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Abstract: Music plays an essential role in Gothic between the years
1789 and 1820, but it signifies very differently at the end of the period
compared with the beginning. In the 1790s, the music of Gothic novels

and plays is not Gothic music as we conceive of it. It is celebratory,
calming or transcendent rather than scary. By 1820, the music of Gothic

is more likely to provoke shock, discomfort and unease. Melodrama

brings about this change. Its ascendancy had long-lasting effects on
the music of the Gothic more generally — in fiction and poetry, on the
stage and the screen. The Element considers work by writers including

Ann Radcliffe, Matthew Lewis, Eliza Fenwick, Samuel Taylor Coleridge

and James Boaden in conjunction with music by composers such as

Michael Kelly, Stephen Storace and Samuel Arnold. Audio files of the

music accompany the Element.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.cambridge.org/
GOTH_McEvoy_abstract

Keywords: Ann Radcliffe, Matthew Lewis, Michael Kelly, Stephen Storace,
Gothic Drama
© Emma McEvoy 2024

ISBNs: 9781009532860 (HB), 9781009170376 (PB), 9781009170369 (OC)
ISSNs: 2634-8721 (online), 2634-8713 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009532860
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-53286-0 — The Music of the Gothic 1789-1820
Emma McEvoy

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Introduction

1 'Various and Enchanting Powers": Music
in the Radcliffean Romance

2 'No Longer Blended'’: Rewriting Radcliffe’'s Music
3 Ann Radcliffe Goes to the Opera

4 ‘Jolly Friars Tippled Here": Gothic Drama
as Comic Opera

5 'The Captivation of an Unearthly Music":
Michael Kelly, The Castle Spectre and Remorse

6 A’'Change of Strain": Melodrama
and the Advent of Gothic Music
References

Acknowledgements

19

27

37

55

66

83

89

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009532860
www.cambridge.org

