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Founded in 1478 and not permanently abolished until 1834, the
Spanish Inquisition has always been a notorious institution in history
as an engine of religious and racial persecution. Yet Spaniards
themselves did not create its legal processes or its theoretical mission,
which was to reconcile heretics to the Catholic Church. In this volume,
leading international scholars assess the origins, legal practices,
victims, reach, and failures of Spanish inquisitors across centuries and
geographies. Grounded in recent scholarship and archival research, the
chapters explore the Inquisition’s medieval precedents as well as its
turbulent foundation and eradication. The volume examines how
inquisitors changed their targets over time, and how literal physical
settings could affect their investigations and prosecutions.
Contributors also demonstrate how deeply Spanish inquisitors cared
about social status and legal privilege, and explore the scandals that
could envelop inquisitors and their employees. In doing so, this
volume offers a nuanced, contextual understanding of the Spanish
Inquisition as a historical phenomenon.

LU ANN HOMZA is a Professor of History at William & Mary. Her
research focuses on the religious, legal, and cultural history of Europe,
especially Spain and Italy, between 1300 and 1650. Previous
publications include The Child Witches of Olague (2024), Village
Infernos and Witches’ Advocates: Witch Hunting in Navarre, 1608-
1614 (2022) and The Spanish Inquisition, 1478-1614: An Anthology of
Sources (2006), the first collection of translated sources from the
Spanish Inquisition.
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Cambridge Companions to History

Cambridge Companions to History provide accessible and thought-
provoking introductions to key topics, eras, places and figures, invalu-
able to both the student and scholar. Edited by leading academics, each
volume contains specially-commissioned essays by a team of expert
contributors from around the world, presenting cutting-edge research
and suggesting new paths of inquiry for the reader. Companions are
designed not only to offer a comprehensive overview of their chosen
topic, but also to provoke debate and discussion. Like the highly
successful Cambridge Companions to Literature and Cambridge
Companions to Philosophy series, these volumes are ideal for use by
students, and will be of interest also to the curious general reader.

A full list of recent titles in the series can be found at the following
address: www.cambridge.org/history-companions.
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