
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Nationalism and the Transformation of the State

Following Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014, the recent conflicts

in Ukraine and the Middle East signal the return of geopolitics. This

book challenges conventional approaches that ignore border change,

arguing that geopolitics is driven by nationalism and focusing on how

nationalism transforms the state. Using geocoded historical maps cov-

ering state borders and ethnic groups in Europe, the authors’ spatial

approach shows how, since the French Revolution, nationalism has

caused increasing congruence between state and national borders and

how a lack of congruence increased the risk of armed conflict. This

macro process is traced from early modern Europe and widens the

geographic scope to the entire world in the mid twentieth century.

The analysis shows that the risk of conflict may be increased by how

nationalists, seeking to revive past golden ages and restore their nations’

prestige, respond to incongruent borders. This title is also available as

Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Lars-Erik Cederman is Professor of International Conflict Research

at ETH Zürich: He is the author of Emergent Actors in World Politics

(1997), co-author of Inequality, Grievances and Civil War (Cambridge

University Press, 2013), and Sharing Power, Securing Peace? (Cam-

bridge University Press, 2022), as well as numerous articles in scientific

journals.

Luc Girardin is a project leader at ETH Zürich and CTO at Macrofo-

cus. He is a trained computer and data scientist with a foot in the social

sciences. He co-created the Ethnic Power Relations (EPR) dataset, led

the GROWup federated data platform, and developed the GROWLab

agent-based simulator.

Carl Müller-Crepon is Assistant Professor at the London School of

Economics and Political Science and received his PhD from ETH

Zürich in 2019. Published across leading journals, his research focuses

on state building and ethnic politics in relation to local development

and conflict.

Yannick I. Pengl received his PhD from ETH Zürich in 2018 and

served as Senior Scientist there until 2023. His research focuses on

political economy in sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, and beyond and has

been published in leading journals.

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Nationalism and the

Transformation of the State

Border Change and Political Violence in the

Modern World

Lars-Erik Cederman

ETH Zürich

Luc Girardin

ETH Zürich

Carl Müller-Crepon

London School of Economics and Political Science

Yannick I. Pengl

ETH Zürich

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,

New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009527798

DOI: 10.1017/9781009527767

©Lars-ErikCederman, Luc Girardin,Carl Müller-Crepon and

Yannick I. Pengl 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative

Commons version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part

may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press &

Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009527767 under a

Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use,

distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing

appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works

without permission. To view a copy of this license, visit

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009527767

First published 2025

Cover image: Cover illustration: ‘Völker und Staaten in Mitteleuropa’ (People and States

in Central Europe), 1924, Wilhelm Winkler. Image courtesy of Library of Congress,

Geography and Map Division, https://www.loc.gov/item/2012593211/

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-52779-8 Hardback

ISBN 978-1-009-52780-4 Paperback

Additional resources for this publication at www.cambridge.org/9781009527798

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1◦, 28003

Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page viii

List of Tables xii

Preface xv

Introduction 1

I.1 Nationalism and the Transformation of the State 4
I.2 Obstacles to Understanding the Subversive Force of Nationalism 7
I.3 Overcoming the Obstacles to Understanding Nationalist State

Transformation 10
I.4 Some Prefatory Considerations 11
I.5 A Brief Preview of the Book’s Structure 13

Part I Setting the Analytical Stage

1 Nationalism and the State in the Literature 17

1.1 Nonspatial Theorizing 19
1.2 Methodological Statism 22
1.3 Ahistorical Modernism 25
1.4 Incomplete Empirical Validation 28

2 A Theory of Nationalist State Transformation 31

2.1 Overcoming the Weaknesses of the Nationalism Literature 31
2.2 A Theory of Nationalist State Transformation 39
2.3 Causal Pathways from Incongruence to Geopolitical Outcomes 45
2.4 Theoretical Extensions and Alternatives 49

3 Operationalizing State-Nation Congruence 54

3.1 Motivating Our Approach 54
3.2 Ethnic Groups in Space and Time 58
3.3 States and Ethnic Segments within Them 65
3.4 Border Change and Ethnonationalist Conflicts within and between

States 69
3.5 Right-Sizing, Right-Peopling, and the Homogenization of States 71

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vi Conents

Part II Nationalism and the Transformation of the State

4 War and State Formation in Early Modern Europe 79

4.1 Tilly’s Bellicist Theory of State Formation 81
4.2 Responses to Tilly’s Theory in the Literature 82
4.3 The Core Logic of the Bellicist Paradigm 84
4.4 Systemic Analysis 89
4.5 State-Level Analysis 91
4.6 Dyadic Analysis 101
4.7 Beyond the French Revolution 103
4.8 Conclusion 105

5 Nationalism and the Puzzle of Reversing State Size 108

5.1 Did a Reverse Trend in State Size Occur? 110
5.2 Existing Explanations of State Sizes and Their Trends 111
5.3 Nationalism and Its Effect on State Size 114
5.4 Empirical Analysis 123
5.5 Conclusion 135

6 Shaping States into Nations 138

6.1 Ethnic Geography, Nationalism, and Border Locations 140
6.2 Modeling States as Spatial Partitions 143
6.3 Results 147
6.4 Global Comparison 151
6.5 Conclusion 153

Part III Nationalist State Transformation and War

7 Nationality Questions and War 159

7.1 Literature 161
7.2 Theoretical Argument 164
7.3 Analyzing Nationality Questions and Conflict in Europe from 1816 171
7.4 Global Analysis of Nationality Questions and Conflict from 1946 174
7.5 Conclusion 179

8 Restorative Nationalism and War 181

8.1 Literature 183
8.2 Theoretical Argument 186
8.3 Empirical Approach 195
8.4 Analyses and Results 199
8.5 Conclusion 200

9 Railroads, Separatist Mobilization, and Conflict 203

9.1 Literature 205
9.2 Theoretical Argument 207
9.3 Empirical Analysis 218
9.4 Conclusion 224

10 Nationalism, Right-Peopling, and Ethnic Cleansing 226

10.1 Literature 228
10.2 Theoretical Argument 229
10.3 Research Design 236
10.4 Territorial Threats and Ethnic Cleansing: Results 237
10.5 Conclusion 240

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents vii

Part IV Policy Consequences: Toward Nationalist

Geopolitics?

11 Conclusions for Research and Practice 245

11.1 Summary of Our Main Findings 246
11.2 Lessons for Theory and Future Research 251
11.3 Is the World Returning to Nationalist Geopolitics? 258
11.4 Lessons for Policy 268

Supplementary Information

S4 War and State Formation in Early Modern Europe 273

S4.1 Data Description 273
S4.2 Systemic Analysis 274
S4.3 State-Level Analysis 274
S4.4 Dyadic Analysis 279
S4.5 Robustness Analysis 283

S5 Nationalism and the Puzzle of Reversing State Size 284

S5.1 Defining Ethnic and Territorial Fractionalization 284
S5.2 Analyzing Border-Change Processes 284
S5.3 Nationalist State Transformation and Border-Change Events 287
S5.4 Robustness Analysis 289

S6 Shaping States into Nations 290

S6.1 The Probabilistic Spatial Partition Model 290
S6.2 Empirical Strategy 293
S6.3 Robustness Analysis 294

S7 Nationality Questions and War 295

S7.1 Data Description 295
S7.2 Regression Tables for the Main Analysis of the European Sample 297
S7.3 Regression Tables for the Main Analysis of the Global Sample 301
S7.4 Robustness Analysis 306

S8 Restorative Nationalism and War 307

S8.1 Data and Operationalization 307
S8.2 Analyses and Results 309
S8.3 Timing of Interstate Conflicts 314
S8.4 Alternative Explanations and Robustness Analysis 317

S9 Railroads, Separatist Mobilization, and Conflict 318

S9.1 Data Description 318
S9.2 Tables and Plots for the Main Results 320
S9.3 Instrumental Variable Approach and Further Robustness Analysis 326

S10 Nationalism, “Right-Peopling,” and Ethnic Cleansing 328

S10.1 Empirical Strategy 328
S10.2 Estimation Strategy 330
S10.3 Robustness Analysis 333

References 334

Index 365

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

I.1 Average territorial size of independent states. page 3

2.1 Nationalist state transformation: main theoretical logic. 42

2.2 Causal pathway from incongruence to macro outcomes. 45

2.3 How state-nation incongruence destabilizes the balance

of power between states. 50

2.4 How conflict and border change affect ethnic identities. 51

3.1 “Peoples and Languages of Germany and Neighboring

States.” 60

3.2 Digitized maps by year of creation. 62

3.3 Generating polygons for the Hungarian settlement area

in the HEG dataset. 62

3.4 European state borders. (a) European states in 1816. (b)

European states in 1914. (c) European states in 2017. 67

3.5 Belgian examples of ethnic segments as units of analysis. 68

3.6 Increasing state-to-nation congruence, Europe 1886–2020. 72

3.7 Cumulative change in state-nation congruence,

Europe 1886–2020: contributions of right-sizing and

right-peopling. 73

II.1 The war-driven logic of state formation. 76

II.2 How nationalism affects state size through state-nation

convergence (Chapters 5 and 6). 76

4.1 The bellicist model of war and border change. 84

4.2 Territorial concentration in Europe, 1490–1790. 90

4.3 Comparing territorial size of warring and peaceful states. 91

4.4 War-related and peaceful territorial growth of Prussia,

1490–1790. (a) Territorial growth of Prussia. (b) Prussia

in 1790. 92

4.5 War-related and peaceful territorial growth of France,

1490–1790. (a) Territorial growth of France. (b) France

in 1790. 93

4.6 War-related and peaceful territorial growth of the

Habsburg Empire, 1490–1790. (a) Territorial growth of

the Habsburg Empire. (b) The Habsburg Empire in 1790. 94

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

List of Figures ix

4.7 War-related and peaceful territorial growth of Russia,

1490–1790. (a) Territorial growth of Russia. (b) Russia

in 1790. 95

4.8 Territorial gains and losses at the country level

(1490–1790). (a) Gains as a function of state size. (b)

Gains as a function of cumulative war gains. (c) Losses

as a function of state size. (d) Losses as a function of

cumulative war losses. 99

4.9 Effect of state size on state death during peace and war. 100

4.10 State A’s dyadic gains as a function of its relative size. 102

4.11 Territorial gains and losses at the dyadic level

(1490–1790). (a) State A’s dyadic gains as a function of

cumulative gains. (b) State B’s dyadic losses as a function

of cumulative losses. 102

4.12 Territorial concentration, 1490–2003. 104

5.1 Trends in mean state size in Europe and beyond. 110

5.2 Nation-state and two types of state-nation incongruence.

(a) Nation-state. (b) Ethnic fragmentation of the state.

(c) Territorial fragmentation of the dominant group. 116

5.3 A schematic illustration of ethnic border-change processes. 121

5.4 European trends in ethnic and territorial fractionalization. 124

5.5 Global trends in ethnic and territorial fractionalization. 125

5.6 Duration until border change as a function of

fractionalization in Europe. (a) Probability of territorial

loss for high/low levels of ethnic fractionalization. (b)

Probability of territorial gain for high/low levels of

territorial fractionalization. 126

5.7 Duration until border change as a function of

fractionalization in the global sample. (a) Probability

of territorial loss for high/low levels of ethnic

fractionalization. (b) Probability of territorial gain for

high/low levels of territorial fractionalization. 126

5.8 Ethnic border changes in Europe. 128

5.9 Ethnic border changes around the world. 129

5.10 Duration until border-change events in Europe. (a)

Prob. ethnic secession for high/low levels of ethnic

fractionalization. (b) Prob. unification for high/low levels

of territorial fractionalization. (c) Prob. irredentism for

high/low levels of ethnic fractionalization. 130

5.11 Duration until border change as a function of

fractionalization in the global sample. (a) Prob. ethnic

secession for high/low levels of ethnic fractionalization.

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x List of Figures

(b) Prob. irredentism for high/low levels of territorial

fractionalization. 131

5.12 Comparing ethnic and nonethnic trends in mean state

size with actual trends in Europe. 133

5.13 Comparing ethnic and nonethnic trends in mean state

size with actual global trend. 134

6.1 Europe as a hexagonal spatial lattice. (a) Baseline lattice.

(b) Partitioning into states in 1886; border-crossing

edges in black. (c) Ethnic boundaries in 1836–1885;

color denotes the fraction of maps in which an edge

crosses an ethnic boundary. 145

6.2 Effect of ethnic boundaries on the partitioning of Europe

into states. 148

6.3 Border probabilities, part I. (a) One partitioning sampled

from observed data (2011), baseline model. (b) Predicted

border probabilities based on 120 partitionings sampled

from observed data (2011), baseline model. 149

6.4 Border probabilities, part II. (a) Border probabilities

predicted without ethnic boundaries, baseline model.

(b) Distribution of the effect of ethnic boundaries on

edge-level border probability. 150

6.5 Effect of pre-1886 ethnic boundaries on the partitioning

of Europe into states. 151

6.6 Effect of ethnic boundaries in 1964 on state borders

across continents. 152

III.1 How state-nation incongruence drives ethnonationalist

conflict (Chapters 8–10). 156

III.2 How state-nation incongruence drives ethnic cleansing

(Chapter 10). 157

7.1 Five configurations with or without alien rule and division. 166

7.2 Expected conflict patterns in the five configurations. 171

7.3 Ethnic rebellion, European sample. 172

7.4 Territorial claim onset, European sample. 174

7.5 MID initiation, European sample. 175

7.6 Civil conflict onset, global sample. 176

7.7 Territorial claim onset, global sample. 176

7.8 MID initiation, global sample. 177

7.9 External support for rebels, global sample. 178

8.1 Transition types T1–T3 derived from the configurations

in Figure 7.1. 192

8.2 Linking three historical transitions to civil conflict. 192

8.3 Linking two transition types to interstate conflict. 195

8.4 Lost home rule and lost unity: Polish example. 196

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

List of Figures xi

8.5 Lost home rule, lost unity, and interstate relations:

Romanian example. 197

8.6 Overview of main effect of a golden age (lost home

rule or unity) on civil war, territorial claims, and fatal

militarized interstate disputes. 199

9.1 How railroad construction matters. 211

9.2 Geographic data on yearly railway construction. 219

9.3 Treatment effect of the first railroad on ethnic separatism. 221

9.4 Marginal effect plot. (a) Linguistic distance. (b) Share

dominant group. (c) Segment population. (d) Per capita

GDP. (e) Fiscal capacity. (f) Liberal democracy. 222

9.5 Effects for causal mechanisms: market access, state

reach, and internal connectivity. 224

10.1 Configurations with and without transborder ethnic

kin (TEK). (a) No TEK. (b) Nondominant TEK. (c)

Dominant TEK. 232

10.2 Transitions where border changes entail a loss of home

rule. (a) Stranded TEK. (b) State death and annexation.

(c) State death and partition. 234

10.3 Onsets of ethnic cleansing by year. 236

10.4 Group segments with dominant TEK are at increased

risk of ethnic cleansing, as they are groups with a history

of past home rule. 238

10.5 Change in the probability of ethnic cleansing by TEK

status and past home rule. 239

11.1 Share of country populations exposed to alien rule in 2023. 261

11.2 Share of country populations with powerful kin exposed

to alien rule in 2023. 263

11.3 Trend in group exclusion around the world. 264

11.4 Global trend in the probability of civil conflict per ethnic

group. 265

11.5 Trend in excluded groups with powerful kin. 266

11.6 Trend in the share of state dyads that experience

interstate or internationalized civil conflict. 268

S4.1 Computing cumulative territorial gains of state A from

its neighboring states B, C, and D. 275

S4.2 Linking war-adjacent territorial transfers to peace

agreements. 282

S6.1 Illustration of the PSPM. 291

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Tables

5.1 Classifying border change events in terms of state

births and deaths. page 119

5.2 Classifying ethnic border change events in terms

of state births and deaths. 120

5.3 Number of ethnic border change events as a share of all

events in Europe, 1816–2017. 128

5.4 Number of ethnic border change events as a share of all

events worldwide, 1886–2017. 128

S4.1 OLS models of territorial change at the country level,

1490–1890. 277

S4.2 Cox proportional hazard models of state death,

1490–1790. 279

S4.3 OLS model of gains state A and losses state B, dyadic

level, 1490–1790. 281

S5.1 Cox proportional hazard models of territorial losses and

gains, Europe 1816–2017. 286

S5.2 Cox proportional hazard models of territorial losses and

gains, World 1886–2017. 286

S5.3 Cox proportional hazard models of border-change

events, Europe 1816–2017. 288

S5.4 Cox proportional hazard models of border-change

events, World 1886–2017. 288

S7.1 OLS models of ethnic civil-war onset, Europe 1816–2017. 298

S7.2 OLS models of territorial claim onset, Europe 1816–2001. 299

S7.3 Dyadic MID initiation, Europe 1816–2014. 300

S7.4 OLS models of civil-war onset, global sample

1946–2017/1946–2002. 302

S7.5 OLS models of territorial claim onset, global sample

1945–2001. 303

S7.6 OLS models of MID initiation, global sample 1945–2014. 304

S7.7 OLS models of ethnic rebel support, global sample

1945–2017. 305

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

List of Tables xiii

S8.1 OLS models of civil war onset in ethnic group segments,

1816–2017. 311

S8.2 OLS models of ethnic territorial claims in directed

dyads, 1816–2001. 313

S8.3 OLS models of fatal MID initiation in directed country

dyads, 1816–2014. 314

S8.4 OLS models of golden ages and interstate conflict: timing. 316

S9.1 Railroads and separatism (1816–1945). 322

S9.2 Separatism: linear interaction models. 323

S9.3 Network structure and causal mechanisms. 325

S9.4 Instrumenting railroad access. 327

S10.1 Ethnic cleansing 1886–2020 (OLS): TEK links and past

home rule. 332

www.cambridge.org/9781009527798
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-52779-8 — Nationalism and the Transformation of the State
Lars-Erik Cederman , Luc Girardin , Carl Müller-Crepon , Yannick I. Pengl
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Preface

This book presents the findings of an ERC-funded project, which was

funded by an Advanced ERC Grant “Nationalist State Transformation
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debt of gratitude to our supporters, collaborators, and colleagues, who

have made this project possible.
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fellow Guy Schvitz contributed as a co-author to the papers on which

Chapters 4, 6, and 10 are based. All of the NASTAC project’s PhD stu-

dents co-authored articles that were turned into chapters as well: Dennis

Atzenhofer contributed in this capacity to Chapter 7, Paola Galano Toro

was a co-author on the paper on which Chapter 4 is based, and Roberto

Valli co-authored the paper that forms the basis of Chapter 9. In addi-

tion, Andreas Juon, Maria Murias Muñoz, Seraina Rüegger, and Yaron

Weissberg offered valuable advice and coding support for the project. We

are infinitely grateful for all these collaborators’ contributions, without

which this project could not have been realized.

Two book workshops provided crucial input at a critical phase in the

project’s development. On May 3, 2023, Beth Simmons hosted a work-

shop at the University of Pennsylvania that was attended by Ian Lustick,

Michael Kenwick, Melissa Lee, Brendan O’Leary, and Nicholas Samba-
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Hutchinson, Nadav Shelef, and Maya Tudor contributed.

Beyond the book workshops, several other colleagues have read and

commented on parts of the book manuscript or the papers on which

it is based, including Scott Abramson, Mark Beissinger, Nils-Christian

Bormann, Bruno Caprettini, Daniele Caramani, David Carter, Jeff

Checkel, Stefano Costalli, Elias Dinas, Scott Gates, Ryan Griffiths,

Dominic Hangartner, Michael Hechter, Simon Hix, Christian Joppke,
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Finally, we are indebted to our co-authors and publishers of the article
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