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LITURGY, RITUAL, AND SECULARIZATION

IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY

BRITISH LITERATURE

Simultaneously spiritual and material, liturgy incarnates unseen real-
ities in concrete forms – bread, wine, water, the architectural arrange-
ment of churches and temples. Nineteenth-century writers were
fascinated with liturgy. In this book Joseph McQueen shows the
ways in which Romantic and Victorian writers, from Wordsworth to
Wilde, regardless of their own personal beliefs, made use of the power
of liturgy in their work. In modernity, according to recent theories of
secularization, the natural opposes the supernatural, reason (or sci-
ence) opposes faith, and the material opposes the spiritual. Yet many
nineteenth-century writers are manifestly fascinated by how liturgy
and ritual undo these typically modern divides in order to reinvest
material reality with spiritual meaning, reimagine the human as
malleable rather than mechanical, and enûesh otherwise abstract
ethical commitments. McQueen upends the dominant view of this
period as one of skepticism and secularization, paving the way for
surprising new avenues of research.

ÿÿ÷÷÷ÿ ÿ÷÷÷÷÷ÿ is Associate Professor of English at Northwest
University (Kirkland, Washington). His chapter on “Rituals and
Sacraments” will appear in the forthcoming Cambridge Companion
to Religion in Victorian Literary Culture. He has published articles in
SEL Studies in English Literature, European Romantic Review, and
Christianity & Literature.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich ûeld for interdiscip-
linary studies. Since öþþ÷, books in this series have tracked the intersections and
tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and
sexuality, race, social organization, economic life, technical innovations, scientiûc
thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now
classics in a ûeld which, since the series’ inception, has seen powerful engagements
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies,
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights
and liberalism, disability studies, and global studies. Theoretical challenges and
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality,
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is reanimating the ûeld. This series
aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken
on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting the ûeld with
the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seek to publish work
from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-colonialism, and
against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
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