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Abstract: The elections of Donald Trump and Jair Bolsonaro, as well as
the strengthening of the radical right globally, brought back debates
about the similarities and differences between populism and fascism.
This Element argues that fascism and populism are similar insofar as

they construct the people as one, understand leadership as
embodiment, and perform politics of the extraordinary. They are
different because there is a consensus that fascism occurred at

a particular historical moment, and what came after was postfascism.

There is not such an agreement to restrict populism to a historical
moment. These isms also differ in the use of violence to deal with
enemies, and in how they construct their legitimacy using elections or
abolishing democracy. Whereas fascism destroys democracy and
replaces elections with plebiscitary acclamation, populists promise to
give power back to the people. Yet, when in power, the logic of
populism leads to democratic erosion.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.cambridge.org/delatorre
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