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This book is the first study of the persistence and significance of
ancient lyric in imperial Greek culture. Redefining lyric reception as
a phenomenon ranging from textual engagement with ancient poems
to the appropriation of song traditions, it reconsiders the view of
imperial culture (paideia) as dominated by Homer and fifth-century
Attic literature. It argues that textual knowledge of lyric allowed
imperial writers to show a more sophisticated level of paideia, and
the analysis further reveals how lyric traditions mobilised distinctive
discourses of self-fashioning, local identity, community-making and
power crucial for Greeks under Rome. This is most evident in the
works of Aelius Aristides, who reconfigured ancient lyric to shape his
rhetorical persona and enhance his speeches to imperial communities.
Exploring Aristides’ lyric poetics also changes how we interpret his
reconstruction of the classical tradition and his involvement in the
complex politics of the Empire.

FRANCESCA MODINI is Leverhulme Early Career Fellow in the
Department of Classics and Ancient History at the University of
Warwick.
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The Greek culture of the Roman Empire offers a rich field of study. Extraordinary

insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange, political

and ideological conflict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot empire. During this

period, many fundamental elements of Western society were being set in place: from the

rise of Christianity, to an influential system of education, to long-lived artistic canons.

This series is the first to focus on the response of Greek culture to its Roman imperial

setting as a significant phenomenon in its own right. To this end, it will publish original

and innovative research in the art, archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion,

and literature of the empire, with an emphasis on Greek material.

Recent titles in the series:

Roman Identity and Lived Religion: Baptismal Art in Late Antiquity

STEFANIE LENK

Christianity, Philosophy, and Roman Power
LEA NICCOLAI

Greek Declamation and the Roman Empire
WILLIAM GUAST

The Death of Myth on Roman Sarcophagi: Allegory and Visual Narrative in the

Late Empire MONT ALLEN

The Lives of Ancient Villages: Rural Society in Roman Anatolia

PETER THONEMANN

Roman Ionia: Constructions of Cultural Identity in Western Asia Minor

MARTIN HALLMANNSECKER
Late Hellenistic Greek Literature in Dialogue
JASON KONIG AND NICOLAS WIATER

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter

More Information

Aelius Aristides and the Poetics
of Lyric in Imperial Greek Culture

FRANCESCA MODINI

University of Warwick

=4 CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE

@Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467
Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009518246

DOI: 10.1017/9781009518215

© Francesca Modini 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009518215

First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress
ISBN 978-1-009-51824-6 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter

More Information

A mio nonno Franco,
mia mamma Marilena

e mia figlia Silvia Rodica

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek

Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatier

More Information

Contents

List of Figures [page viii]
Acknowledgements  [ix]
Editions, Translations and Abbreviations [xi]

Introduction: Imperial Greek Literature, Rhetoric
and Lyric [1]
PART I IMPERIAL PHENOMENOLOGY OF LYRIC

1 Lyric as Literature: Locating Lyric Poetry in Imperial
Paideia [25]

2 Coming (Back) to Life: Materiality, Locality
and Performance of Lyric [64]
PART II AELIUS ARISTIDES  LYRIC

3 Princeps Sophistarum: Aristides’ Construction of Lyric
and His Persona [103]

4 A Praise of Two Cities: Local (and) Lyric Traditions for New
Corinth [148]

5 The Politics of Harmonia: Stasis and Political Song
in Rhodes [181]

6 Musical Empires: Aristides’ Athens and Rome [224]
Epilogue: From Lyric to Aristides and Back,

and Forward [270]

References [276]
Index Locorum [307]
Subject Index [310]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter
More Information

Figures

2.1 Mosaic with male portrait, labelled AKMAN; from the House
of Kakaris. Mid third century ce. Sparta, Archaeological
Museum. © Ephorate of Antiquities of Lakonia, Hellenic
Ministry of Culture and Sports/Archaeological Resources
Fund. [page 69]

2.2 Mosaic with female portrait labelled SATI®Q; from the House
of Kakaris. Mid third century ce. Sparta, Archaeological
Museum. © Ephorate of Antiquities of Lakonia, Hellenic
Ministry of Culture and Sports/Archaeological Resources
Fund. [70]

2.3 Mosaic male portrait labelled AAKMAN; from Gerasa. Ca. 200
CE. Ann Arbor, MI, Kelsey Museum of Archaeology Art &
Artifact Collection (KM 1987.04.0001). © Kelsey
Museum. [71]

2.4 Mosaic male portrait with quotations from Anacreon (frr. 396
and 429 PMG); from Autun. Second century ce. Autun, Musée
Rolin (inv. 1563). © Musée Rolin. [72]

2.5 Stucco relief, Sappho’s leap from the cliffs of Leucas; Porta
Maggiore basilica, Rome. First century ce. © Soprintendenza
Speciale Archeologia, Belle Arti e Paesaggio di Roma. [73]

2.6 Statue of seated man identified as Pindar; from the Serapeion
of Memphis. Late third/early second century Bce. © R. Fortsch.
University of Cologne: Cologne Digital Archaeology Laboratory
(arachne.dainst.org/entity/1115107). [75]

2.7 Marble shield with male portrait labelled TIINAAPOZ. (lower part
of the rim); from the Atrium House, Aphrodisias. Third—fourth
century ct. Aphrodisias Museum (exc. inv. 81-115).
© Aphrodisias Excavations (G. Petruccioli). [76]

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter
More Information

Acknowledgements

The ideas that form the basis of this book have kept me company for
a significant, some may say excessive, number of years. While growing
with me, this project has given me the opportunity to learn from an equally
substantial number of people. The initial idea came from a thoughtful
conversation with Giambattista D’Alessio, whom I also thank for his
support in the first stages of my PhD. Even before that, my interest in
ancient music was sparked by the seminars led by Maria Chiara Martinelli
at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa. To my PhD supervisors, Michael
Trapp and Pavlos Avlamis, I owe a debt of gratitude that exceeds my ability
to repay it in (a few) words. They have overseen my development as
a scholar without losing sight of the human being and have been most
generous with continuous and thought-provoking observations. Michael
has also been so kind as to read through and comment on more versions of

this manuscript than, I suspect, he would have wanted to.

With their comments and suggestions, my PhD examiners Felix
Budelmann and Tim Whitmarsh have made a major contribution to this
work’s transition from thesis to book. Equally crucial have been the guid-
ance of the series editors and the feedback of the anonymous reader, who
have all helped me realise what this book could, and should, become. The
generous support of both the Arts and Humanities Research Council and
the Leverhulme Trust has allowed me to focus on this research for extensive

and fruitful periods of time, thus making its publication possible.

During my shorter and longer collaborations with different institutions
and departments of Classics, I have also benefited from the advice of many
other scholars and colleagues. My deepest thanks in particular to Chris
Carey and Michael Silk in London, Ian Rutherford at Reading, and Janet
Downie at UNC-Chapel Hill. Since my time at Bristol, Patrick Finglass has
been a constant and invaluable mentor. Most recently, at Warwick I have
had the absolute pleasure of discussing my work with Eric Csapo, who
painstakingly commented on each chapter of this book with his sharp

insight.

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek
Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter
More Information

X Acknowledgements

Meanwhile, friends and family near and far have kept me grounded and
passionate about what I do. Special thanks to my sister Valentina, whom
I love dearly despite, or perhaps because of, our differences. The love,
warmth and unwavering support of my husband Dragos have seen me
through many a difficult moment, reminding me that, no matter what,
there will always be a reason to laugh about life together. Thank you also to
our Ethel and, now, to our daughter Silvia Rodica. This book is dedicated to
her, as well to my grandfather Franco and my mother Marilena - three
generations of my family connecting my past, my present and my future.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009518246
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-51824-6 — Aelius Aristides and the Poetics of Lyric in Imperial Greek

Culture

Francesca Modini

Frontmatter
More Information

Editions, Translations and Abbreviations

Aristides’ text is based on Trapp (2017a) and (2021) for Orr. 1-4, and on
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