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THE POTTERY INDUSTRIES OF THE ROMAN EAST

What was the social experience of work in the ancient world? In this study,
Elizabeth Murphy approaches this question through the lens offered by a
particular set of workers, the potters and ceramicists in the eastern provinces
of the Roman Empire. Her research draws on the rich and growing dataset
of workshops and production evidence from the Roman East and raises
awareness of the unique features of this particular craft in this region over
several centuries. Highlighting the multifaceted working experience of
professionals through a theoretically informed framework, Murphy recon-
structs the complex lives of people in the past and demonstrates the
importance of studying work and labor as central topics in social and
cultural histories. Her research draws from the fields of archaeology, social
history, and anthropology and applies current social theories — communities
of practice, technological choices, chaine opératoire, cultural hybridity, tasks-
capes — to interpret and offer new insights into the archaeological remains of

workshops and ceramics.

Elizabeth A. Murphy is Assistant Professor of Classics at Florida State
University. Her research focuses on the crafts- and trades-people of the
Roman and Late Antique worlds and uses the archaeological record to gain
insight into the social lives and practices of working communities
in antiquity.
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