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The Cambridge Companion to

US First Ladies

First ladies have always received a great deal of attention and are

among the most recognizable figures of any presidential

administration. They’re often treated as celebrities, making them some

of the most prominent women of their eras. Yet many of their stories

and contributions have been overlooked. Through a collection of

thematic essays, The Cambridge Companion to US First Ladies

provides a thorough and compelling examination of the development

of the first lady institution, and the political, social, and cultural

influence of the women who’ve served in this role. Topics covered

include the evolution of various first lady roles, such as hostess,

campaigner, surrogate, diplomat, social advocate, and trendsetter; how

first ladies have been political assets and liabilities; the impact of first

ladies’ speeches and media usage; first ladies during wartime and

presidential deaths; the contributions of first lady stand-ins; how

presidential spouses have been represented in films; and how these

women are memorialized and remembered – or forgotten.

 .  is Professor of Media Studies at Quinnipiac University.

She is the editor ofMedia Relations and the First Modern Lady: From

Jacqueline Kennedy to Melania Trump and author of First Ladies and

the Fourth Estate: Press Framing of Presidential Wives.

  is Associate Professor in the School of Journalism

and Mass Communications at the University of Kansas. She is the

author of Press Portrayals of Women Politicians and coauthor

ofReviving Rural News. She is the founder ofThe First Ladies podcast

and the Journalism History podcast.
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Cambridge Companions to History

Cambridge Companions to History provide accessible and thought-

provoking introductions to key topics, eras, places and figures,

invaluable to both the student and scholar. Edited by leading

academics, each volume contains specially-commissioned essays by a

team of expert contributors from around the world, presenting cutting-

edge research and suggesting new paths of inquiry for the reader.

Companions are designed not only to offer a comprehensive overview

of their chosen topic, but also to provoke debate and discussion. Like

the highly successful Cambridge Companions to Literature and

Cambridge Companions to Philosophy series, these volumes are ideal

for use by students, and will be of interest also to the curious

general reader.

A full list of recent titles in the series can be found at the following

address: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/universitypress/subjects/

history/series/cambridge-companions-history
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nication studies at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She

is the coeditor of Michelle Obama: First Lady, American Rhetor (2015)
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  is a media researcher and associate professor of

journalism at the University of North Texas in Denton. Her research
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 . , , is an associate professor and the senior
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Vigil’s other publications focus on the rhetoric of Michelle Obama,

Melania Trump, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and George W. Bush, and on

national nominating conventions.
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Chronology of US First Ladies

1789–1797 Martha Washington, wife to George Washington

1797–1801 Abigail Adams, wife to John Adams

1801–1809 Martha “Patsy” Jefferson Randolph, daughter to

Thomas Jefferson

1809–1817 Dolley Madison, wife to James Madison

1817–1825 Elizabeth Monroe, wife to James Monroe

1825–1829 Louisa Adams, wife to John Quincy Adams

1829–1834 Emily Donelson, niece to Andrew Jackson

1834–1837 Sarah Yorke Jackson, daughter-in-law to Andrew Jackson

1838–1841 Angelica Van Buren, daughter-in-law to Martin

Van Buren

1841 Anna Harrison, wife to William Henry Harrison

1841–1842 Letitia Tyler, wife to John Tyler*

1842–1844 Priscilla Cooper Tyler, daughter-in-law to John Tyler

1844–1845 Julia Tyler, second wife to John Tyler

1845–1849 Sarah Polk, wife to James K. Polk

1849–1850 Margaret Taylor, wife to Zachary Taylor**

1849–1850 Mary “Betty” Taylor Bliss, daughter to Zachary Taylor

1850–1853 Abigail Fillmore, wife to Millard Fillmore

1853–1857 Jane Pierce, wife to Franklin Pierce

1857–1861 Harriet Lane, niece to James Buchanan

1861–1865 Mary Lincoln, wife to Abraham Lincoln

1865–1869 Eliza Johnson, wife to Andrew Johnson**

1865–1869 Martha Johnson Patterson, daughter to Andrew Johnson

1869–1877 Julia Grant, wife to Ulysses S. Grant

1877–1881 Lucy Hayes, wife to Rutherford B. Hayes
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1881 Lucretia Garfield, wife to James Garfield

1881–1885 Mary Arthur McElroy, sister to Chester Arthur

1885–1886 Rose Cleveland, sister to Grover Cleveland

1886–1889 Frances Cleveland, wife to Grover Cleveland

1889–1892 Caroline Harrison, wife to Benjamin Harrison*

1892–1893 Mary McKee, daughter to Benjamin Harrison

1893–1897 Frances Cleveland, wife to Grover Cleveland

1897–1901 Ida McKinley, wife to William McKinley

1901–1909 Edith Roosevelt, wife to Theodore Roosevelt

1909–1913 Helen Taft, wife to William Howard Taft

1913–1914 Ellen Wilson, wife to Woodrow Wilson*

1914–1915 Margaret Wilson, daughter to Woodrow Wilson

1915–1921 Edith Wilson, second wife to Woodrow Wilson

1921–1923 Florence Harding, wife to Warren G. Harding

1923–1929 Grace Coolidge, wife to Calvin Coolidge

1929–1933 Lou Hoover, wife to Herbert Hoover

1933–1945 Eleanor Roosevelt, wife to Franklin D. Roosevelt

1945–1953 Bess Truman, wife to Harry S. Truman

1953–1961 Mamie Eisenhower, wife to Dwight D. Eisenhower

1961–1963 Jacqueline Kennedy, wife to John F. Kennedy

1963–1969 Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson, wife to Lyndon B. Johnson

1969–1974 Thelma “Pat” Nixon, wife to Richard Nixon

1974–1977 Betty Ford, wife to Gerald Ford

1977–1981 Rosalynn Carter, wife to Jimmy Carter

1981–1989 Nancy Reagan, wife to Ronald Reagan

1989–1993 Barbara Bush, wife to George H. W. Bush

1993–2001 Hillary Clinton, wife to Bill Clinton

2001–2009 Laura Bush, wife to George W. Bush

2009–2017 Michelle Obama, wife to Barack Obama

2017–2021 Melania Trump, wife to Donald Trump

2021–2025 Jill Biden, wife to Joe Biden

*Died in office.

**Unable to perform formal duties.
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