
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-46446-8 — The Moral Foundation of Right
Paul Guyer
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant
edited by

Desmond Hogan
Princeton University

Howard Williams
University of Cardiû

Allen Wood
Indiana University

THE MORAL FOUNDATION

OF RIGHT

Paul Guyer
Brown University (emeritus)

University of Pennsylvania (emeritus)

www.cambridge.org/9781009464468
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-46446-8 — The Moral Foundation of Right
Paul Guyer
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009464468

DOI: 10.1017/9781009464505

© Paul Guyer 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009464505

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-46446-8 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-46449-9 Paperback

ISSN 2397-9461 (online)
ISSN 2514-3824 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009464468
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-46446-8 — The Moral Foundation of Right
Paul Guyer
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Moral Foundation of Right

Elements in the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant

DOI: 10.1017/9781009464505
First published online: December 2024

Paul Guyer
Brown University (emeritus)

University of Pennsylvania (emeritus)

Author for correspondence: Paul Guyer, paul_guyer@brown.edu

Abstract: Kant deûned “Right” (Recht) as the condition that obtains
among a population of physically embodied persons capable of setting
their own ends who live on a ûnite surface and therefore cannot avoid
interaction with each other if each is as free to set their own ends as is
consistent with the freedom of all to do the same. He regarded this

rational idea, heir to the traditional idea of “natural Right,” as the test of
the legitimacy of the laws of any actual state, or “positive Right.” He
clearly considered Right to be part of morality as a whole, namely the
coercively enforceable part, as contrasted to Ethics, which is the non-
coercively enforceable part of morality. Some have questioned whether
Right is part of morality, but this Element shows how Kant’s “Universal
Principle of Right” follows straightforwardly from the foundational idea

of Kant’s moral philosophy as a whole.
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