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PLATONIC AUTONOMY

This volume highlights Plato’s relevance for the notion of personal
autonomy. By offering discussions of self-legislation, self-determination,
self-rule, law, preference, and freedom from a wide range of perspectives,
it shows how deeply they are intertwined with Plato’s more familiar
inquiries into knowledge, moral psychology, ethics, politics, and meta-
physics. The book also reveals how some of the Platonic worries about
self- and other-determination become interpreted and are given explicit
expression by the Neoplatonists. Many chapters question an exclusively
individualistic account of autonomy. The autonomous subject, for
Plato, is not primarily the possessor of individual preferences, nor
someone with a personally unique take on the world, but, rather,
a unified agent who in both collaborative and personal activities origin-
ates her own motions and reasons and commits in a profound sense to
her own actions. It is this understanding of personal autonomy that is
labeled Platonic.

OLOF PETTERSSON is Associate Professor (Docent) in Philosophy at
Uppsala University. He has published extensively on Plato and
ancient philosophy and also edited several books in this field, includ-
ing Plato’s Protagoras: Essays on the Confrontation of Philosophy and
Sophistry (2017) and Defending a Philosophical Life: Readings of Plato’s
Apology (2018).

PAULIINA REMES is Professor in Philosophy at Uppsala University.
She is the author of Plotinus on Self (2007) and Neaplatonism (2008), and
the coeditor, together with Svetla Slaveva-Griffin, of the award-winning
Routledge Handbook of Neoplatonism (2014). She also works on Plato,
particularly his methodology.
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