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Abstract: The last decade has seen a proliferation of research bolstering
the theoretical and methodological rigor of the Multiple Streams

Framework (MSF), one of the most proliûc theories of agenda-setting and
policy change. This Element sets out to address some of the most

prominent criticisms of the theory, including the lack of empirical research
and the inconsistent operationalization of key concepts, by developing the

ûrst comprehensive guide for conducting MSF research. It begins by
introducing the MSF, including key theoretical constructs and hypotheses.

It then presents the most important theoretical extensions of the
framework and articulates a series of best practices for operationalizing,
measuring, and analyzing MSF concepts. It closes by exploring existing
gaps in MSF research and articulating fruitful areas of future research.
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