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Bringing War Back In provides a new theory connecting war and
state formation that incorporates the contingency of warfare and the
effects of war outcomes in the long run. The book demonstrates that
international wars in nineteenth-century Latin America triggered state-
building, that the outcomes of those wars affected the legitimacy and
continuity of such efforts, and that the relative capacity of states
in this region today continues to reflect those distant processes.
Combining comparative historical analysis with cutting edge social
science methods, the book provides a comprehensive picture of state
formation in nineteenth-century Latin America that is compelling for
readers across disciplines, breathes new life into bellicist approaches to
state formation, and offers a novel framework to explain variation in
state capacity across the world.

luis l. schenoni is an Associate Professor in the Department
of Political Science at University College London. His work on war
and the state has been published, among others, by the American
Journal of Political Science, the British Journal of Political Science, and
International Security.
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This is the most ambitious work on state formation to date. Schenoni’s classical
bellicist theory offers a refined universal model where state formation follows the
rhythm of victories and defeats. He demonstrates that war made the state in Latin
America as well.

– Victoria Hui (University of Notre Dame)

Hands down the best social science work I have read in some time. Theoretically
ambitious and consequential, empirically savvy and persuasive, substantively rich
and razor-sharp. A must-read for students of war and state-building and for
everyone looking for exemplary social science.

– Stathis Kalyvas (University of Oxford)

“The disillusionment with democracy and the incidence of populism in Latin
America today is tied to the weakness of state institutions there. This book provides
a new and powerful explanation for how the continent ended up like this. The
theory had broad implications for the world we are living in today.”

– James Robinson (University of Chicago) 2024 Nobel Prize in Economics

“This is a deep and brilliant analysis of the role of war in state building, not just in
Latin America, but with wider implications for bellicist theory. Schenoni’s focus on
outcomes is a great innovation and provides critical insights into the links between
military and political development. A very important and timely contribution.”

– Miguel Centeno (Princeton University)

“Schenoni draws on his mastery of comparative sociological analysis to examine
how war outcomes shaped state formation in the region. Schenoni’s study adds
a valuable chapter to our knowledge of these dynamics in the modern world. His
immense knowledge of Latin American history alone makes this a wonderful read.”

– Sidney Tarrow (Cornell University)

“Just when you thought there was little more to say about war and state building,
along comes Bringing War Back In. Schenoni has written a truly impressive book
that offers a host of insights on that important subject, and shows in great deal how
war helped make the state in Latin America, a region where one might think that
argument does not apply.”

– John J. Mearsheimer (University of Chicago)

“Schenoni goes beyond Tilly to Hintze and Weber, excavating classical bellicist
theory to argue and demonstrate that it’s war victory, not war preparation, that best
explains state-building – and not simply because losers go extinct. In his empirical
battle to revitalize bellicist theory in Latin America, Schenoni emerges similarly
victorious.”

– Dan Slater (University of Michigan)
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“Schenoni’s book is outstanding. Against most of the conventional wisdom,
he shows that Latin America had many wars and often highly violent and
consequential ones in the 19th century. Schenoni refines Tilly’s classic work by
arguing that it is just the victors of intercountry war, not the losers, who embark
on successful state building. The book is an exemplary model of multi-methods
research.”

– Scott Mainwaring (University of Notre Dame)
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War is father of all, and king of all. He renders some gods, others
men; he makes some slaves, others free.

Heraclitus
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Preface

As a Latin American with a penchant for history, I always wanted to write
a book that could summarize the conclusions of my considerable pondering
about the region’s past in a few brushstrokes. As a political scientist with
Weberian influences, I tried to do so while contributing to our understanding
of how war affects political development from the unique perspective that
Latin America provides. Bringing War Back In is the result of these converging
ambitions.

Although every attempt to synthesize the political history of entire regions
in a single theoretical narrative is bound to fail, such simplifications are both
inevitable and necessary. Paraphrasing my compatriot Jorge Luis Borges, it
would be useless to draw a map of Latin America that reproduced the region
in its exact size and shape. The key to social scientific knowledge is our ability
to draw abstract yet informative conceptual maps that encapsulate the most
important features of history, allowing others to navigate its vastness.

Bringing War Back In intends to draw such a simplified map of Latin
American history. In doing so it unveils a pattern neglected by most: a pattern
that shows that war made the Latin American state as we know it.

The goal of this book is illustrated by the cover. Wassily Kandinsky’s Sea
Battle, like history, is difficult to decipher even after a long examination. Only
when the observer is pointed to the masts, the sails, and the cannon blasts,
does the image fall into place. I hope this work will have a similar effect on my
readers, most of whom have already been exposed to Latin American history:
that once the role played by war is revealed, they will be unable to unsee it.

The handful of social science methods I use in Bringing War Back In uncover
only a few patterns and colors of history. Overall I paint a rather abstract

xv

www.cambridge.org/9781009442152
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-44215-2 — Bringing War Back In
Luis L. Schenoni
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvi Preface

picture of how war made the state in Latin America. A lot is missing. A lot
is only sketched out. The merits of this fragmentary picture are to be decided,
ultimately, by its capacity to provide a new framework and new ways of
thinking about the problem of the state, both in Latin America and beyond.
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