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abortion, 50, 52

Accius (Lucius Accius), playwright, 117

actors, 86, 97, 98-136, 1912, disgrace associated
with, 123-6; effeminacy of, xxvii, 129-31;
legal restrictions on, 118, 123—6; sexual allure
of, 128—31; status of, in Greece, 98;
subversive power of, 118-19, 124, 127-34; see
also theatre

adoption, st

adulterers, 34, 38—9, 45—9, 62, 65, 813, 91-2; see
also moechocinaedus

adulteresses, 35-6, 38—46, 49—58, 61—2

adultery, 10, 25, 34—62, 912, 107, 193, associated
with abortion, s52; associated with elite
women, 35-6; associated with political
disorder, 42—7, by imperial women, xxix;
law against, xxviii, 34, 37—42; penalties for,
40; prosecution of, 39—40, 61-2;
punishments for, under principate, xxix n;
punishments for, under republic, 40-1

Agrippina the Elder, daughter of Marcus
Vipsanius Agrippa, xxiv n.

Agrippina the Younger, fourth wife of the
emperor Claudius, xxiv n.

ancestors, see maiores

ancestry, importance of, xx—xxi, 14—17, 131,
185—6, 192

Andalusia, parallels of with Rome, 74~

anecdotes, 11

anthropology, xvi—xvii, 74—6

Antony (Marcus Antonius), triumvir, 5, 256,
47, 645, 186—7, 189, 191—2

Apicius (Marcus Gavius Apicius), gourmet,
2034

Appius (Appius Claudius Pulcher), censor so
BCE, 26

Asia, 22, 80, 923, 178, 186

Athens, 23, 30, 93, 110, 122

Augustus (Gaius Iulius Caesar Octavianus),
emperor: as an adulterer, 47-9; building
projects of, 19, 114, 122-3, 164-8, 171-2;
legislates against adultery, xxviii, 34, 37—42,

56—62; ostentatious modesty, xxx; as pater

patriae, Xix, 29, 60; regulates senate, 13;

regulates theatres, 111-12, 124—5; other

mentions of, 19—20, 25, 27, 31, 7980, 185
avarice, 10, 176, 202

Bacchanalian scandal, 44—5

barbarians, 23, 113; see also Germans

Balbus, theatre of, 122

baths, 68, 147, 154—s5, 163, 173—4, 190

Beard, Mary, xv

Berno, Francesca Romana, xxvi—xxvii

bodies, 68—70, 81—, 87—90, 191—2, 195—8

Boswell, John, 66, 77

bribery, xx

Brutus (Marcus Iunius Brutus), tyrannicide, 117

building, see houses, luxurious building, public
buildings, villas

Burton, Graham, xxxv

Caesar (Gaius Iulius Caesar), dictator: and Bona
Dea affair, 34—s5, 54—5; effeminate manners
of, 63, 90; financial affairs of, 183—4; sexual
interests of, 91; and theatre, 131—4; other
mentions of, 59, 114, 117, 172n.

Caligula (Gaius Iulius Caesar Germanicus),
emperor: building activities of, 146—9,
168—70; other excesses of, 8, 28, 119

Campus Martius, 122—3

Carthage, xvii, xx, 177

Catiline (Lucius Sergius Catilina), conspirator:
female associates of, 35, 43, 46—7, 189;
prodigality of, 1, 184; sexual excesses of, 47,
91, 178

Cato the elder (Marcus Porcius Cato, consul 195
BCE, 1-2, 23, 52, 81-2, 139, I'77; on virtues of
Roman ancestors, xx—xxi

Cato the younger (Marcus Porcius Cato),
politician and Stoic, 113

censors, 301, 59—60, 182

chastity, 9-10, 33, 42-3, 58—9, 189

childlessness, 41, 51, 137—40
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Christianity, xvii, xxxvi—xxxvii, 6, 32-3, 106—7

Cicero (Marcus Tullius Cicero), orator and
consul 63 BCE: xvi, xxiii; accuses opponents
ofparticular vices, xxiii, 10—11, 25—6, 46—7,
63—, 70—2, 90, 191—2; financial affairs of,
184; house of, 152, 155-6; on frugalitas, xxii;
origins of, 17; on Roman virtues, xix; other
mentions of, 11516, 128, 151-3, 178—9, 195,
198—202

cinaedus, xxvii

civil war, 34, 435, 91-2, 117

Claudius (Tiberius Claudius Nero Germanicus),
emperor, 31, 50—I, 168

Claudius Etruscus, patron of Statius and
Martial, 163

Clement of Alexandria, Christian writer, 33, 83

Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, 25, 186—7

Clodia, second of three sisters of P. Clodius,
xxiii, xxiv, 11, 35, 46, 49, 179

Clodius (Publius Clodius Pulcher), tribune of
the plebs 58 BCE: and Bona Dea affair, 34,
47; and destruction of Cicero’s house,
155—6, 172n.; sexual excesses of, 11, 47, 64;
other mentions of, 35, 46, 85, 153

competition among the elite, xxi, 15-17, 22—4,
26-8, 113-14, 160-3, 184, 190, 202—4

complaisancy, 39, 457, 53-5

conspicuous consumption, XXXv—xxxvi, 16,
160-3, 180, 186—90, 200—4

convicium, 30

convivium, see dinner parties

contraception, 50

cooks, 177, 199, 200—1

Corbett, PE., 35-6

Corinth, 94

corporal punishment, 1245

country life, associated with virtue, 42, 59, 149,
190

cowardice, 77-8

cuckolds, 38—9, 45-6, 52—6

Curio (Gaius Scribonius Curio), tribune of the
plebs 50 BCE, 645, 912

debt, 113n., 14, 160-3, 175, 178-86

depilation, 68-9, 77, 812, 93—4, 96

diatribe, 1401

Digest, 37-8

dignitas, 32, 99, 133, 1512

dinner parties, 1868, 199—204

divorce, 3840, 42, 54—5

domination, in sexual relationships, 70, 74—,
95-6

Domitian (Titus Flavius Domitianus), emperor,
112, 127, 131, 170

domus aurea, see Golden House

double standard, 49, 52—3

dress, 68—9, 90
drunkenness, 878, 191—2, 199—201
Dugan, John, xxiii

Earl, Donald, 6

education, modern, role of Roman moralising
in, 3

effeminacy, 63—97; accusations of, xxvii; of
actors, 129-31; of complaisant husbands,
53—4; see also mollitia

effeminisation, caused by sexual excess, 85—7

Elagabalus (Marcus Aurelius Antoninus),
€mperor, Xv, XXxi, Xxxv

elite, definitions of, 12—17; relations with
emperor xxx—xxxi; and Roman identity, xix

emperors: assimilated to gods, 168-9, 171—2;
encourage elite extravagance, xxix—xxx,
162-3; as epicentre of Roman identity, xix;
female relatives, xxiv, xxix; give financial aid
to impoverished aristocrats, 184—6; as fount
of justice, xxviii—xxix; hear appeals at
games, 114—15; impose order on theatre, 127,
132—3; low tastes of, 193—4; make aristocrats
appear on stage, 132; reliance on support of
elite, xxx—xxxi; residences of, 163—72; sexual
immorality, xxxi

Ennius (Quintus Ennius), poet, xix, xxii

Epictetus, philosopher: writings of, 57

Epicureanism, 198—201

equestrians, 1217, 128; appear on stage, 131—4;
banned from associating with actors, 132;
special seats at theatre for, 111

Etruscans, 100—2

eunuchs, 81n., 84, 86

exempla, 3, 21-2, 34

expenditure: on games, 110, 113-14, 143; on
houses, 149, 153—5, 160—2; on ephemeral
pleasures, 175-84, 186-91, 198—204

exposure, 50—1

ex-slaves, see freedmen

family, as context for moral regulation, xxviii,
XXiX, 29—30, 60—

Fausta, daughter of Sulla, 35

Flora, goddess, 119—20

flowers, as an ephemeral luxury, 187-8

foods, 176—7, 179, 186—90, 199—201, 203

foreign origin of corrupting influences, 8o,
100-3, 147-8, 157, 1768, 186—7; see also
Hellenisation, Asia, Greece

Foucault, Michel, 9, 29, 56—7, 75-6

freedmen, 16, 42, 1535, 163, 180; imperial, xxix

Friedlander, Ludwig, 7-8

frugality, xxii, xxx, xxxvi, 113, 167, 171, 2012
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Gabinius (Aulus Gabinius), consul 58 BCE, 153,
192n.

gambling, 178, 180, 186-7, 190-1, 193

Gellius (Aulus Gellius), writer, xxviii n.

gender, 67, 75-97

Germans, 55—6, 60

gesture, cultural specificity of, 63; telling nature
of, 85, 89

Gibbon, Edward, 7

Gildenhard, Ingo, and Ciristiano Vigletti, xxii

gladiatorial games, 101

gladiators, 86, 123-5, 129, 133, 179-80

giuttony, Xxxv, 5, 10, 176—9, 18690, 198—200

gold, abuse of, 25

Golden House, xxxiii—xxxv, 148—9, 158, 169—70

Greece: cultural prestige of among modern
historians, 9, 103—6; as source of
homosexuality, xxvii—xxviii n, 80, 94—7; as
source of theatre, 102—4

Greeks: Roman attitudes to, 67-8, 92-8, 177;
see also Hellenisation

Habinek, Tom, xxi, xxvi

Hadrian (Publius Aelius Hadrianus), emperor,
159

Halperin, David, 9

Hellenisation, 22—4, 92—7, 1023, 203—4

Herz, Zachary, xxvil, xxxi—xxxii

Holkeskamp, Karl-Joachim,

homosexual behaviour, xxvii, 64—75, 77, 80—2,
84-5, 86-9, 91-2, 94~7, 130

Hopkins, Keith, xv, xxv

Horace (Quintus Horatius Flaccus), poet:
origins of, 17; tastes of, 105-6, 195

Hortensius (Quintus Hortensius Hortalus),
orator, xxviii n., 96—7, 119

houses, 137—72; cost of, 160—3; as manifestations
of owner’s wealth and status, 138, 150—63;
parallel to state, 138—9; see also luxurious
building, villas

Housman, A.E., 7on., 76

hypocrisy, 26, 73—4

XXi—XXii

idleness, 79, 81-2, 205

immorality, Roman, passim; definitions of, 3—s;
early Christian attitudes to, xxxvi—xxxvii,
33, 106—7; modern attitudes to, xxxvii, 69,
24-5

incontinentia, see self-indulgence

infames, 38, 42, 18, 123—6

infibulation, 86

informers, 40

illegitimacy, 49—s2

invective, 10-11, 46—7, 62, 64—5, 701, 81, 1401,
191-2, 200—1

inventio, 10—11

Judaism, 33
Julia, daughter of Augustus, xxix n., 61-2
Julia, granddaughter of Augustus, xxiv n., xxix n.

Laberius (Decimus Laberius), playwright, 131—4

Lactantius (Lucius Caecilius Firmianus), writer,
XXXVi—XXXVii

laughter, disruptiveness of, 1201

Lavan, Myles, xviii

law, Roman, xxviii, 34—s; see also actors, adultery,
Augustus, lex, sumptuary laws

Lecky, William, 6

lenocinium, see complaisancy

lex Julia de adulteriis, xxviii, 34, 37—42, 61—2

lex Julia de maritandis ordinibus, 41—

lex Julia theatralis, 111-12

lex Papia Poppaea, 40—2

lex Roscia theatralis, 111

lex: Scantinia, 71

libel, 27

libido, see lust and sexual pleasure

licentia, see sexual misbehaviour and theatre,
licence associated with

literary culture, social value of, xxi, xxviii, xxxi,
23—4, 95—7, 105—7, 120—1, 198

literary style, 81—2, 83n., 93, 96—7

Livia, wife of Augustus, xxiv n., 164-s, 185

Livius Drusus, tribune of the plebs 91 BCE, 1501

Livy (Titus Livius), historian, 44—, 100-2, 176-7

Lucretia, 43, 79n.

Lucullus (Lucius Licinius Lucullus), consul 74
BCE and general, 1456, 153, I55n., 172N,

ludi saeculares, s8—9

lust, 5, 43-8, 81—, 878, 913, 128-31, 176—9; and
luxuria, xxvii, see also sexual pleasure

luxurious building, 137—72; by aristocrats, xxxvi;
associated with treason 155—7, 164—s;
associated with tyranny, xxx, 146, 153,
156—7, 164—6, 168—9; criticism of, xxxii; by
imperial freedmen, xxix; ingenuity as
characteristic of, xxxiii, xxxv, 144—9; Nero’s
ceilings, xxxiii—xxxiv; praise of, xxxvi, 142,
163; see also houses

luxury, 5-8, 10, 18, 24—6, 923, 13772, 176-8,
196, 200—6; associated with tyrants, 25, 146;
associated with women, 25, 78-81, 186—7;
compared with traditional frugalitas, xxii,
xxxii—xxxiii; of emperors, 27-8; and lust,
xxvi—xxvii; and power, xxxii—xxxvi

McDonnell, Myles, xxiv—xxv

Maecenas (Gaius Maecenas), associate of
Augustus, 83n., 130

maiores, XX—xXi, 1, 4, 16N, 19, 21-2, 32, 34, 125—G6,
161n., 169, 178n.

Marecellus, theatre of, 122
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marble, 142, 144, 154-5, 1656, 193

marriage: limitations on, 125; promotion of, xxix,
412

Martial (Marcus Valerius Martialis), poet, xxxvi
n.

masculinity, xxiv—xxv, xxvii, 20, 48-9, 53—4, 57,
70, 84, 94—7, 121; see also virtus

masks, 126, 135

medical writers, 71n., 857

Messalina, wife of the emperor Claudius, xxiv,
50, 129

military values, 20-1, 42-3, 95, 100-2;
undermining of, 81-2, 92-3, 135-6

Milnor, Kristina, xxviii, xxix

moderation, praise of, 141-2, 1657, 170-1, 194

moechocinaedus, 83—4, 91

mollitia, xxvii, xxviii n., 63-97, 129—30, 173—4; see
also effeminacy

moral decline, in Rome, xvi—xvii, 6—7, 21, 42—7,
92-3, 102-3, 176-8; associated with
sea-faring, 1478

moralists, xiv, 1-2, 7, 16, 17-19, 23—4, 73—4,
204—6

moralising discourse, xiv, xvi, xxii, xxvi—xxvii,
xxxii

morality, internalisation of, 32, 56-8

mores, 1—4, 18—20, 58, 60, 92—3, 102—3; and
Roman identity, xviii

mores maiorum (‘customs of the ancestors’),
xXxi—xxii

Musonius Rufus, philosopher, 57

nature: disrupted by luxury, xxxiii, 142, 196;
disrupted by subversion of gender roles, 69,
87-8; as source of legitimation, 87—9, 96,
137-8, 140, 1445

Nero (Nero Claudius Caesar), emperor: xxxi,
xxxii, xxxvi, building activities of, xxxii,
xxxili—xxxv, 139, 148—9, 158, 169; interest in
the theatre of, 1023, 121, 132, 134—6; other
excesses of, 5, 28, 193; other mentions of, 8,
119

Norena, Carlos, xxv

Octavian, see Augustus
Octavius (Gnaeus Octavius), consul 165 BCE, 151
oral sex, 71
oratory, 81—2; compared with acting, 117-19;

see also rhetoric
Otho (Marcus Salvius Otho), emperor, 69—70
Ovid (Publius Ovidius Naso), poet, 18—20, 171—2

Palatine hill, 150—2, 155—7, 164—72
paternal powers, 29, 38, s0—1, 60
patronage, 17-8, 73, 138—9

Index of subjects and proper names

pederasty, xxvii n.

penetration, 68, 70—s, 84, 130

perfumes, use of, 68—9, 77, 186-8

Petronius (Gaius Petronius), consul under Nero
and writer(?), 18, 205—6

philosophy, xxvi, 21—4, 174n., 195-8; see also
Epicureanism and Stoicism

Piso (Lucius Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus),
consul 58 BCE, 10, 15, 192n., 200-1

plays, 104—6, 116-17; see also theatre

Pliny the elder (Gaius Plinius Secundus), writer:
XXX N, origins of, 17; rhetoric of, 143; on
Trajan, xxiv, xxv

Pliny the younger (Gaius Plinius Caecilius
Secundus), writer: origins of, 17, tastes of,
195

Plotina, wife of the emperor Trajan, xxiv

poisoning, s1—2

Pollio (Gaius Asinius Pollio), consul 40 BCE, 62

Polybius, historian, on Roman virtue, xix—xx

pomerium, 122—3

Pompey (Gnaeus Pompeius), consul 70 BCE, 47,
85, 111, 114, 116, 122

Pompey, theatre of, 114, 121—2

poor, 18, 24—5, 106, 1201, 157—8, 190—1, 194—5

Poppaea, wife of the emperor Nero, xxiv

power, Xxxii—xxxvi, 11-17, 2432, 479, 57—62,
635, 70, 73—5, 84—5, 90—7, 110—21, 131-6,
150-3, 157—72, 1836, 193, 197

Priapus, 94—5

principate, 27-8, §8—62, 160—72, 185—6, 202—3

prodigality, 173—206; in Roman law, 180—3

prostitution, xxiii, 46, 61, 64, 71, 84—, 123—6,
128, 174, 188—91

public buildings, 19, 109-10, 1134, 121-3, 143,
157, 161-2, 164~5, 167—9, 171-2

public service, ethic of, 3, 23, 32, 79-80, 85-6,
150-3, 157, 171, I73—4, 19810., 205

punishment, see adultery, corporal punishment,

self-help punishment

quaestio perpetua (permanent law court), 39
Quintilian (Marcus Fabius Quintilianus),
educator, xxxvi

rape, 75

Rawson, Beryl, 35-6

Reay, Brandon, xxi

religion, 4, 31—4, 43—6, 171-2; see also
Christianity, emperors, Judaism

religious festivals: as context for drama, 99,
107-10

republic, xxii; restoration of, 42-3, §8—62

rhetoric, 9-12, 137—44

Richlin, Amy, xxiii, xxvii

Roller, Matt, xxvi, xxx
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Roman identity, xvi—xix, 1-3, 19—24, 30-32,
92-6, 98, 121, 2005 as hybrid and plural,
xvii, xviii; politics of, xix, xxiii

Romanitas, use of term, xvii—xviii

Rome, city of, xxxii, 15, 19—20, 121-3, 148-9,
1503, I55—8, 160—72

Romulus, mythical founder of Rome, 15, 43

Roscius, actor, 119, 128

Sallust (Gaius Sallustius Crispus), historian, xvi

Saturnalia, 1945

satire, 2, 189—90, 204

Scipio (Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus
Maior), consul 205 BCE and general, 12,
154

Scipio (Publius Cornelius Scipio Aemilianus),
consul 147 BCE and general, 176

Seal, Carey, xxvi

self-control, xxv, xxvi, 25, 32, 56—7, 78, 195—8

self-help punishment, 30, 41, 556, 125

self-indulgence, 5, 79, 85, 87-8, 91—2, 173-206;
characteristic of slaves and the poor, 190-8;
characteristic of tyrants, 27-8; characteristic
of women, 79, 814

self-sufficiency, 159

Sempronia, associate of Catiline, 35, 43

senators, 1217, 183; accusations of immorality,
xxix; appear as actors, 132—4; banned from
associating with actors, 132; and claim to
moral authority, xxxi; marriage regulations
for, 42; ‘power set and ‘grand set’, xxxv;
seats reserved for at theatre, 111

senatus consultum from Larinum, 1323

Seneca the elder (Lucius Annaeus Seneca),
writer: origins of, 17

Seneca the younger (Lucius Annaeus Seneca),
writer, xvii, xxix, xxxi, I-2, 17, 57, 184, 195;
and Nero, xxxii, xxxiii—xxxv, XXxvi—xxxvii;
on Stoic virtue,

Servilia, half-sister of Cato the younger, 35

Severy, Beth, xxix

sex, see oral sex, penetration, sexual
misbehaviour, etc.

sexual deviancy, xxvii—xxviii

sexual misbehaviour, xxviii, xxxi, 56, 8—9, 25-6,
34—62, 64—5,70—s5, 81—4, 87-8, 91—2, 12831,
1769, 1889, 200; see also adultery and
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sexual passivity, 54, 64—5, 69—78, 94

sexual pleasure, 48, 71-2, 179, 1889, 200

silk, 68—9, 77

slaves: as objects of desire, 52-3, 72, 176~7, 188,
201; low tastes of, 1908

sophistication, 8, 22—4, 56—7, 67-8, 94—7, 1201,
200—4

XXV—XXVi
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Spain, 94

Sparta, 30

Statius (Publius Papinius Statius), poet, xxxvi

Stoicism, 1, 22, 33, 568, 144; and virtus,
xxv—xxvi, see also philosophy

stuprum, 37-8, 44, 71, 84

Strabo, geographer, and Roman identity, xviii

Suetonius (Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus),
historian, xxxi n.; on Nero’s luxurious
building, xxxii, xxxiii, xxxiv—xxxv

Sulla (Lucius Cornelius Sulla), consul 88 BcE and
general, 35, 901, 92, 128, 130, 131n.

sumptuary laws, xxxv, 202

Tacitus (Cornelius Tacitus), historian, xxx,
xxxiii, 17, 205—6

taste, standards of, 103—7, 1201, 161, 194-s,
200—4

Tertullian, xvii—xviii, xxxvi, 33, 107, 130

theatre, 98-136; audience, 11013, 114-16;
buildings, 109, 121-3; financing of, 99, 110,
113—14; in Greece, 98—9, 110, 117-18, 122;
licence associated with, 118-19, 12731,
133—4; obscenity of, 108, 130; origins of, in
Rome, 100-3; political role of, 114-19; see
also actors, plays

Tiberius (Tiberius Iulius Caesar Augustus),
emperor, Xxxv, 129, 132, 184—5, 202

trade, 8, 1478, 186

Trajan (Marcus Ulpius Traianus), emperor, xxiv,
XXV, 127, 130, I71

treason, 27, 40, 612

Trimalchio, fictional freedman, 16, 203

unwillingness to marry, 36
urban life, associated with vice, 149, 190
uxoriousness, 85

Valerius Publicola, early Roman politician, 1567

Van der Vliet, Edward, xviii—xix

Varius, playwright, 117

Vedius Pollio, eques, 164—s

Vespasian (Titus Flavius Vespasianus) emperor,
XXX, XXxvi, 28, 131, I70

Vestal Virgins, 44

Veyne, Paul, 65—6, 75-6

vice, 5, 27-8, 1901, 204—6

villas, xxxvi, 139—40, 142—9, 153, 158—9, 1623,
166; see also houses, luxurious building

virtue, see virtus

virtus, 1-2, 6, 14—15, 202, 57, 95, 173—4, 180, 192,
200; as masculine, xxiv—xxv; and military
prowess, XXiv—xxv

Vitruvius, architect and writer, 141

voice, as index of effeminacy, 82, 86, 93—4

Vout, Caroline, xxxi
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water, in luxurious gardens, xxxii, 137-40, 142, with, 78-84; emperor’s relatives, xxiv;
144—9, 158 lack of self-control of, 25, 78, 81—4; low

wealth: acquisition of, xx; display of, 79, 113-14, sexual tastes of upper-class, 49, 52-3, 129;

138, 140, 154—s5, 160—3, 190, 200—4;
importance of for determining status,
13-17, 53—4, 182—6; increase in, 153, I61;

role of aristocratic matrons, xxiii;
self-presentation of, 69; sumptuary
extravagance, Xxiv

inheritance of, 13-17, 161n., 180—2, 184
wines, 187-8, 191—2, 193—4, 203
women: accused of political influence, xxiv;
associated with sexual licence, xxiii, 356, youthful looks: pursuit of, 69—70, 78—9
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