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Unequal Democracies

While economic inequality has risen in every af�uent democracy in 

North America and Western Europe, the last three decades have also 

been characterized by falling or stagnating levels of state-led economic 

redistribution. Why have democratically accountable governments not 

done more to distribute top-income shares to citizens with low and 

middle incomes? Unequal Democracies offers answers to this ques-

tion, bringing together contributions that focus on voters and their 

demands for redistribution with contributions on elites and unequal 

representation that is biased against less-af�uent citizens. While large 

and growing bodies of research have developed around each of these 

perspectives, this volume brings them into rare dialogue. The chap-

ters also incorporate analyses that center exclusively on the United 

States and those that examine a broader set of advanced democracies 

to explore the uniqueness of the American case and its contribution to 

comparative perspectives. This book is also available as Open Access 

on Cambridge Core.

Noam Lupu is Associate Professor of Political Science at Vanderbilt 

University. He is the author of Party Brands in Crisis (2016) and 

the coeditor of Campaigns and Voters in Developing Democracies 

(2019). He has received numerous awards for his publications and 

three Emerging Scholar awards from the American Political Science 

Association.

Jonas Pontusson is a research-active Emeritus Professor at the University 

of Geneva. Before moving to Geneva in 2010, he taught at Cornell 

University and Princeton University. He has published extensively in 

the domains of comparative political economy and comparative wel-

fare states, focusing on labor markets, trade unions, partisan politics, 

and income inequality and redistribution. From 2017 to 2023, he 

directed a research program funded by the European Research Council 

on political inequality and the politics of inequality in advanced indus-

trial states.

www.cambridge.org/9781009428644
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-42864-4 — Unequal Democracies
Noam Lupu , Jonas Pontusson
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

SSRC Anxieties of Democracy

Editors

John A. Ferejohn, New York University

Ira Katznelson, Columbia University

Deborah J. Yashar, Princeton University

With liberal democracies af�icted by doubt and disquiet, this series probes sources of current 
apprehensions and explores how such regimes might thrive. What array of pressures most 
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Embedded in the Social Science Research Council’s program on “Anxieties of Democracy 
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The volumes in the series further ask how particular policy challenges shape the character 
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democratic institutions to perform successfully under conditions of social and political 
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of inequality; (3) addressing questions of membership, including population movements and 
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The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) is an independent, international, 
nonpro�t organization driven by its mission to mobilize social science for the 
public good. Founded in 1923, the SSRC fosters innovative research, nurtures 
new generations of social scientists, deepens how inquiry is practiced within 
and across disciplines, and ampli�es necessary knowledge on important public 
issues.

The SSRC is guided by the belief that justice, prosperity, and democracy all  
require better understanding of complex social, cultural, economic, and polit-
ical processes. We work with practitioners, policymakers, and academic 
researchers in the social sciences, related professions, and the humanities and  
natural sciences. We build interdisciplinary and international networks,  
working with partners around the world to link research to practice and policy, 
strengthen individual and institutional capacities for learning, and enhance 
public access to information.
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