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Abstract: Where, when, and under what circumstances did money
first emerge? This Element examines this question through

a comparative study of the use of shells to facilitate trade and exchange
in ancient societies around the world. It argues that shell money was

a form of social technology that expanded political-economic
capacities by enabling long-distance trade across boundaries and

between strangers. The Element examines several cases in which shells
and shell beads permeated throughout daily life and became central to
the economic functioning of the societies that used them. In several of
these cases, it argues that shells were used in ways that meet all the

standard definitions of modern money. By examining the wide range of
uses of shell money in ancient economic systems around the world, this

Element explores the diversity of forms that money has taken
throughout human history. This title is also available as Open Access on

Cambridge Core.
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