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Abstract: How do polycentric governance systems respond to new
collective action problems? This Element tackles this question by
studying the governance of adaptation to sea level rise in the San
Francisco Bay Area of California. Like climate mitigation, climate
adaptation has public good characteristics and therefore poses
collective action problems of coordination and cooperation. The

Element brings together the literature on adaptation planning with the
Ecology of Games framework, a theory of polycentricity combining

rational choice institutionalism with social network theory, to
investigate how policy actors address the collective action problems of
climate adaptation: the key barriers to coordination they perceive, the
collaborative relationships they form, and their assessment of the
quality of the cooperation process in the policy forums they attend.

Using both qualitative and quantitative data and analysis, the Element
finds that polycentric governance systems can address coordination

problems by fostering the emergence of leaders who reduce
transaction and information costs. Polycentric systems, however,

struggle to address issues of inequality and redistribution.
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