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During the later twentieth century, Brazil’s right-wing military dictatorship
built a vast network of hydropower dams that became one of the world’s
biggest low-carbon electricity grids. Weighed against these carbon savings,
what were the costs? Johnson unpacks the social and environmental
implications of this project, from the displacement of Indigenous
and farming communities to the destruction of Amazonian biodiversity.
Drawing on rich archival material from forty sites across Brazil, Paraguay,
and the United States, including rarely accessed personal collections,
Johnson explores the story of the military officers and engineers who
created the dams and the protestors who fought them. Brazilian examples
are analyzed within their global context, highlighting national issues with
broad consequences for both social and environmental justice. In our race
to halt global warming, it is vital that we learn from past experiences and
draw clear distinctions between true environmentalism and greenwashed
political expedience.

Matthew P. Johnson, PhD, is an environmental historian and a
2022-2024 Environmental Fellow at the Harvard University Center
for the Environment.
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This book is dedicated to all my Brazilian and Paraguayan
colleagues and friends who helped along the way, and to the

memory of Lucas Mores, one of the brightest of them.
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Notes on the Text

ON ABBREVIATIONS

Many of the actors in this book are companies, government agencies, and
nongovernmental organizations whose names are commonly referred to
using acronyms.

For all such entities, I have spelled out the full name in both English
and Portuguese at the first reference in each chapter (and at the first
reference in the footnotes of each chapter) and then used the
acronym thereafter.

For the company Itaipu Binacional, the standard abbreviation is Itaipu,
and I refer to the company using this abbreviation except when there
might be ambiguity about whether the dam or the company is the subject.
In those circumstances, I use the full name.

For all archival and library collections, I use only the acronym in
chapter footnotes. The bibliography lists all archives and libraries, with
both acronyms and full spelling, as well as their geographic location.

ON NAMING AND SPELLING

Many of the subjects in this book include people and places from across
borders, which invites multiple naming conventions. Four of the most
common are addressed here.

Guaira Falls, a binational waterfall on the Brazilian-Paraguayan
border discussed in Chapters 2 and s, is referred to as Sete Quedas in
Brazil and Los Saltos del Guaird in Paraguay and is most commonly
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xviil Notes on the Text

translated as Guaira Falls in English. I use Guaira Falls throughout,
except when referencing the Sete Quedas Dam and the Sete Quedas
National Park, and maintaining the original phrasing of primary sources.

Ernst Mann, a naturalist from Guaira who makes brief appearances in
this story and whose collection provided rich information about the Sete
Quedas National Park, sometimes spelled his first name Ernest or
Ernesto. I have used Ernst except when maintaining original phrasing
In citations.

Avd Guarani, an Indigenous group living along the Brazilian—
Paraguayan border whose story is discussed in Chapters 4 and 7, is
spelled Avd Guarani (and sometimes Ava Guarani) in Spanish, and they
are also referred to as Ava Chiripa and Guarani Paranaenses in Paraguay.
In Brazil, their name is spelled Avd Guarani, and they are also referred to
as Nandeva. I use the Spanish spelling of Avd Guarani when referring to
the communities in Paraguay and the entire community broadly, and I use
the Portuguese spelling of Avd Guarani when referring specifically to the
communities on the Brazilian side of the reservoir.

Waimiri-Atroari, an Indigenous community living north of Manaus
whose story is discussed in Chapter 6, is sometimes hyphenated and
sometimes not. I have hyphenated the name throughout, except when
maintaining original phrasing in titles.
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