, 
111–112, 156–165, 175–186, 
192–207

licencias de pasaje (passenger licenses), 
22–64, 175–186

royal decrees, 156–165, 175–186
matters heard by royal courts (general)

grace (explanation), 155
justice (explanation), 155

Real Audiencia de Guatemala (Gracias a 
Dios, Honduras), 198–207

Real Audiencia de México (Mexico 
City, Mexico), 141, 156–165, 
175–186

1612 suspected Black conspiracy
Real Audiencia de México issues 

capital punishments and 
permanent exile sentences to 
Black vecinos suspected as 
perpetrators, 153
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Real Audiencia de Panamá (Panama 
City, Panama), 156–165, 242

Real Audiencia de Santa Fé (Bogotá, 
Colombia), 30, 207–226

Real Audiencia de Santo Domingo 
(Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic), 198–207

Real Audiencia de Sevilla (Sevilla, Spain), 
57, 76, 77, 165–175

Real Audiencias (general), 29
teniente general (chief legal counsel to 

the governor) in Cartagena de 
Indias (Cartagena, Colombia), 
207–226

royal decrees
circulation of royal decrees among 

Black communities, 156–165, 
175–186

Ruíz [Díaz], Juana, 59
Ruíz de Elduayen, Miguel, 242, 244
Ruíz, Baltasar, 59
Ruíz, Catalina, 102
Ruíz, Isabel, 131

Saenz, Martín, 132
Sal, Sebastiana de la, 98–100, 234
Salas Barbadillo, Alonso Jerónimo de 

(1581–1635), 165
San Miguel, Francisca de, 138
Sánchez Coello, Alonso (1531–1588), 83
Sánchez, Ana, 85
Sánchez, Constanza, 103n130
Sánchez, Cristóbal, 138
sanctuary laws (Spanish crown, 1680s), 4
Sandoval, Alonso de (Jesuit priest), 

208–214
Santiago, Felipa de, 103n130
Sebastián (no second name listed), 135
Segarra

Antón Segarra, 22, 26, 54, 65, 67, 98, 
104–105, 256

deceased, 111
Doña Juana Segarra de Saavedra, 22, 67
Francisco Segarra, 22

Selpuldes, Felipe de, 101
Siete Partidas, Las, 23, 25

on freedom, 24–25, 154–156
limited conditions when a liberated 

person could be returned to 
captivity, 25

on slavery, 118, 189

on the illegitimacy of enslaving fellow 
Christians, 196

punishments for fugitivity from an 
enslaver, 25

Silva, Pedro de, 179
silver

silver mining (New Spain)
effects on economy, 123
engineering projects for more ef�cient 

transport, 123
surplus of money, 134

silver mining (Peru)
Potosí, 55
signi�cance of the port of Nombre 

de Dios, and later Portobelo 
(present-day Panama), 
231–232

silver mining (Spanish Americas)
transportation to Castilla, 82, 232

importation of silver to Sevilla, and 
effects on city life, 80, 85

slavery. See enslavement
Soria, Francisca de, 233–234
Sosa, Ginesa de, 108
Sossa, Margarita de, 88, 117–131, 

141–150
Soto, Pedro de (priest), 137
Spain (present-day country)

Aranda, 204, 198–207
Baena, 37
Cádiz, 34, 103
Canary Islands, 42, 130, 141, 159

Tenerife, 97, 192
Ciudad Rodrigo, 233
Córdoba, 37
Écija, 22, 53, 105
Huelva, 127

Lepe, 54
Niebla (condado of the Duke of 

Medina Sidonia), 229
Jérez de la Frontera, 37, 94
la Torre, 37
Madrid, 63, 156–165
Málaga, 164
Montemolin, 37
San Lucar de Barrameda, 192
Sevilla, 4, 31–116, 120, 175–186, 

192–207, 228–251
arrival of petitioners from Spanish 

Americas en route to the 
Council of the Indies, 156–165, 
175–186

royal courts (cont.)
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Black religious brotherhoods, 165–175
churches, convents, and monasteries

Convento Nuestra Señora de la 
Merced (Convent of Mercy), 
173

Magdalena Church, 238
Salvador Church, 74–77

parishes and neighborhoods
La Magdalena, 101, 112, 238, 256
Ómium Sanctorum, 258
San Andrés, 257
San Bartolomé, 101, 257
San Bernardo, 49, 258
San Esteban, 257
San Gil, 230, 256
San Ildefonso, 165, 257
San Juan de la Palma, 87, 107, 256
San Julián, 257
San Lorenzo, 258
San Miguel, 257
San Pedro, 107, 256–257
San Roque, 165, 168
San Salvador, 67–81, 230, 256
San Vicente, 257
Santa Cruz, 256
Santa María la Blanca, 165
Santa María la Mayor, 256
Santa Marina, 258
Triana, 167, 256

population in long sixteenth century
expulsion of moriscos in 1610, 34
free and enslaved Black people, 

34–35
growth, 31–34
plagues

1599–1601, 34
1647–1652, 34

street names
Calle Conde Negro, 165
Calle de los Mulatos, 165
Plaza de los Mulatos, 165
Plazuela del Atambor, 167

Sevilla (province)
Carmona, 96
Sanlucar la Mayor, 37

Talavera, 38
Úbeda, 38
Valencia, 156, 164
Valencia de Alcantara, 38
Zafra, 38, 39

Suárez, Alonso, 42
Suárez, Ana, 29

Suárez, Diego, 79, 91, 97, 256
Suárez, Isabel, 236
sumptuary legislation, 154, 178

Tamayo, Francisco de, 181–186
Tapia y Cáceres, Alonso de, 63
Tapia, Ana de, 127–129. See also 

Bartolomé Martín
Tapia, Catalina de, 47, 62–64, 258
Tenorio

Gregorio Tenorio, 90
Juana Tenorio, 90
Lucía Tenorio Palma, 90, 130, 234, 256

Toral, María del, 136
Toral, Sebastián de, 58, 160
Torre, Antón de la (cofrade), 169

Torre, María de la, 113
Torres

Francisco de Torres, 43
José Vásquez, 43

Torres, Melchor de, 199–204
Torres, Simon de (judge of bienes de 

difuntos in Panamá), 248–249
travel licenses

attempts by Spanish crown to prevent 
certain people from travelling 
to the Americas, and the 
establishment of travel  
licensing

prohibited people, 36
practice of falsi�cation of passenger 

licenses, and evasion of 
embarkation licenses, 41–42

types
asientos de pasajeros (passenger lists), 

31–45, 197
licencias de embarque (embarkation 

licenses), 31–45, 175–186
proving family ties or American 

naturaleza, 92–104
licencias de pasaje (passenger licenses), 

31–45, 175–186
circumvention of requirement  

for a passenger license by 
obtaining employment as  
a criado, 43–45

proving family ties or American 
naturaleza, 92–104

tribute tax
introduction of tax liability for free 

Black men and woman in the 
Indies, 1574, 156–165
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petitions for exemptions from tribute 
tax liability, 156–165. See also 
political discourses deployed by 
Black petitioners before royal 
courts

Spanish crown’s justi�cations for the 
introduction, 157

Troughton, John, 241

Valladolid, Lorenza de, 56–57
Valladolid, Luisa de, 98–99
Vargas, Isabel de, 90
Vasconcelos, Gaspar de, 97
Vatican. See ecclesiastical courts
vecindad. See citizenship
Vega, Lope de (playwright, 1562–1635), 77
Velasco y Castilla, Luis de (viceroy of New 

Spain, 1590–1595, 1607–1611, 
and president of Council of the 
Indies, 1611–1617), 176–178, 
183–184

Velázquez, Beatriz, 163n42
Venezuela (present-day country)

Gulf of Paría, 193
Venta de los Naranjos. See Bartolomé Martín
viceroys (New Spain)

Diego Fernández de Córdoba y López 
de las Roelas (viceroy of New 
Spain, 1612–1621), 177, 180

Juan de Mendoza y Luna (viceroy of 
New Spain, 1603–1607), 183

Lorenzo Suárez de Mendoza Jiménez 
(viceroy of New Spain, 
1580–1583), 183

Luis de Velasco y Castilla (viceroy of New 
Spain, 1590–1595, 1607–1611, 
and president of Council of the 
Indies, 1611–1617, 123, 176

Viegas, Jorge, 61
Villalobos, Antonio de (escribano), 96, 

168–170

Villancicos de Negros, 77
Villegas, Pedro de, 179
Vitoria, Isabel de, 100n146, 108

West Africa
general, 198
Gold Coast

São Jorge da Mina, 21
islands and archipelagos, near coast

Cape Verde, 21, 28, 106, 198,  
213, 219

Santiago, 61
Senegambia

Gambia, 213
Jolof Empire, 192–198
Petite Côte

New Christian–Sephardic–
Senegambian communities, 
192–198

Sierra Leone, 212–213
Upper Guinea

Cacheu, 21, 207–226
grumetes and tungumás, 213
Kriston, 213

West-Central Africa
Angola (present-day country)

Benguela, 21
Luanda, 21, 209

islands
São Tomé and Principe (present-day 

country)
São Tomé, 21, 209

Xuárez, Doña Isabel, 49

Ybarra
Barbola, 47, 64, 258
María, 47, 64, 258

Zafra, Antón de, 38
Zafra, Isabel de, 38–39
Zuñiga, Doña Mencia de, 230

tribute tax (cont.)
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