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This book is the first study of the persistence and significance of
ancient lyric in imperial Greek culture. Redefining lyric reception as
a phenomenon ranging from textual engagement with ancient poems
to the appropriation of song traditions, it reconsiders the view of
imperial culture (paideia) as dominated by Homer and fifth-century
Attic literature. It argues that textual knowledge of lyric allowed
imperial writers to show a more sophisticated level of paideia, and
the analysis further reveals how lyric traditions mobilised distinctive
discourses of self-fashioning, local identity, community-making and
power crucial for Greeks under Rome. This is most evident in the
works of Aelius Aristides, who reconfigured ancient lyric to shape his
rhetorical persona and enhance his speeches to imperial communities.
Exploring Aristides’ lyric poetics also changes how we interpret his
reconstruction of the classical tradition and his involvement in the
complex politics of the Empire.
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The Greek culture of the Roman Empire offers a rich field of study. Extraordinary
insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange, political
and ideological conflict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot empire. During this
period, many fundamental elements ofWestern society were being set in place: from the
rise of Christianity, to an influential system of education, to long-lived artistic canons.
This series is the first to focus on the response of Greek culture to its Roman imperial
setting as a significant phenomenon in its own right. To this end, it will publish original
and innovative research in the art, archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion,
and literature of the empire, with an emphasis on Greek material.
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