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WHITENESS AND AMERICAN  
LITERATURE

�is volume provides an illuminating exploration of how ideas 
about whiteness have shaped the literature and culture of the United 
States. Covering nearly 250 years – from the 1790 Naturalization Act, 
which limited access to citizenship to immigrants who were “free 
white person[s],” to the present – Whiteness and American Literature 
considers how a broad spectrum of novels, movies, short stories, 
television shows, poems, songs, and other works depict whiteness. 
�e collection’s twenty accessible and engaging chapters by renowned 
scholars analyze representations of whiteness in a variety of historical 
periods, literary genres, and aesthetic forms. Chapters also survey 
scholarly work at the crossroads of whiteness studies and disability 
studies, food studies, and other academic disciplines. Designed for 
scholars, students, and general readers, this book is essential reading 
for anyone interested in gaining a deeper understanding of the role 
whiteness plays in the US imagination.

Jolene Hubbs, a professor of American studies at the University 
of Alabama, is the author of Class, Whiteness, and Southern Literature 
(2023).
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Cambridge Themes in American  
Liter ature and Culture

Twenty-�rst-century America puzzles many citizens and observers. A frequently 
cited phrase to describe current partisan divisions is Lincoln’s “A house divided 
against itself cannot stand,” a warning of the perils to the Union from divisions 
generated by slavery. America seems divided in almost every way, on almost every 
attitude. Civic dialogue on issues often seems extremely di�cult. America is an 
experiment always in process, a remarkable union of 300 million diverse people 
covering all races and faiths. As a forum in which ideologies and interpretations 
abound, literary studies has a role to play in explanation and analysis. �e series 
Cambridge �emes in American Literature and Culture addresses the key cul-
tural themes that have brought America to its current moment. It o�ers a sum-
mation of critical knowledge on key cultural themes as well as an intervention in  
the present moment. �is series provides a distinctive, authoritative treatment of 
the key literary and cultural strains in American life while also pointing in new 
critical directions.
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