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Population displacement is a devastating feature of armed conflict
with far-reaching political and humanitarian consequences. This book
demonstrates the extent to which displacement is a deliberate strategy
of war, not just a consequence of it. Adam Lichtenheld draws on field
research in Uganda and Syria; case studies from Burundi, Indonesia,
and Vietnam; and an original dataset of strategic displacement in 166
civil wars to show that armed groups often uproot civilians to sort
the targeted population, not to get rid of it. When combatants lack
information about opponents’ identities and civilians’ loyalties, they
can use human mobility to infer wartime affiliations through “guilt by
location.” Different displacement strategies occur in different types
of civil wars, with some relying on spatial profiling rather than ethnic
profiling. As displacement reaches record highs, Lichtenheld’s findings
have important implications for the study of forced migration and
policy responses to it.

Adam Lichtenheld is Executive Director of the Immigration Policy
Lab at Stanford University. He has previously worked as a senior
researcher at Mercy Corps and a consultant for the United Nations
Refugee Agency, the World Bank, and the United States Agency for
International Development. He has designed and evaluated policies
and programs on migration and displacement, violence prevention,
and conflict resolution with governments, donor agencies, and
nongovernmental organizations around the world. His articles have
appeared in a number of academic and policy journals, as well as the
Washington Post, and Foreign Policy, and the Conversation.
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We are witnessing a paradigm change, an unchecked slide into an era
in which the scale of global forced displacement as well as the response
required is now clearly dwarfing anything seen before.

Antoénio Guterres, UN Secretary General

I could never understand those that left, how they could just leave like
that, leave everything behind, all that life, all that living ... how were we
supposed to go when we had so many commitments, SO many respon-
sibilities?

Paul Lynch, Prophet Song'
The doctors of this neighborhood might also be informers who would
consider Abdel Latif a terrorist if they knew where he’d been these last
few years — stubbornly clinging on inside that besieged village ...

Suspicions alone were enough to lead to corpses lining the streets. Sus-
picions alone were enough to cause someone to disappear without a
trace.

Khaled Khalifa, Death Is Hard Work?

! Excerpt from Prophet Song copyright © by Paul Lynch. Used by permission of Grove/
Atlantic, Inc. Any third-party use of this material, outside of this publication, is prohibited.

2 Excerpts from Death Is Hard Work by Khaled Khalifa; Translated from the Arabic by
Leri Price. Copyright © 2016 by Hachette-Antoine. Translation copyright © 2019 by
Leri Price. Reprinted by permission of Farrar, Straus and Giroux. All Rights Reserved.
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