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This book explores the emerging development of community–investor

dispute prevention and facilitation mechanisms employed by multilateral

and national development banks in the Asia Pacific region. In the decades

since the development of the first accountability mechanisms were

introduced, much has been learned about public consultation, community

engagement and dispute prevention during the early stages of major

infrastructure development programs. Drawing on case studies, project

statistics and survey data, this book explores the achievements, challenges

and lessons learned in community–investor dispute prevention and

resolution in infrastructure projects in twelve states in the Asia Pacific

region. Given the widescale impact of such projects, understanding how to

advance consultation practices with local communities is necessary to realise

the benefits of sustainable growth. This book allows readers to understand

that localised decision-making channels, far from aggregating disputes,

conversely provide a conduit to incorporate joint aspirations into project

design such that disputes are avoided.
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When an effort is participatory, in the sense that it seeks to involve the
people themselves in the generation and application of knowledge . . .

all forge together a path of progress.

Universal House of Justice, letter dated 26 November 2012
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