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Aldobrandini wedding, 28–9

Alexios, Saint, 149–51, 163–4, 338

Amittai, 315, 316, 335

piyyut, 315–16

ancient Greece, marriage in, 14–21

betrothal/agreement to marry, 15

bridal chamber and consummation, 21

crowns, 20

dowries and earnest payments, 15–16

multiple rituals characterizing ancient Greek

weddings, 21

transfer of bride to guardianship of husband,

16–17

transfer of bride to her new home, 20–1

veils, symbolic value and ritual use of, 18–20

veiling of the bride, 17, 38

unveiling of the bride, 18

wedding feasts, 20–1

weddings, 17–21

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 35–48

betrothal, 37, 44, 47

betrothal as “inchoate marriage”, 44

birkat hatanim, 46–7, 68

bridal chamber, 45, 47

bridal week, 38

bride and groom’s attire, 45

consummation, 41, 42, 44, 45–6

crowns/garlands, 43, 45, 47

earnest payment/bride wealth, 37–8, 44

huppah, 44, 45

importance of marriage, 35, 50

Jacob’s Wedding(s): Genesis 29:, 16–30,

36–8

love poetry in the Bible: Psalm 45 and Song

of Songs, 41–3

marriage, arrangements for, 44–5, 44

marriage contracts, 40

marriage prayer, 39–40, 41

marriage sacrifices, 39, 40–1

marriage of Tobias and Sarah: Tobit, 6–8,

38–41

no single ancient source of wedding

process, 35

nuptial ritual according to the Talmud, 43–8

preparing bride and groom for marriage, 42

procession of bride to groom’s house, 44–5, 47

piyyut, 44, 45

singing love poems at weddings, 40

virginity, tokens of, 46

wedding ceremony, nature of, 40

wedding feast, 37, 38, 43, 45, 46

wedding tales in the Septuagint, 36–43

ancient Rome, marriage in, 22–7

arrha sponsalicia, introduction of, 22

betrothal/agreement to marry, 22

bridal dress, 23

consent to marriage, 22

crowns/garlands, 23

domumductio, 23

dowries, 22–3

earnest payments, 22

engagement ring as gift only, 22

formal kiss to seal betrothal, 22, 63–4

Herculean knot, untying, 24, 323

importance of weddings, 27

iron ring given to bride, 22

rituals at groom’s home, 23–4

speeches at banquet, 23, 24–5

speeches at bridal bedchamber, 25–7

wedding feast, 23, 24

anthropology, 332, 354 see also ethnography

Apocrypha, wedding tales from, 66–73

Acts of Thomas, 66–8, 70, 311

Gospel of Philip, 69

Joseph and Aseneth, 70–3, 162–3

Apostolic Constitutions, 252

arrha sponsalicia, 22, 92, 153, 156, 237 see also

earnest/earnest payment

banquets see wedding feasts

Barberini Euchologion, 300–1

betrothal rite and kefaloklisia, 217–18

common cup and eucharistic chalice, 301

common cup, prayer of, 300

Constantinopolitan nuptial services, 198

copied in northern Calabria, 204
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evidence of Constantinopolitan ritual

tradition, as, 196–8

marriage rites, 198, 205–6, 262, 300–1

modeled upon Constantinopolitan text, 196

prayer as alternative to Constantinopolitan

marriage rite, 261–4, 266

Basil of Caesarea/Basil the Great, 73–4, 93, 96

belts, marriage see marriage belts

betrothal

age at betrothal, 93–5, 103

agreements, 37, 213

ancient Greece, 15, 37

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 37, 44, 47

ancient Rome, 22

betrothal and marriage as combined service,

214, 215, 243, 353

betrothal and marriage as distinct rituals,

243, 341

betrothal immediately before marriage,

celebration of, 128

bishop’s involvement in, 61

bridal chamber, and, 343–4

candles, giving of, 238

church buildings, in, 186, 211, 212, 214–15,

218, 224, 243

common cup, 238–40

communion, 223, 239–40

crosses, giving of, 229, 234

dextrarum iunctio, 33–5, 63–4, 235–8

earnest payment, death of groom before

marriage and, 342–3

earnest payment, and, 15, 44, 157, 159–60,

223, 224, 225–35 see also earnest/earnest

payment

ecclesiastical betrothal rite, 123, 124, 127

exchange of rings see betrothal rings

formal betrothal only through church’s

blessing, 95, 98, 103

gifts, giving of, 162, 234–5, 239

gifts, presanctified, 239

imperial betrothal rite, 127, 226–7, 235

importance of betrothal rite, 96

importance of clerical involvement at

betrothal, 98–9, 103–4

“inchoate marriage”, betrothal as, 44, 95–7,

99, 103–4, 343–4

Jewish betrothal, 44, 47, 85–6

juridical strength of, 86, 103

juridically equivalent to marriage, 103

kissing, 22, 34, 63–4, 86, 236–8, 343

“liturgical betrothal”, 103–4, 105, 123,

212–13

liturgical rites for imperial betrothals, 123

loaves, use of, 232, 237–8, 253

marriage belts as gifts, and, 162

narthex, betrothal in, 214

prayers, 216–25, 226, 231–4, 236, 240,

258, 260

rings, giving of see betrothal rings

rites of betrothal see betrothal rites

Roman, 22, 34–5

Salento, 214, 215, 230, 238

“sanctification”, betrothal as, 85–6

betrothal ceremony, location of, 211–16

church buildings, in, 186, 211, 212, 214–15,

218, 224

combining betrothal with liturgical rite of

marriage, 215–16

domestic liturgical rite of betrothal, 213

imperial betrothals, 212

“liturgization” of betrothal customs in

Byzantium, 212–13

betrothal rings, 148, 233–4

ancient Rome, 22

betrothal gifts, as, 151

candles, holding, 238

early Byzantine “marriage rings”, as, 153

early gifting or exchanging of rings, 225–6

earnest gifts, rings as, 234–5

earnest payment, and, 225–35 see also

earnest/earnest payment

exchange of rings, 151, 225–8, 230

formulas/psalms and prayers accompanying

ring exchange, 231–4

gold betrothal rings, 227

guarantee made by a man to marry his

fiancée, as, 22, 227

imperial betrothal, 226–7

inscribed betrothal rings, 157–8

iron betrothal rings, 22, 227

later Byzantine betrothal rings, 157–60

man’s pledge to his future bride, betrothal

ring as, 151

“marriage rings” as betrothal gifts, 151–4

materials, 226–9, 230

metallically distinct, betrothal rings as, 226

placing the rings before an icon, 230

placing of rings upon the gospel book,

230, 234

religious symbol of fidelity, as, 228

silence during ring exchange, 231

single rings, 22, 227–8, 229–30

timing of exchange of rings, 239

triple exchange of rings, 227, 231

women receiving rings at betrothal, 156, 158,

179, 227, 229–30
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betrothal rings (cont.)

betrothal rites, 211–40

betrothal kiss and dextrarum iunctio, 235–8

betrothal prayers, 216–25

imitating marriage: common cup and

communion, 238–40

kefaloklisia, 217–18, 220, 260

location of betrothal ceremony see betrothal

ceremony, location of

ring exchange and earnest payment, 225–35

biblical readings, 185, 293–5

binding see tying and loosening

birkat hatanim/Jewish groom’s blessings,

118–19

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 46–7, 68,

118–19

wine, and, 118–19, 301–2

Book of Ceremonies see De ceremoniis/Book of

Ceremonies

bowls, wedding, 174–6

bread

blessed bread, eulogia as, 252–4

blessed loaves given by priest to couple on

marriage, 255–6

bread cakes, 253

breads offered in memory of deceased,

253–4

eulogia bread, 252–4, 255

loaves in betrothal rite, use of, 232, 237–

8, 253

offerings to the church, as, 252–4

prosphora bread, 253, 254

bridal chamber

ancient Greece, 21

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 45, 47

betrothal, and, 342–4

binding/loosening of, 315, 323

bridal chamber speeches, 21, 25–7, 32, 33, 41,

74–5, 77, 133–4, 312, 332, 340

bridal girdles/marriage belts, and, 24, 72,

162–4, 179, 323

bridal transfer procession see domum

deductio/domumductio/bridal transfer

procession

bridal week, 38, 72–3, 313, 322–3, 337, 339,

346, 351

bride’s ritual and figurative belt loosening,

24, 162, 164, 323

bride’s sexual transformation, liturgical rites

of, 344–7

“children of the bridal chamber”, 56, 57, 315

construction, 312–13, 315, 319, 344

consummation/behind bridal chamber’s

veil, 331–8, 341

consummation, stalling of, 73, 128–32, 135,

338–42, 351

crowns, and see bridal chamber, crowns in

decoration of, 21, 24–5, 45, 82–3, 134–5, 342

De ceremoniis, 119, 125, 126, 135, 320, 329

dismantling, 312, 313–14, 315, 319, 322–

3, 330

hymns, 21, 24, 132, 133, 310, 312

imperial bridal chamber ritual, 328–31

importance/centerpiece of wedding, 60, 69,

70, 82, 85, 313, 315

inaugurating bridal chamber, speeches and

prayer, 328

John Chrysostom, 82–3

paranymphs, role of, 58–9, 287, 333

period of use of, 337–8

prayers and rituals, 41, 45, 47, 53, 57, 66–70,

72, 75, 82, 86, 113, 114, 210, 241, 268, 301

procession to see domum deductio/

domumductio/bridal transfer procession

public appearance of newlyweds, and, 114,

116–17, 119–20

rites see bridal chamber rites

sacrifice in, 39, 40–1

sexual relations after communion, 130, 131,

132, 338, 341

signifiers of a valid union, as, 69

symbolic importance of, 69

unveiling of bride in, 17, 18–19

see also veiling of a bride

velatio ceremonies, as, 290

“voice of the bridegroom”, 58–9

“wedding guests”, and, 56

wine, and, 32, 301, 302–3

see also bridal tent (huppah)

bridal chamber, crowns in, 80, 83, 125

brides crowned before entering

bridegroom’s house, 83

crowning in bridal chamber, 117

depositing or hanging crowns in bridal

chamber, 125, 126, 314, 329, 330

lifting up/exaltation of crowns, 135, 317,

319–22, 325, 329, 330

marriage belts, and, 162–5

pentaphyrgion, crowns suspended from,

125, 329–30

prayers, 313, 317, 319–22, 324, 326, 329,

330–1, 350, 351

removal of crowns, 312, 319, 323, 324, 326,

329, 330–1, 350, 351
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symbolic decoration of bridal chamber,

crowns as, 321–2

symbolic role of crowns within bridal

chamber, 322

tying up crowns, rite of, 322, 329

untying the crowns, rite of, 322, 323, 329

virginity, symbolic values of crowns as signs

of, 320, 324, 331, 340

see also crowns/crowning

bridal chamber rites, 310–51

binding/loosening of bridal chamber,

315, 323

bridal chamber ceremonies as liturgical rite

of marriage, 311–18

bridal chamber rituals without sex, 338–44

bridal week, 313, 322–3, 337, 339, 346, 351

church building, incorporation of bridal

chamber rites into, 347–52

construction of bridal chamber, 312–13, 315,

319, 344

consummation, 331–42, 351

crowns, and see bridal chamber, crowns in

dismantling bridal chamber, 312, 313–14,

315, 319, 322–3, 330

formal liturgical rites at bridal chamber

predating church service, 312

hymns, 310, 312

imperial bridal chamber ritual, 328–31

importance of, 313, 315

inaugurating bridal chamber, 328

liturgical rites of bride’s sexual

transformation, 344–7

meaning of bridal chamber rites, 318–26

nuptial ceremonies at bedchamber, long

tradition of, 310–11

prayers, 301, 310–26, 328–31

processions, 326–8

see also domumductio/domum deductio/

bridal transfer processions

psalmody as bridal chamber hymn, use of,

74–75, 312

sexual relations after communion, 129–130,

338, 341

speeches, 312, 332, 340

tying/veiling of bridal chamber see binding/

loosening of bridal chamber

virginity, evidence of, 334–6

wedding’s ritual focus on bridal chamber,

314–15

bridal dress/clothing/costume, 162, 168, 170

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 45

ancient Rome, 23

belts see marriage belts

blessing bridal clothing before a

wedding, 246

bride’s attire as center of attention, 172, 251

common features, 171

crowns, 20, 71, 171–2

girdles see bridal girdles

gowns/robes, 29, 71

head coverings, 171, 172

jewelery, 71, 171

no ceremonial dress beyond the use of

crowns, 170

nuptial investiture, 246–51

regional provenance, marking, 171

religious symbolism, and, 246

saffron-dyed veils (flammeum), 17, 23, 29

self-collected herbs, crown of, 23

significant variants in bridal outfits, 170

varying between regions, 171

veils, 17, 23, 29, 71, 171

Wedding at Cana depictions, and, 168–72

bridal girdles

bridal chambers, and, 24, 162–3

gold or precious stones, girdle made of, 71

Herculean knot, 24, 323

Roman bridal girdles, 72, 162, 163

untying, 24, 72, 162–4

virginity, and, 17, 72, 162

see also marriage belts

bridal payment /price see earnest/earnest

payment

bridal tent (huppah), 44, 45, 56, 315

bridal transfer procession see domum deductio/

domumductio/bridal transfer procession

bride wealth see earnest/earnest payment

bridal week, 38, 72–3, 313, 322–3, 337, 339,

346, 351

Byzantine imagery, wedding rituals in, 166–79

allusions to Byzantine practice in images of

biblical weddings, 168–73

depictions of Byzantine weddings, 173–9

Byzantine law, 91–105

age at betrothal and marriage, 93–5

betrothal as “inchoate marriage” in

Byzantine canon law, 95–7

making “liturgical marriage” compulsory,

97–105

Byzantine “marriage rings”, 143–60

betrothal gifts, as, 151–3, 156

Dumbarton Oaks Collection, 144–7,

156, 158

later Byzantine betrothal rings, 157–60

medical-magical protection, providing,

153–6
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Byzantine “marriage rings” (cont.)

nuptial crowning as religious symbol on,

108, 144–7, 148

pledge for marriage, as, 148, 151

ritual use of, 148–56

sizes of rings, 151–3

see also betrothal rings

Byzantine romances, 130–1

Byzantinization, 200–4

“Byzantine”, and, 203–4

difficulties in ascertaining when process

began, 202–3

Jerusalem liturgy, of, 190

meaning of, 200

multiple waves of Byzantinization within

scribal practice, 200–2

Calabria

betrothal, 212, 213

communion at marriage, 298

crowning formula, 280

euchologion BAV, Barberini Gr. 336 see

Barberini Euchologion

liturgical manuscripts, 187

regional liturgical history in Calabria and

Sicily, 204–10

standardization of marriage ritual in, 254–5,

256, 294

velatio, 178, 290–1, 292

candles

betrothals, and, 238

marital candles, 106

nuptial crowning, 291

paranymphs holding candles during

marriage rite, 238

Salento, 238

Canonical Responses, 79–80

church buildings

betrothals in, 186, 211, 212, 214–15, 218, 224

crowns, removing from, 350

crowns, returning to, 323, 324

imperial betrothals in, 212, 218

imperial weddings in, 123, 245

incorporation of bridal chamber rites into,

347–52

marriage document signed in, 100

marriage services, 186, 241, 245, 297, 310,

311, 312, 318, 319, 328, 353

ritual impurity, 346–7

sanctuary of, 244

services in church buildings as the norm, 311

treasury, 100, 284, 286

veiling of women after consummation,

345–6

Clement of Alexandria, 64–5

crowns, 64, 78, 84

garlands, 165

sexual intercourse, 324

coins, nuptial imagery on early Byzantine,

136–9

Coislin Euchologion /Euchologion of

Strategios/Coislin, 213

betrothal immediately before marriage, 128

betrothal rings as metallically distinct, 226

betrothal rites, 214

breaking common cup at weddings, 308

breaking a cup at weddings, 306, 308

combining betrothal with marriage rite,

215, 243

dextrarum iunctio, 235

earliest euchologion copied in

Constantinople, as, 193–4

evidence of Constantinopolitan ritual

tradition, as, 196–8

gifting or exchanging of rings, 225–6

imperial betrothal rite, 226, 235

imperial coronation of an Augusta, 111

imperial marriage rite, 243

loosening of nuptial crowns, 329

marriage rites, 115, 128, 194–6, 198, 207,

215, 243, 277–8, 297

nuptial coronation, 277–8

presanctified communion, 115, 297

wine consumed by couple getting

married, 306

common cup, 299–309

Barberini Euchologion, 300, 301

betrothal, and, 238–40

breaking common cup at weddings, 306–8

communion, and, 238–40, 297, 300–1, 303

conditum/mixed wine, 118, 302

domestic common cup ritual, 347

eucharistic chalice, and, 301

hymns after, 326

marriage rite, 256, 297–309

nature of common cup ritual, 118–19, 299,

302–3, 306

prayers/blessings, and, 240, 256, 299–300,

301, 303–4, 305, 308–9, 316

Theophylact Simocatta, 119

two cups, 304–6

communal veiling of couples see velatio

communion/eucharist, 2, 3, 4, 53

betrothal service, in, 223, 239–40
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celebration of eucharists in private

houses, 79

common cup, and, 238–40, 297, 300–1, 303

consecrated at a previous Divine Liturgy, 239

crowns, and, 286

marriage and Divine Liturgy, relationship

between, 295–9

marriage, in, 62–3, 79–80, 86, 115–16, 128,

130, 261, 294, 295–9

marriage rite, 295–9

presanctified communion, 115–16, 296–7,

298, 299

presanctified gifts/eucharistic gifts, 115–16,

239, 296, 297

sexual relations, and, 130, 131, 132, 338, 341

conditum, 301, 302

see also common cup

Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, 133

Book of Ceremonies, 106, 124, 128, 329 see

also De ceremoniis/Book of Ceremonies

consummation, 331–8

ancient Greece, 21, 43

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 41, 42, 44,

45–6

ancient Rome, 28–32

blessings sanctifying consummation, 311

breaking of a vessel, and, 307–8

bridal chamber speeches, 21, 25–7, 32, 33, 41,

74–5, 77, 133–4, 312, 332, 340

bridal chamber, use of, 337–8

bridal sacrifices, and, 40–1

bridal week, 37, 38, 72–3, 313, 322–3, 337,

339, 346, 351

collectively owned sexuality, as part of, 332

communicating successful consummation,

58–9, 333

crowns, and, 320, 322

evidence/tokens of virginity, 46, 334–6

exchange of gifts following, 21

feasts accompanying, 334

integral part of the marriage service, as, 131

Jewish ritual, 45–6, 56–7, 310, 315, 331–2,

334, 335

marriage belts, and, 118, 162–4

praying before consummation, 41

ritual impurity, and, 346–7

rituals prior to, 310

Roman art, in, 28–32

social importance of, 59

social pressure on bride or groom, 332–3

stalling of, 73, 128–32, 135, 338–42, 351

untying of bride’s girdle, 24, 72, 162–4

Turkey, 333

virginity, evidence of, 334–6

“voice of the bridegroom”, 58–9

wine, and, 118–19, 301, 302–3

woman’s first return to the church after,

345–6 see also common cup

cosmological symbolism/imagery

allegorical readings of the cosmos, 274–5

cosmological marriage, 274, 275, 276

cosmological wedding banquets, 273

prayers, and, 272–6, 285–6

wedding at Cana as cosmological event,

275, 276

crowns/crowning

ancient Greece, 20

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 43, 45, 47

ancient Rome, 23

borrowing metal crowns from church, 286

bridal chamber, in see bridal chamber,

crowns in

bride wearing, 20, 71, 171–2

bronze crowns, 166

Byzantine marriage rite, 165–6

central gesture of wedding, crowning as,

179, 242

church treasury, metallic crowns kept in,

284, 286

Clement of Alexandria, 64, 78, 84, 165

consummation, and, 320, 322

crowning, 179, 242, 277–88

domestic crowning, 313, 344

ecclesiastical symbol, wedding crowns,

as, 77

Egypt, 273, 281, 291–2

father’s role in crowning, 71, 75, 76, 77, 83

flowers/garlands, 20, 43, 64, 66, 165, 284–

5, 286

formulas, crowning, 166, 250, 273, 277–

82, 293

Gregory Nazianzen, 71, 75, 77

groom wearing, 20, 43, 171–2

herbs, 23

imagery on late Roman glass, 140–2

idolatrous custom, as, 63

imperial crowns, 108, 113–14, 117, 120–4,

125, 127

lifting/raising/exalting of crowns, 287, 317,

319–22

loosening of crowns, 319–20, 322, 323,

329, 331

marriage rite, crowning in, 241–2,

277–87

martyr’s crowns, 327

meaning of crowns, 142
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crowns/crowning (cont.)

metallic crowns, 20, 71, 165, 284, 286,

323, 324

nave, crowning in, 214

no ceremonial dress beyond the use of

crowns, 170

offerings at moment of crowning, 255

pagan custom, as, 64

paranymphs, crowning of, 286–7

paranymphs holding and lifting up crowns,

287, 348

pentaphyrgion, tying to, 125–6

prayers, and, 258, 264, 277, 282–4, 285, 288

priest’s role in crowning, 77, 113, 174, 277,

287, 289

psalms, and, 166, 250, 278–80, 282

raising/lifting/exalting of crowns, 287,

319–22

readings, and, 293–4

religious symbol, nuptial crowning as,

85, 147

removal of crowns from bridal chamber, 323

removal of crowns from bride and

groom, 323

return of metallic crowns to church, 323, 324

rich symbolic meaning of crowns, 141–2

rings showing crownings, 144–7, 148, 151

rulership, crowns associated with, 166

Salento, 285

second and third marriages, and, 122, 245

Tertullian, 63, 64, 78, 84

tying up of crowns, 322, 329

types of crowns in imperial ceremonial, 121

untying of crowns see loosening of crowns

veiling, and, 178, 290, 291–2

virginity, and, 83, 98, 293, 313, 320–1, 324,

331, 340

Wedding at Cana, 171–2

cups and vessels

breaking of, 306–8

common cup see common cup

Cypriot marriage bowls see marriage bowls/

Cypriot marriage bowls

Dance of Isaiah, 347–9

De ceremoniis/Book of Ceremonies, 124, 178,

237, 297

Augusta, crowning and marriage of, 126–8,

128–9, 215, 242

bridal chamber, 119, 125, 126, 135, 320, 329

consummation, stalling of, 128–32, 338–9

imperial crowns, 125

Magnaura, 116

marriage ritual in, 124–32, 164

nuptial crowns, 125, 126, 135, 320, 329

dextrarum iunctio, 40

betrothal, within, 35, 63–4, 235–8

bishops officiating, 76–7, 138, 147

domestic marriage ritual, in, 34

Gregory Nazianzen, 34, 76–7, 138,

147

images on late antique Byzantine rings,

147, 179

images on marriage belts, 160–1, 179

nuptial ceremony, in, 33–5, 137, 139, 140,

147, 168, 177, 258, 288–9

part of domestic marriage ritual, as, 34

priest performing, 76–7, 139, 147, 277,

287, 289

Roman art, in, 33–5

Tertullian, 34, 63, 235

Didascalia Apostolorum, 49, 65, 73, 93

divorce, 13, 101, 294

developments in divorce law, 92

dowries following divorce, reclaiming, 23

Justinian reducing complexity of, 99

virginity, and, 336

domicile, bride’s transfer of, 280, 338 see also

domumductio

domumductio/domum deductio/bridal transfer

processions, 55, 82, 107, 273, 318

adapted domumductio, procession to bridal

chamber as, 326–8, 348–50

ancient Rome, 23

bride taken to groom’s house by torchlight,

23, 45, 54, 82, 326

hymns during procession to bridal chamber,

326–8, 348–50

John Chrysostom, 82

setting up bridal chamber prior to, 344

taking place after wedding feast, 23

veiling of bride during transfer, 326

dowries, 85, 95, 101

ancient Greece, 15–16

ancient Rome, 22–3

betrothal, on, 15–16

death of husband, 23

divorce, 23, 99

high ranks of society, and, 99–100

documenting, 15–16, 22–3

ownership of, 23

paid by bride’s family to future husband,

15, 22

reciprocations of bride-wealth, as, 16

Roman marriage, and, 22–3, 44 see also

earnest/earnest payment
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early Christian weddings in Eastern

Mediterranean, 49–87

Basil of Caesarea, 73–4, 93, 96

Canonical Responses, 79–80

Clement of Alexandria see Clement of

Alexandria

development of marriage rites, 2, 51–3

Didascalia Apostolorum, 49, 65, 73, 93

first description of a Christian marriage

ceremony, 52

Gregory Nazianzen see Gregory Nazianzen/

Gregory the Theologian

Ignatius of Antioch, 60–1, 65

John Chrysostom see John Chrysostom

marriage and sexual relations, 49–51

marriage ritual in Johannine community,

57–60

marriage ritual in Matthean community,

53–7

Tertullian see Tertullian

theological developments in Christian

thought, 51

wedding allusions in early Syriac authors,

83–7

wedding tales from the Apocrypha see

Apocrypha, wedding tales from

earnest/earnest payments, 15, 37–8, 94, 95, 150

ancient Greece, 15–16

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 37–8, 44

ancient Rome, 22

arrha sponsalicia, 22, 92, 153, 156, 237

betrothals, and, 15, 44, 157, 159–60, 223, 224,

225–35

death of groom, 342–3

engagement rings, 22

high ranks of society, and, 99–100

Jewish practice, 44

legal guarantee of betrothal promise, as, 22

legal recognition of, 92

man’s prenuptial gift as an earnest, 22

“marriage rings” as earnest gifts, 153

paid by groom to bride’s family, 15

ring exchange, and, 157, 159–60, 225–35

Salento, 234

wedding not taking place, 44 see also dowries

Ecloga law books

age limits for marriage, 93–5

Leo III, Ecloga of, 93, 101–2

standards of marriage formation, 101–2

Egypt

Alexandrian tradition, 191–2

bridal week, 323, 346

Chalcedonian Egyptian tradition, 294

crowning, 273, 281, 291–2

domestic eucharists at weddings, 79–80, 115

economic ties to, 205

Egyptian liturgical tradition, 223, 251,

268

Egyptian Nubia, 198–9

Egyptian rituals, use of, 204

Elephantine, 40

euchologia, 200, 201

Greek liturgical manuscripts, 187, 189

liturgical shattering of the cup, 307

magical formulas, 269

marriage, 23, 40, 65, 71, 79–80, 115, 201–2,

205–6, 208, 221, 244, 268, 273, 294

marriage contracts, 40

offerings, 251–2, 253, 254, 255

Pharaonic Egypt, 73

prayers, 201–2, 205, 232, 261, 263, 264–5,

269, 316

velatio, 291, 292

Eleazar

martyr, as, 270, 271

Salome, and, 270–1

Salome as martyr, 270, 271

Ephrem

betrothal as “sanctification”,

85–6

betrothal kiss, 86, 237

hymn on epiphany, 84–5

importance of betrothal, 86

recognized saints in Byzantine Greek

tradition, as, 84

epithalamium/epithalamia, 86, 77, 118, 244,

302, 354

bridal chamber speeches, 21, 25–7, 32, 33, 41,

74–5, 312, 340

domestic eucharist, 86

epithalamia, 132–5

meaning of epithalamium, 134

nature of epithalamia, 133–5

psalm 127 as domestic epithalamium,

75, 244

singing epithalamia, 21, 24, 74–5, 117,

327–328

wedding feast speeches, 24, 75, 133–4

Ethiopia, 59, 333

ethnography, 171, 254, 292, 339–40

domestic religion, 353

marriage hymns, 328

research on wedding ritual, 186

veils, 18–19

virginity, evidence of, 336

eucharist see communion/eucharist
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euchologion: sources and methods, 183–210

Byzantine bridal chamber rites, 312–17

case study: regional liturgical history in

Calabria and Sicily, 204–10

Coislin Euchologion see Coislin

Euchologion/Euchologion of Strategios/

Coislin

eastern Byzantine marriage sources and

“Byzantinization”, 200–4

identifying Constantinopolitan marriage

rite, 193–9

limits of “patriarchal model” for studying

liturgy, 190–3

regional approach to, 186–90

source of marriage rites, euchologion as, 4,

184–6

eulogia see offerings

eulogia bread, 252–4, 255 see also prosphora

bread; offerings

Evagrius Scholasticus, 1, 105, 106–8

flammeum, 23

flowers/garlands see under crowns/crowning

girdles

bridal girdles see bridal girdles

virginity girdles, 17, 72

untying of girdles, 24, 72, 162

Great Palace of Constantinople, 107, 111, 126

Greece, post-Byzantine

betrothal/agreement to marry, 236

breaking a vessel at wedding ceremony,

307–8

bridal costume in modern Greece, 171

kissing at betrothal, 236

newlyweds returning to bride’s parents on

eighth day, 337

processions, 326, 349

veiling, 292–3

Gregory Nazianzen/Gregory the Theologian,

74–8, 139

bishops to officiate dextrarum iunctio, 76–7,

138, 147

clergy participating in weddings, 74, 147

crowning, 71, 75, 77

dextrarum iunctio as part of marriage ritual,

34, 76

epithalamium, 75

father’s role in crowning, 75, 77

prayers done in absentia, 76

Psalm 127 as domestic epithalamium, 244

speeches and prayer inaugurating bridal

chamber, 328

use of psalmody as bridal chamber

hymn, 312

wedding feasts, 77, 78

groom’s clothing/attire, 251

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 45

crowns, 20, 43, 171–2

garlands, 23, 43

nuptial investiture, 246–51

priestly phelonion, use of, 250–1

swords, wearing of, 247–50

handclasps see dextrarum iunctio

Ignatius of Antioch, 60–1, 65

imperial weddings, 105–32

Byzantine coins commemorating, 137–9

imperial bridal chamber ritual, 328–31

imperial marriage rite of Constantinople,

243, 245, 256–7

imperial wedding ritual in Theophanes’

Chronicle, 120–4

marriage ritual in De ceremoniis, 124–32

Maurice and Constantina see Maurice and

Constantina wedding

Italy, Southern/Byzantine Italy

Greek immigration to, 196, 206, 263

Italo-Greek liturgical manuscripts, 178, 188,

192, 204, 212, 213, 215, 230, 234, 253, 263,

268, 291–2

Regional families of liturgy, 187, 209–210

San Salvatore seeMonastery of San Salvatore

in Messina See also Calabria; Salento;

Sicily; Madrid Skylitzes

Jewish customs and rituals

ancient Jewish marriage customs seeAncient

Jewish marriage customs

betrothal, 44, 47, 85–6

birkat hatanim/Jewish groom’s blessings,

46–7, 68, 118–19, 301–2

bridal tent (huppah), 44, 45, 56, 315

consummation, 45–6, 56–7, 310, 315, 331–2,

334, 335

earnest/earnest payments, 44

piyyut, 44, 45, 315–16

Johannine community, marriage ritual in,

57–60

John Chrysostom, 80–4

bridal chamber rituals, 82–3

clergy at domestic wedding celebrations, 81

domumductio, 82

marriage, 80–4

nuptial symbols, 83–4
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sacramental nature of marriage, 81

wedding feasts and celebrations, 13, 81–2

John VI Kantakouzenos, Emperor, 194

Kaleni� Monastery in Serbia, 172–3, 179

kefaloklisia

betrothal rite, and, 217–18, 220, 260

Constantinopolitan kefaloklisia prayers,

260–1

marriage rite, 256, 258–60, 268, 270

text, 218–19, 258–60, 270

kissing, 237

ancient Rome, betrothal in, 22, 63–4

betrothal, and, 22, 34, 63–4, 86, 236–8, 343

loaves, kissing of, 237–8

pagan brides, 34, 63–4

Tertullian, 34, 63–4, 86, 236–7

two distinct kisses for bride and groom, 238–9

weddings, at, 71

loosening see tying and loosening

Lucas of Rossano, 207

Maccabean martyrs/saints, 270–1

Madrid Skylitzes, 165, 176, 177, 178, 179, 289,

290, 291

Magnaura, 116, 125, 329

marriage

age at marriage, 93–5

ancient Greece, in, 14–21

ancient Rome, in, 22–27

belts see marriage belts

blood and wine, mixing of, 172–3, 305–6

bowls see wedding bowls/Cypriot wedding

bowls

breaking a vessel/cup at weddings, 306–8

Byzantine law see Byzantine law

celebrations in the home after church, 309

common cup see common cup

contracts/documents, 39, 40, 62, 100, 102

crowns, and see crowns

“dancing the jar” ritual, 307–8

domestic and public celebration of

legitimate cohabitation, as, 14

domestic nuptial ceremony, 60, 61

early Christian weddings see early Christian

weddings in Eastern Mediterranean

Egypt see Egypt

imperial histories, weddings in see imperial

weddings

Jewish groom’s blessings, 46, 68, 118–19, 302

John Chrysostom, 80–4

kefaloklisia, 256–60, 268, 270

marriage ritual in law and literature see

marriage ritual in law and literature

marriage ritual in Roman art, 27–35

pre-Christian marriage see pre-Christian

marriage ritual in the Mediterranean

world

predating existence of the church, 10

rings see Byzantine “marriage rings”

rites see marriage rites

sacrament, becoming a, 1

second marriages, 122, 296, 345

social practice of marriage, 2

swords, and see swords

visual and material evidence see marriage in

visual and material evidence see also

weddings

marriage belts, 72, 154, 160–5

bridal chamber, and, 162–5

consummation, and, 118, 162–4

images of dextrarum iunctio on, 160–1, 179

medico-magical use of, 162

untying/loosening, 24, 72, 162–4

marriage contracts/documents, 39, 40, 62,

100, 102

prenuptial contracts, 99–100, 102

marriage in visual and material evidence,

136–79

Byzantine marriage belts, 160–5

Byzantine marriage crowns, 165–6

Byzantine “marriage rings” see Byzantine

“marriage rings”

marriage imagery on late Roman glass,

140–2

nuptial imagery on early Byzantine coins,

136–9

wedding rituals in Byzantine imagery see

Byzantine imagery, wedding rituals in

marriage rites, 241–309

Barberini Euchologion, 198, 205–6, 262,

300–1

betrothal and marriage as combined service,

214, 215, 243, 353

biblical readings, 293–5

blessed loaves given by priest to couple on

marriage, 255–6

Christian marriage rites, development of, 2,

51–3

church buildings, marriage services in, 186,

241, 245, 297, 310, 311, 312, 318, 319,

328, 353

church developing marriage rites, 51–2

church’s role in regulation of civil marriage,

92, 93, 97, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103–4
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marriage rites (cont.)

clerical involvement in marriage ritual,

development of, 98, 147

Coislin Euchologion, 115, 128, 194–6, 198,

207, 215, 243, 277–8, 297

common cup, 297–309

communion, 295–9

consent, expression of, 246

Constantinopolitan marriage rite,

identifying, 193–9

crowning, 241–2, 277–87 see also crowns/

crowning

dextrarum iunctio, 288–9 see also dextrarum

iunctio

entrance rituals, 242–6

euchologion as source of, 4, 184–6

formal liturgical rites at bridal chamber

predating church service, 312

hymns, 244–5

imperial marriage rite of Constantinople,

243, 245

initial offerings, 251–6

liturgical role of the church, 62

marriage document signed in church,

100

moral investigation of the couple, 245

nuptial investiture, 246–51

nuptial prayers see nuptial prayers

paranymphs holding candles during

marriage rite, 238

phelonion, 250–251

procession accompanied by liturgical

chant, 243

Psalm 127, use of, 244

rituals at the beginning of the service, 245

singing of a Theotokion, 244

swords see swords

title of the marriage rite, 241–2

velatio, 289–93

marriage ritual in law and literature, 91–135

Byzantine law see Byzantine law

epithalamia, 132–5

weddings in imperial histories see imperial

weddings

martyrs, Maccabean see Maccabean martyrs

Matthean community, marriage ritual in,

53–7

Maurice and Constantina wedding, 105–20

communion, 115–116, 300

description of Evagrius Scholasticus, 106–8

description of Theophylact Simocatta,

108–10

further nuptial ritual, 116–20

location of patriarchal marriage service,

110–13, 125

structure of patriarchal marriage service,

113–16, 260–1

Melkite/Middle Eastern Chalcedonian

Christians, 131, 202–3, 236, 273, 280, 286,

287 see also Byzantinization

Menander Rhetor, 24, 75, 132, 133, 332,

335, 340

Monastery of San Salvatore in Messina, 207

euchologion of San Salvatore, 207–8, 209,

254, 256

nuptial banquets see wedding feasts

nuptial chamber see bridal chamber

nuptial crowns see crowns/crowning

nuptial prayers, 256–77

affirmations of marriage, 271

alternative prayers outside

Constantinopolitan tradition, 261–77

Barberini Euchologion, 262–4, 266

biblical and cosmological imagery, 272–5

commemorations of biblical couples, 269–71

concluding prayers of inclination, 276

Constantinopolitan imperial marriage rite,

256–7, 276–7

earliest Italo-Greek manuscripts, prayers in,

268–9

eastern Greek and Syriac texts,

267–8

eastern marriage prayer, most significant,

264–7

kefaloklisia, 256, 258–60, 268, 270

main prayer of marriage, 256–8

offerings

blessed bread, eulogia as, 252–4, 255

blessed loaves given by priest to couple on

marriage, 255–6

breads offered in memory of deceased,

253–4

Egypt, 251–2, 253, 254, 255

eucharist, 62, 79

initial offerings, 251–6

moment of crowning, offerings at,

255

priest giving eulogia to the couple and

paranymphs, 254–6

votive offerings, 166 see also eulogia bread;

prosphora bread

paranymphs

bridal chamber, and, 58–9, 333
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crowning of, 286–7

holding and lifting up crowns, 287, 348

weddings, role at, 114, 238, 243, 246, 252,

254–5, 305, 348

wedding witnesses and sponsors, as, 243

paterfamilias, 22, 61, 63, 139

piyyut (Jewish liturgical poem), 44, 45, 315–16

poems/poetry

epithalamia see epithalamium/epithalamia

love poetry in the Bible: Psalm 45 and Song

of Songs, 41–3

piyyut, 44, 45, 315–16

singing love poems at weddings, 40

prayers

ancient Jewish, 39–40, 41

betrothal prayers, 216–25, 226, 231–4, 236,

240, 258, 260

bridal chamber rituals, 315–18

common cup, and, 240, 256, 299–300, 301,

303–4, 305, 308–9, 316

crowns, and, 258, 264, 277, 282–4, 285, 288

crowns in bridal chamber, and, 313, 317,

319–22, 324, 326, 329, 330–1, 350, 351

Egypt, 201–2, 205, 232, 261, 263, 264–5,

269, 316

festal meal, prayers over, 334

kefaloklisia see kefaloklisia

marriage rite, 256–60, 268, 270

newlyweds’ “loosening”, for, 323–4

nuptial prayers see nuptial prayers

ring prayers, 232–4

pre-Christian marriage ritual in the

Mediterranean world, 13–48

ancient Greece, marriage in see ancient

Greece, marriage in

ancient Jewish marriage customs see ancient

Jewish marriage customs

ancient Rome, marriage in, 22–7

ancient wedding traditions, 14

importance of marriage, 13–14

Roman art, marriage ritual in, 27–35

presanctified communion see communion/

eucharist

presanctified gifts see communion/eucharist

processions, bridal transfer see domumductio/

domum deductio/bridal transfer

procession

Prochiron Calabriae/Prochiron Legum, 213

prosphora bread, 253, 254 see also eulogia

bread; offerings

rings

ancient Rome, 22

betrothal rings see betrothal rings

crowning images on, 144–7, 148, 151

dextrarum iunctio images on late antique

Byzantine rings, 147, 148, 151, 179

later Byzantine betrothal rings, 157–60

marriage rings see Byzantine “marriage

rings”

prayers, and, 232–4

Salento, 229, 230

wedding rings, 232–3

romances, Byzantine, 130–1

Romanos the Melodist, 260

Rome/Roman

bride’s ritual and figurative belt

loosening, 164

consummation, 28–33, 43

dextrarum iunctio, 63

kissing in Roman law, 236–237

marriage as a legal agreement, 51

marriage imagery on late Roman glass,

140–2

marriage in ancient Rome see ancient Rome,

marriage in

marriage ritual in Roman art see Roman art,

marriage ritual in

ritual kissing at betrothal, 22, 63–4

Roman art, marriage ritual in, 27–35

Aldobrandini Wedding, 28, 29

consummation, 28–32

dextrarum iunctio, 33–5

marriage ceremonies, 27–8, 33–5

Pompeii’s Villa of Mysteries, frescoes in,

27–8

Villa Farnesina, erotic images in, 28–32

sacrifices

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 39, 40–1

bridegroom offering, 23

Christian alternative to bridal sacrifices, 62

crowns, religious sacrifice and, 20

father of the bride offering a sacrifice, 17

pagan custom of bridal sacrifices, 40,

52, 62

sacrifices in bridal chambers, 41

Salento, 188, 204–5, 209, 213

betrothal, 214, 215, 230, 238

breaking a cup at weddings, 306

crowns/garlands, 285

earnest gifts, 234

giving of candles to the betrothed, 238

liturgical manuscripts, 205, 209–10

rings, 229, 230

swords at weddings, use of, 247, 248, 249
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Salome

Eleazar, and, 270–1

martyr, as, 270, 271

San Salvatore in Messina see Monastery of San

Salvatore in Messina

second and third marriages, 122, 296, 345

crowning rites not used, 245

Serbia

blood-mingling rituals, 172, 173

bridal chamber rites, 334, 338

bridal costume, 171

church weddings, 173

inscribed betrothal rings, 158, 159

Kaleni� Monastery, 172, 173

marriage rites, 210, 292, 295

wedding feasts, 173

weddings, 105, 173, 210

sex/sexual relations, 50, 324

bathing after sexual relations, 129

bridal chamber rites expressing positive view

of marital sex, 325

bridal week, and, 351

communion, sexual relations after, 130, 131,

132, 338, 341

conjugal relations incompatible with

Christian life, 49

consummation see consummation

early Christian marriage, and, 49–51

feasts, and, 56

liturgical rites of bride’s sexual

transformation, 344–7

marriage as a sexual relationship, 51,

266–7

premarital sexual relations among betrothed

couples, 86, 96, 341

retribution after breaking of exclusive sexual

relationship, 248

sexual abstinence, 56, 68, 149, 351

sexual intercourse, 49, 324–5

sexual relations after marriage rite, 341

sexual symbols, “untying” and “loosening”,

as, 323

virginity see virginity

wine’s association with sexual intercourse

and fertility, 118

women’s sexual transformation, veiling as

sign of, 345–6

Shepherd of Hermas, 49

Sicily

betrothal, 213

communion at marriage, 298

crowning formula, 280

Norman Kingdom, 176, 248

regional liturgical history in Calabria and

Sicily, 204–10

standardization of marriage ritual in, 254–5,

256, 294

velatio, 178, 290–1, 292

speeches

ancient Rome, 23, 24–7

bridal chamber, inaugurating, 328

bridal chamber speeches, 21, 25–7, 32, 33, 41,

74–5, 77, 133–4, 312, 332, 340

epithalamia, 24, 75, 133–4

wedding feast speeches, 23, 24, 75, 133–4

swords

family lineage, representing, 248–9

grooms wearing, 247–50, 278

meaning of swords at weddings, 248

priests girding sword around the groom,

249–50

psalm accompanying sword-girding, 249–50

Salento, 247, 248, 249

symbolism, cosmological see cosmological

symbolism/imagery

Syriac communities and traditions

betrothal, 96, 99, 211, 236

betrothal as “inchoate marriage”, 99, 344

betrothal rings, 153

betrothal rite, importance of, 96

bridal chamber, 315

bridal clothing, 246

bridal gifts, 235

bridal week, 313, 323

clerical involvement at betrothal, 98

crown prayers, 282, 284, 285

crowning, 280

dextrarum iunctio, 236

jewelry, importance of, 229

marriage rites, 188–9

paranymphs receiving crowns, 286–7

ring prayers, 232–4

rings, exchange of, 228, 229

sexual intercourse, 324–5

wedding allusions in early Syriac authors,

84–7

Taktikon of Emperor John VI

Kantakouzenos, 194

Tertullian, 61–4, 65

crowns, aversion to, 63, 64, 78, 84

dextrarum iunctio, 34, 63, 235

marriage and the eucharist, 62, 79

ritual kissing at betrothal, 34, 63–4, 86,

236–7

veils, 34
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Theophanes the Confessor

Chronicle, 120–4

crowning, 121

Emperor Heraclius, 120–1, 122

Irene and Leo IV, marriage of, 123–4, 127

Theophylact Simocatta, 1–3

common cup, 119

crowning, 277

festivities following marriage, 120

further nuptial ritual, 116–20

imperial wedding of Maurice and

Constantina, 52, 105–6, 108–120, 260–1

location of the patriarchal marriage service,

110–13

nuptial crowning, 113–14

reception of communion, 115

structure of the patriarchal marriage service,

113–16

tokens of virginity see virginity

Turkey

bridegroom’s friend as guardian of bridal

chamber, 59

consummation, confirmation of, 333

“dancing the jar” ritual, 307–8

newlyweds returning to bride’s parents on

eighth day, 337–8

prayer after bridal transfer, 318

tying and loosening

bridal chamber, binding/loosening of, 315,

323, 329

bridal chamber, tying/veiling of, 315

bride’s cingulum/belt, loosening/untying of,

24, 72, 162–4

crowns, loosening of, 329, 331

crowns, tying to pentaphyrgion, 125–6

crowns, tying up, 322, 329

crowns, untying of, 319–20, 322, 323, 329

newlyweds’ “loosening”, prayers for, 323–4

removal of crowns from bridal chamber, 323

removal of crowns from bride and

groom, 323

Roman Herculean knot, untying, 24, 323

sexual symbols, “untying” and “loosening”,

as, 323

virginity, loosening symbols of, 331

untying see tying and loosening

veiling of a bride, 289

ancient Greece, in, 17, 18–19, 38

bridal chamber, and, 17, 18–19, 290

domumductio, during, 326

importance of, 19, 38

practical role of, 18

symbolic value of wedding veil, 18–19

unveiling of a bride, 17, 18–19

veiling

ancient Greece, in, 17, 18, 38

betrothal, and, 34

bridal chamber, veiling of, 315

communal veiling of couples see velatio

crowning, and, 178, 290, 291–2

marriage rite, 289–93

symbolic value and ritual use of in ancient

Greece, 18–20

Tertullian, 34

unveiling of a bride see veiling of a bride

veiling of a bride see veiling of a bride

veils as symbols of male guardianship and

protection, 19

velatio see velatio

women’s sexual transformation, veiling as

sign of, 345–6

women’s veils, 18

velatio

alternative to use of nuptial crowns, as, 290

bridal chamber, and, 17, 18–19, 290

bridal chamber as velatio ceremony, 290

Calabria, 178, 290–1, 292

Egypt, 291, 292

Greece, 292–3

marriage rites, in, 289–93

nature of, 289, 290–3

Sicily, 178, 290–1, 292

types of textiles used, 291

vessels see cups and vessels

virginity

ancient Jewish marriage customs,

46

crowns, and, 83, 98, 293, 313, 320–1, 324,

331, 340

evidence/tokens of, 46, 334–6

girdles of virginity, 17, 72

girdles, untying, 24, 72, 162

Herculean knot, untying, 24, 323

importance of, 345

loosening of a bride’s belt as metaphor for

loss of virginity, 162

loosening of symbols of virginity, 331

loss of virginity prior to marriage, 98

marriage breaking presumed state of

virginity, 307

premarital virginity, importance of, 332

symbolic value as sign of virginity, crown as,

320, 324, 331, 340

veiling, and, 19
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virginity (cont.)

virtue of virginity for men and women, 131,

332 see also sex/sexual relations

Wedding at Cana, 179, 266

blood-mingling rituals, 172–3

bridal attire, 168–72

Christ’s presence at, 266–7, 276, 316, 325

cosmological event, as, 273, 275, 276

crowns, 171–2

fresco at Gra
anica monastery, 170

fresco at Kaleni� monastery, 172–3, 179,

305–6

fresco in St. Nicholas Orphanos,

Thessaloniki, 168, 169

Gospel of John’s description of, 57, 260, 294

mixing blood with wine, ritual act of, 172–3

most commonly depicted biblical wedding

scene, 168–70

Romanos the Melodist’s kontakion on, 260

wedding bowls/Cypriot wedding bowls, 174–6

wedding feasts, 63, 66, 74, 77, 83, 131, 316,

342, 354

ancient Greece, 20–1

ancient Jewish marriage customs, 37, 38, 43,

45, 46

ancient Rome, 23, 24

Balkan liturgical manuscripts

mentioning, 334

ceremonial toasting of bride and groom, 140

character of, 63, 78, 81

consummation, accompanying, 334

cosmological wedding banquets, 273

crowns, and, 171–2

domumductio, and, 23, 54, 55–6

epithalamium at, 24, 75

extravagance of, 13

Gregory Nazianzen, 77, 78

John Chrysostom, 13, 81–2

managed by the family, 333

pagan content, 66

prayers, 334

seven-day wedding feasts, 38, 72

speeches, 24, 75, 133–4

public establishment of marriage bond,

as, 173

wine, and, 118, 303

wedding poems see epithalamium/epithalamia

weddings see Aldobrandini wedding; imperial

weddings; Maurice and Constantina

wedding; Wedding at Cana, wedding

feasts see also marriage

wine

birkat hatanim, 118–19, 301–2

blood and wine, mixing of, 172–3, 305–6

breaking a wine bottle at wedding

ceremony, 307

bridal chamber, and, 32, 301, 302–3

common cup see common cup

consummation, and, 118–19, 301, 302–3

cure for infertility, as, 118

domestic blessings of wine, 301–2

ritual and medicinal uses, 118

sexual intercourse and fertility, associations

with, 118

wine at feast imbued with symbolic meaning,

118

see also common cup
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