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Legalizing the Revolution

Anticolonial movements of the twentieth century generated audacious ideas of
freedom. Following decolonization, the challenge was to give an institutional
form to those ideas. Through an original account of India’s constitution making,
Legalizing the Revolution explores the promises, challenges, and contradictions
of that task.

In contrast to familiar liberal constitutional templates derived from the metropole,
the book theorizes the distinctively postcolonial constitution through an
innovative synthesis of the history of decolonization and constitutional theory.

The first half of the book traces the contentious transition from the tumult of
popular anticolonial politics to the ordered calculus of postcolonial governance.
The second half explains how major institutions — parliament, judiciary, civil
liberties, and property — were formed by that foundational tension.

A major contribution to postcolonial political theory, the book excavates the
unrealized futures imagined during decolonization. At the same time, through
a critical account of the making of the postcolonial constitutional order, it offers
keys to understanding the present crisis of that order, including and especially in
India.

Sandipto Dasgupta is Assistant Professor of Politics at the New School for
Social Research, New York. His research is in the history of modern political
and social thought, especially the political theory of empire, decolonization, and
postcolonial presents.
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SOUTH ASIA IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

South Asia has become a laboratory for devising new institutions and practices
of modern social life. Forms of capitalist enterprise, providing welfare and social
services, the public role of religion, the management of ethnic conflict, popular
culture and mass democracy in the countries of the region have shown a marked
divergence from known patterns in other parts of the world. South Asia is
now being studied for its relevance to the general theoretical understanding of
modernity itself.

South Asia in the Social Sciences features books that offer innovative research on
contemporary South Asia. It focuses on the place of the region in the various
global disciplines of the social sciences and highlights research that uses
unconventional sources of information and novel research methods. While
recognising that most current research is focused on the larger countries, the
series attempts to showcase research on the smaller countries of the region.
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