
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-47603-4 — ‘Alaska’ is Not a Blank Space
Julianne Warren
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in Indigenous Environmental Research
edited by

Dina Gilio-Whitaker
California State University San Marcos

Clint R. Carroll
University of Colorado Boulder

Joy Porter
University of Birmingham

Matthias Wong
National University of Singapore

“ALASKA” IS NOT A BLANK

SPACE

Unsettling Aldo Leopold’s Odyssey

Julianne Warren
Independent Scholar

www.cambridge.org/9781009476034
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-47603-4 — ‘Alaska’ is Not a Blank Space
Julianne Warren
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009476034

DOI: 10.1017/9781009384728

© Julianne Warren 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009384728

First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-47603-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-38475-9 Paperback

ISSN 2755-0826 (online)
ISSN 2755-0818 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org.

www.cambridge.org/9781009476034
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-47603-4 — ‘Alaska’ is Not a Blank Space
Julianne Warren
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

“Alaska” Is Not a Blank Space

Unsettling Aldo Leopold’s Odyssey

Elements in Indigenous Environmental Research

DOI: 10.1017/9781009384728
First published online: July 2025

Julianne Warren
Independent Scholar

Author for correspondence: Julianne Warren, coyotetrail.net@pm.me

Abstract: This Element supports Gwich’in, Iñupiat, and all Alaska
Natives’ collective continuance and reparative justice from the

perspective of a settler in the traditional territories of lower Tanana
Dene Peoples. It stands with Alaska Natives’ recovering and safe-
keeping: kinships obstructed by settler-colonialism; ontologies and

languages inseparable from land-relations and incommensurable with
English-language perspectives; and epistemologies not beholden to
any colonialist standard. These rights and responsibilities clash with

Leopoldian conservation narratives still shaping mind-sets and
institutions that eliminate Indigenous Peoples by telling bad history

and by presuming entitlements to lands and norm-making authority. It
models an interlocking method and methodology – surfacing white

supremacist settler-colonialist assumptions and structures of
Leopoldian conservation narratives – that may be adapted to critique
other problematic legacies. It oûers a praxis of anti-colonialist, anti-

racist, liberatory environmental-narrative critical-assessment centering
Indigenous experts and values, including consent, diplomacy, and
intergenerational respect needed for stable coalitions-making for

climate and socio-environmental justice.
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