
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-49452-6 — The Last Man and Gothic Sympathy
Michael Cameron
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in the Gothic
edited by

Dale Townshend
Manchester Metropolitan University

Angela Wright
University of Sheffield

THE LAST MAN

AND GOTHIC SYMPATHY

Michael Cameron
Dalhousie University

www.cambridge.org/9781009494526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-49452-6 — The Last Man and Gothic Sympathy
Michael Cameron
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009494526

DOI: 10.1017/9781009357500

© Michael Cameron 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009357500

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-49452-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-35753-1 Paperback

ISSN 2634-8721 (online)
ISSN 2634-8713 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009494526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-49452-6 — The Last Man and Gothic Sympathy
Michael Cameron
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Last Man and Gothic Sympathy

Elements in the Gothic

DOI: 10.1017/9781009357500
First published online: February 2024

Michael Cameron
Dalhousie University

Author for correspondence: Michael Cameron, cameron.m@dal.ca

Abstract This Element explores the theme of ‘Gothic sympathy’ as it
appears in a collection of ‘Last Man’ novels. A liminal site of both

possibility and irreconcilability, Gothic sympathy at once challenges the
anthropocentric bias of traditional notions of sympathetic concern,

premising compassionate relations with other beings – animal, vegetal,
and so on – beyond the standard measure of the liberal-humanist
subject, and at the same time acknowledges the horror that is the

ineluctable and untranslatable otherness accompanying, interrupting
and shaping such a sympathetic connection. Many examples of ‘Last
Man’ fiction explore the dialectical impasse of Gothic sympathy by

dramatising complicated relationships between a lone liberal-humanist
subject and (often monstrous) other-than-human or posthuman

subjects that will persist beyond humanity’s extinction.
Such confrontations as they appear in Mary Shelley’s The Last Man,

H.G. Wells’s The Time Machine and Richard Matheson’s
I Am Legend will be explored.
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