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THE PEOPLING OF THE CAUCASUS

Located at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and theMiddle East, the Caucasus

region has played a critical role in the dissemination of languages, ideas, and

cultures since prehistoric times. In this study, Aram Yardumian and

Theodore Schurr explore the dispersal of human groups in the Caucasus

beginning in the Paleolithic period. Using evidence from archaeology,

linguistics, and anthropological genetics, they trace changes in settlement

patterns, cultural practices, and genetic variation. Highlighting the region’s

ecological diversity, natural resources, and agricultural productivity,

Yardumian and Schurr reconstruct the timings and likely migration routes

for human settlement following the Last Glacial Maximum, as well as the

possible connections of these expansions to regional economies. Based on

analysis of archaeological site reports, linguistic relationships, and genetic

data previously published separately and in different languages, their synthe-

sis of the most up-to-date evidence opens new vistas onto the chronology

and human dynamics of the Caucasus’ prehistory.

Aram Yardumian is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Bryn Athyn

College. An anthropologist who works at the intersection of genetics and

archaeology, he has conducted ûeldwork in Georgia, Armenia, Oman, and

the Caribbean. He has also investigated the dispersal and prehistory of

anatomically modern humans through phylogeographic studies of

Y-chromosome and mitochondrial haplogroups and the analysis of genomic

DNA.

Theodore G. Schurr is Professor of Anthropology at the University of

Pennsylvania. For over thirty years, he has conducted anthropological

genetics research that combines ethnographic ûeldwork with laboratory

analyses. He has investigated the prehistory of Siberia and the Americas, as

well as that of Australia, Melanesia, Türkiye, Georgia, Pakistan, and

Kazakhstan. He has also explored the role of mitochondrial DNA in com-

plex diseases, metabolism, and adaptation.
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First let us recall that for the Armenians and Georgians, Ranians andMovkanians, Hers

and Leks, Megrelians and Caucasians, there was a single father named T’argamos. This

T’argamos was the son of Tarši, grandson of Iap’et’, son of Noah. Now this T’argamos

was a giant. After the division of tongues – when they built the tower at Babylon, and the

tongues were divided there and they were scattered from there over the whole world – this

the earth, he came and settled between the mountains Masis and Aragats. . . . From his

sons eight men became notable, the most valiant and renowned. The ûrst was Hayk

the second Kartlos, the third Bardos, the fourth Movkan, the ûfth Lekan, the sixth

Heros, the seventh Kovkas, the eighth Egres.

Leonti Mroveli, History of the Kings of Kartli, translated by

R. W. Thomson

The tribes occupying almost all the rest of the [western] coasts are the Blackcloaks

and the Coraxi, with the Colchian city of Dioscurias on the river Anthemus, now

deserted, but once so famous that according to Timosthenes 300 tribes speaking different

languages used to resort to it; and subsequently business was carried on there by Roman

traders with the help of a staff of 130 interpreters.

Pliny the Elder, Natural History Book iv, translated by

H. Rackham

While travellers of the nineteenth century were drawn to Egypt and Mesopotamia

in the hope of observing the remains of legendary ancient civilisations, they came to the

Caucasus for a different reason. This intrepid cohort of Europeans, a combination of the

curious and the pious, were attracted to the mystique that borderlands hold.

Anthony Sagona, The Archaeology of the Caucasus
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