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ROBERT LOWELL IN CONTEXT

Robert Lowell was one of the most influential American poets of the
twentieth century. In the s and ‘s, he was an emblematic poet
of his time, but a more nuanced appreciation is now necessary. This
volume explores the various contexts of Lowell’s life and work and
evaluates his oeuvre from new perspectives. Individual chapters
address his relation to the South, his religious evolution, aspects of
his marriages and private life, his bipolar disorder seen through new
theories of mental illness, and his work as a letter writer and as a
connoisseur of art and photography. The book also introduces new
parameters for a contemporary study of Lowell, commenting on
current debates about race and privilege, feminism, eco-
consciousness, his engagement with the natural environment, as well
as his friendships with Randall Jarrell and Robert Penn Warren.

  is the author of American Women Writers
and the Nazis: Ethics and Politics in Boyle, Porter, Stafford, and
Hellman (). He is the editor of Kay Boyle for the Twenty-First
Century (), Critical Insights: Barbara Kingsolver (), Katherine
Anne Porter’s Ship of Fools: New Interpretations and Transatlantic
Contexts (), and Robert Lowell in a New Century ().

 ść is Associate Professor of English and Director of
the American Studies Center at the University of Warsaw. He is the
author of Robert Lowell: Uncomfortable Epigone of the Grands Maîtres
() and Robert Frost’s Political Body (). He has published in
such journals as a/b: Auto/Biography Studies, Partial Answers, and
College Literature. Most recently, he has coedited, with Steven
G. Axelrod, Robert Lowell’s Memoirs ().
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In memory of Saskia Hamilton, –
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Literature, and American Literary History.

  is Professor of English and American Literature at
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. His research focuses on the memory of
war and twentieth-century American poetry. He is the author of Bells for
America: The Cold War, Modernism, and the Netherlands Carillon in
Arlington, which was published by Penn State University Press in
 and republished with a new epilogue by Amsterdam University
Press in . His book Among the Nightmare Fighters: American Poets of
World War II () traced how American poets, including Lowell,
came to terms with how World War II affected their lives and literature.
Earlier, Oostdijk coedited, with Markha G. Valenta, a collection of
essays called Tales of the Great American Victory: World War II in
Politics and Poetics ().

  is Assistant Professor of English Literature in the
Faculty of Letters at the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile.
He has edited two volumes of the Readings in the Cantos project through
Clemson University Press ( and ) and is editing a third.
He edited News from Afar: Ezra Pound and Some Contemporary British
Poetries (). He has written on Ezra Pound and modernism in
various contexts, as well as on mid-century American poetics, sports
literature, and the history of the book. He is currently researching
Westerns and time.

  is Professor Emeritus in the Department of English
Studies at Durham University. He has written extensively on modern
British, Irish, and American poetry, including two books on Philip
Larkin and essays on W. B. Yeats, T. S. Eliot, W. H. Auden, Robert
Frost, and Seamus Heaney. He has also edited Irish Writing:
An Anthology of Irish Literature in English – (). His most
recent book is The Sonnet (), the first comprehensive study of the
sonnet in English. He is coeditor, with Andrew Motion, of The Penguin
Book of Elegy () and associate editor, under the general editorship of
Patrick Cheney, of The Oxford History of Poetry in English.

  is a poet, critic, and retired teacher, educated in England
and America. His fifth collection, The Noir American and Other Poems,
was published in . Roberts is the editor of Poetry in the Blood
() and the author of two collections of essays on poets and critics,
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American and British. The more recent, The Taste of My Mornings, was
published in . All are from Shoestring Press. Roberts has written
extensively on Robert Lowell and others for literary magazines such as
PN Review, London Magazine, Agenda, and Stand. A third book of
essays, A Movement of Mind, is forthcoming.

  is Lecturer in English for Academic Purposes at
University College Dublin’s Centre for English and Global Languages.
He is the author of Delmore Schwartz: A Critical Reassessment ()
and coeditor, with Tom Walker, of a special issue of Modernist Cultures
on collaborative poetics (vol. , no. , ). He has published essays
and reviews on US, British, and Irish poetry in edited collections and
journals including Comparative American Studies, Symbiosis, and Essays
in Criticism.

   is the author of the poetry collection
Hysterical Water () as well as a book of literary criticism, Male
Poets and the Agon of the Mother: Contexts in Confessional and
Postconfessional Poetry (). She has published poetry in journals such
as the Kenyon Review, American Poetry Review, Feminist Studies, AGNI,
and Prairie Schooner. Her current scholarship focuses on feminism and
motherhood, and she is working on an analysis of women poets,
novelists, and essayists such as Audre Lorde, Toni Morrison, Grace
Paley, Elizabeth Hardwick, Adrienne Rich, and others. She is
Assistant Professor of English at Hampton University. Being the mother
of three children informs her work on the topic of motherhood critically
and creatively.

   teaches and is Writing Center Director at the
United States Naval Academy. She is the author of Warren, Jarrell, and
Lowell: Collaboration in the Reshaping of American Poetry (), which
won the Warren-Brooks Award. She currently serves as coeditor of the
Robert Penn Warren Studies and has articles in Literary Matters, Robert
Penn Warren Studies, and Masterplots.

  is Associate Professor of English at Indiana University
Bloomington and the author of The Lyric in the Age of the Brain ().
Her essays have appeared in Twentieth-Century Literature, American
Literary History, and most recently in ASAP Journal and Wiley-
Blackwell’s Companion to American Poetry (). Her current book
project is about the converging affective, aesthetic, and political func-
tions of graphic form in twenty-first-century American lyric.
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  is Professor of English Literature at Brigham Young
University. He is the author of The Alcaic Metre in the English
Imagination (), Rough Translation (), The Well-Tempered
Tantrum (), and is editor, with Victoria Moul, of C. H. Sisson
Reconsidered (). Lately, he has contributed chapters to The Oxford
History of Classical Reception in English Literature (vol. , ) and the
forthcoming Oxford Handbook of Greek and Latin Metre. His poems,
verse translations, and literary criticism appear in such journals as Poetry,
Yale Review, New Criterion, American Scholar, and in anthologies from
Yale University Press and W. W. Norton.

  is Professor Emeritus of English at Hartwick
College. He is Founding President of the Elizabeth Bishop Society
and Senior Advisor to the Robert Lowell Society. He is the author of
Elizabeth Bishop: Her Artistic Development (), Midcentury Quartet:
Bishop, Lowell, Jarrell, Berryman, and the Making of a Postmodern
Aesthetic (), and Love Unknown: The Life and Worlds of Elizabeth
Bishop (). He is the principal editor of Words in Air: The Complete
Correspondence between Elizabeth Bishop and Robert Lowell ().
He coedited Rutgers University Press’s three-volume New Anthology of
American Poetry (, , ) and Elizabeth Bishop in the st
Century: Reading the New Editions (). He is the associate editor of
Bishop–Lowell Studies.

  was the  Fulbright Professor of Anglophone Irish Writing
at Queen’s University in Belfast. She is Associate Professor of
Humanities at Boston University and also directs a poetry series and
chairs the Institute for the Study of Irish Culture. Her book A Singing
Contest: Conventions of Sound in the Poetry of Seamus Heaney was
published by Routledge in their series Major Literary Authors ().
Her poetry chapbook, Poor Earth, came out from Finishing Line Press
in . Her poems and prose have appeared in AGNI, Literary
Imagination, Kenyon Review, Harvard Review, Irish Review, and other
journals. Recent publications include a chapter on Fanny Howe’s poetry
in North American Women Poets in the st Century: Beyond Lyric and
Language () and “Poetry and the Police State,” a review of Carmen
Bugan’s Poetry and the Language of Oppression: Essays on Politics and
Poetics (), in Essays in Criticism, Winter / Issue.
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Abbreviations

Works frequently cited have been identified in the text and references by
the following abbreviations:

CP Robert Lowell, Collected Poems, ed. Frank Bidart and David
Gewanter (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, ).

CPr Robert Lowell, Collected Prose, ed. Robert Giroux (New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, ).

DL Elizabeth Hardwick and Robert Lowell, The Dolphin Letters,
–: Elizabeth Hardwick, Robert Lowell, and Their Circle,
ed. Saskia Hamilton (New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, ).

L Robert Lowell, The Letters of Robert Lowell, ed. Saskia Hamilton
(New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, ).

M Robert Lowell, Memoirs, ed. Steven Gould Axelrod and
Grzegorz Kość (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, ).

WIA Elizabeth Bishop and Robert Lowell,Words in Air: The Complete
Correspondence between Elizabeth Bishop and Robert Lowell, ed.
Thomas Travisano with Saskia Hamilton (New York: Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, ).
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