
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-51714-0 — Feminism, Corpus-assisted Research and Language Inclusivity
Federica Formato
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in Language, Gender and Sexuality
edited by

Helen Sauntson
York St John University

Holly R. Cashman
University of New Hampshire

FEMINISM, CORPUS-

ASSISTED RESEARCH, AND

LANGUAGE INCLUSIVITY

Federica Formato
University of Brighton

www.cambridge.org/9781009517140
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-51714-0 — Feminism, Corpus-assisted Research and Language Inclusivity
Federica Formato
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009517140

DOI: 10.1017/9781009236379

© Federica Formato 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009236379

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-51714-0 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-23636-2 Paperback

ISSN 2634-8772 (online)
ISSN 2634-8764 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009517140
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-51714-0 — Feminism, Corpus-assisted Research and Language Inclusivity
Federica Formato
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Feminism, Corpus-Assisted Research,

and Language Inclusivity

Elements in Language, Gender and Sexuality

DOI: 10.1017/9781009236379
First published online: October 2024

Federica Formato
University of Brighton

Author for correspondence: Federica Formato, f.formato@brighton.ac.uk

Abstract: This Element presents an investigation into the use of the
gender inclusive schwa in a corpus of tweets; the schwa, is employed
in Italian to overcome binary grammatical (feminine and masculine)
morphological inflections. The investigation is set in a country where
LGBTQIA communities still face institutional discrimination, yet it is

contextualised in the growing work on inclusivity discussed
in languages and contexts worldwide. The corpus is examined

quantitatively and qualitatively, as well as read through a triangulation
of two frameworks: Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies and Feminist

Critical Discourse Analysis. The findings, obtained from corpus-assisted
research and digital ethnography, show that the new linguistic strategy

is used creatively, functionally, and not exclusively as a
self-representation tool, but is also a viable and powerful replacement

for generic sexist language.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.Cambridge.org/ELGS_Formato
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