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HUMAN PERFECTION, TRANSFIGURATION
AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Most people would agree that human perfection is unattainable.
Indeed, theologians have typically expressed ambivalence about the
possibility of human perfection. Yet, paradoxically, depictions of
human perfection are widespread. In this volume, Robin Gill offers
an interdisciplinary study of human perfection in contemporary sec-
ular culture. He demonstrates that the language of perfection is pres-
ent in church memorials, popular depictions of sport, food, music
and art, liturgy and philosophy. He contrasts these examples with
the socio-psychological concept of ‘maladaptive perfectionism’, using
commercial cosmetic surgery as an example, as well as the ‘adaptive
perfectionism’ suggested in the lives of Henry Holland, Paul Farmer
and, more ambivalently, Ludwig Wittgenstein. Gill then provides an
in-depth analysis of New Testament and Septuagint usage of teleios
and theological debates about the human perfection of Jesus. He
argues that the Synoptic accounts of the Transfiguration offer a tem-
plate for a Christian understanding of perfection that has important
ecumenical implications within social ethics.

ROBIN GILL, Emeritus Professor of Applied Theology at the
University of Kent, was the first holder of both the Michael Ramsey
Chair at Kent and the William Leech Research Chair at Newcastle.
His previous books include Moral Passion and Christian Ethics
(Cambridge University Press, 2017) and Sociological Theology (3 vol-
umes, 2012—13).
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Praise for the author’s previous book, Moral Passion and Christian
Ethics

“This is an accessible and informed discussion which is distin-

guished by the comparative treatment of different faiths and a nu-

anced reflection on some of the most important moral exemplars

of recent times. The vitality of the work confirms the continuing
success of its host series.’

David Fergusson, Regius Professor of Divinity,

University of Cambridge (£7 130:7)

“This book offers us an overview of the field of Christian ethics

and related topics from one of its most eminent practitioners, and

anyone who works in this field will find it to be a valuable and
rewarding book.’

Jean Porter, John A. O’Brien Professor of Theology,

University of Notre Dame (SCE 35:3)
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NEW STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN ETHICS

General Editor
ROBIN GILL

Editorial Board
STEPHEN R. L. CLARK, STANLEY HAUERWAS,
ROBIN W. LOVIN

Christian ethics has increasingly assumed a central place within academic theol-
ogy. At the same time the growing power and ambiguity of modern science and
the rising dissatisfaction within the social sciences about claims to value neutral-
ity have prompted renewed interest in ethics within the secular academic world.
There is, therefore, a need for studies in Christian ethics which, as well as being
concerned with the relevance of Christian ethics to the present-day secular debate,
are well informed about parallel discussions in recent philosophy, science, or
social science. New Studies in Christian Ethics aims to provide books that do this
at the highest intellectual level and demonstrate that Christian ethics can make a
distinctive contribution to this debate — either in moral substance or in terms of
underlying moral justifications titles published in the series.

1. Rights and Christian Ethics, Kieran Cronin

2. Biblical Interpretation and Christian Ethics, lan McDonald
3. Power and Christian Ethics, James Mackey

4. Plurality and Christian Ethics, lan S. Markham

5. Moral Action and Christian Ethics, Jean Porter

6. Responsibility and Christian Ethics, William Schweiker

7. Justice and Christian Ethics, E. Clinton Gardner

8. Feminism and Christian Ethics, Susan Parsons

9. Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics, Lisa Sowle Cahill

10. The Environment and Christian Ethics, Michael Northcott
1. Concepts of Person and Christian Ethics, Stanley Rudman
12. Priovities and Christian Ethics, Garth Hallett

13. Community, Liberalism and Christian Ethics, David Fergusson
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