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The Mahabharata in Global
Political and Social Thought

The ancient Indian epic Mahabharata was first composed in Sanskrit and then
rendered into Indian vernaculars as well as other Asian and European languages.
The Mahabbarata in Global Political and Social Thought positions the epic as an
influential political text and explores its role in shaping the global history of ideas
and modern social, political, and religious thought across India, Europe, Japan,
China, Thailand, Iran, and the Arab world. Drawing on methodologies of global
intellectual and religious history, contributing authors to this volume study how
kings and peasants, statesmen and revolutionaries, intellectuals and activists have
invoked the epic to forge their political visions over the past centuries. The epic has
thus contributed to state formation, nationalism, as well as the decolonization and
democratization of the modern world. This book helps us understand the non-
Eurocentric roots of modern political and social ideas, in India and across Asia
and Europe, and thereby the global origins of contemporary politics, society, and
democracy.

Milinda Banerjee is a lecturer in the history of modern political thought and
political theory at the University of St Andrews, Scotland. His research interests
lie in intellectual history, global history, South Asian history, and political thought.
He published The Mortal God: Imagining the Sovereign in Colonial India (2018)
with the Press.

Julian Strube is a professor of religious studies at the University of Gottingen.
He works from a global historical perspective about the relationship between
religion and politics, as well as debates about the meaning of religion, science, and
philosophy. He is the author of Global Tantra: Religion, Science, and Nationalism in
Colonial Modernity (2022).
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SOUTH ASIAN INTELLECTUAL HISTORY

This series aims to create a cohesive set of volumes on South Asian intellectual history
which will set the paradigm for an emerging academic sub-discipline.

The series, about South Asian worlds of ideas, contributes in multiple ways to
realms of scholarship beyond the niche of South Asian studies. It contributes to
global history, and especially global intellectual history. South Asianist historians —
of the premodern and early modern as well as colonial and postcolonial periods —
have shown with remarkable clarity the problems with provincialized area studies
approaches, and the necessity of studying intellectual-cultural production through
transregional frames. This series therefore marks a pioneering development in
intersecting transregional, transnational, and global history with intellectual history.
It also facilitates interdisciplinary dialogue between established approaches to
intellectual history and wider fields of studying subaltern, demotic, and vernacular
thought, with their profound impact on South Asian history and politics. In doing
so, it plays a profoundly transfigurative role, taking history of ideas beyond elite
vocabularies and text-centrism.
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Local Selfhood, Global Turns: Akshay Kumar Dutta and Bengali Intellectual History
in the Nineteenth Century
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A Note on Transliteration

The authors in this volume use sources in multiple languages, including Arabic,
Bengali, Chinese, English, Hindi, German, Japanese, Marathi, Persian, Thai, and
Urdu. Given this linguistic diversity, our general policy in relation to transliteration
has been to avoid using diacritics, in order to enhance ease of reading for the
non-specialist reader. Specialists in these languages would be easily able to guess
the words being transliterated. Only in a few exceptional cases have we admitted
diacritics, where the absence of these would compromise intelligibility.
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