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Abstract: This Element concerns Wittgenstein’s evolving attitude
toward the opposition between realism and idealism in philosophy.

Despite the marked – and sometimes radical – changes Wittgenstein’s
thinking undergoes from the early to the middle to the later period,
there is an underlying continuity in terms of his unwillingness at any
point to endorse either position in a straightforward manner. Instead,
Wittgenstein can be understood as rejecting both positions, while
nonetheless seeing insights in each position worth retaining. The

author traces these “neither-nor” and “both-and” strands of
Wittgenstein’s attitude toward realism and idealism to his – again,
evolving – insistence on seeing language and thought as worldly
phenomena. That thought and language are about the world and

happen amidst the world they are about undermines the attempt to
formulate any kind of general thesis concerning their interrelation.
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