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V. S. NAIPAUL AND WORLD LITERATURE

V. S. Naipaul is a major and controversial figure in postcolonial and
world literature. This book provides a challenging and uncompro-
misingly honest study that engages with history, genre theory, aes-
thetics, and global literary culture, with close reference to Naipaul’s
published and archival material. In his fiction and creative histories,
the definition of the modern idea of world literature is informed by
the importance of an artistic ordering of perception. Although often
expressing ideas that are prejudicial and morally repugnant, there is
an honesty in his writings where one finds extraordinary insights into
how life is experienced within colonial structures of power. These
colonial structures provided no abstract unity to the field of literary
expression and ignored vernacular cultures. The book argues that a
universal ideology of the aesthetic, transcending time, regions, and
languages, provides world literature with a unity that is possible only
within a critical universal humanism attuned to heroic readings of
texts and cultures.

VIJAY MISHRA is an emeritus professor at Murdoch University.
Among his eight book publications are 7he Gothic Sublime (1994),
Bollywood Cinema (2002), and Salman Rushdie and the Genesis of
Secrecy (2019). His great-grandparents were indentured laborers in
Fiji. He is a fellow of the Australian Humanities Academy (FAHA).
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World Literature is a vital part of twenty-first-century critical studies. Globalization
and unprecedented levels of connectivity through communication technologies
force literary scholars to rethink the scale of literary production and their own crit-
ical practices. As an exciting field that engages seriously with the place and func-
tion of literary studies in our global era, the study of world literature requires new
approaches. Cambridge Studies in World Literature is founded on the assump-
tion that world literature is not all literatures of the world nor a canonical set of
globally successful literary works. The series will highlight scholarship on literary
works that focus on the logics of circulation drawn from multiple literary cultures
and technologies of the textual. While not rejecting the nation as a site of analysis,
the series will offer insights into new cartographies — the hemispheric, the oceanic,
the transregional, the archipelagic, the multilingual local — that better reflect the
multiscalar and spatially dispersed nature of literary production. It will highlight
the creative coexistence, flashpoints, and intersections, of language worlds from
both the Global South and the Global North, and multiworld models of literary
production and literary criticism that these have generated. It will push against
existing historical, methodological, and cartographic boundaries and showcase
humanistic and literary endeavors in the face of world-scale environmental and
humanitarian catastrophes.
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