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Preface

The use of English to teach content subjects has been a growing trend in
many parts of the world. There has been a rapid interest in exploring various
aspects of research in the context of English Medium Instruction (EMI),
focusing on language and content learning, teaching disciplinary language,
evaluating the effectiveness of EMI implementation at primary, secondary,
and tertiary levels, and conducting research to investigate teachers’, stu-
dents’, policymakers’, or other stakeholders’ perceptions toward the use of
English for instruction.

McKinley and Rose (2020) recently published a book on research methods
titled The Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in Applied Linguistics in
applied linguistics, providing a comprehensive handbook to cover the rapid
changes in these methods. According to McKinley and Rose (2020, p. 1), there
are two main types of researchers in applied linguistics: “researcher-practition-
ers who are interested in exploring teaching and learning within language
classrooms, and educational psychologists who are interested in exploring
the cognitive and psychological processes of language learning.” The use of
English for instruction and research exploring the role of teaching content
subjects through English have captured researchers’ attention (Macaro, 2018),
extending from language into various other disciplines such as science, tech-
nology, mathematics, engineering, medicine, business, history, and sociology.

This implies that when conducting research on EMI, one needs to intertwine
multiple disciplines, such as applied linguistics, education, or language policy,
in order to formulate a research agenda that addresses research questions about
what is best for teaching and learning both language and content. It is also
important to understand how individual classroom practices could be affected
by a school-based language policy, how they shape individual teachers’
practices, and how students develop coping strategies in their classrooms.
Additionally, it is crucial to consider the directions of schools or universities
in implementing EMI. Adopting a cross-disciplinary approach to investigate
issues within the EMI context may require researchers to apply a wide range of
research methodologies or designs specific to each discipline, ensuring that the

Xiii
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Xiv Preface

findings are applicable to researchers, policymakers, school administrators,
language teachers, and EMI practitioners.

We hope this volume provides enlightening perspectives to researchers in
the realm of educational linguistics, particularly those focusing on English
language teaching, content-based instruction, content and language integrated
learning, and EML

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

We would like to express our sincerest gratitude to all the contributors to this
volume. We deeply appreciate the insightful and beneficial recommendations
our peers and partners have provided, as these have considerably influenced
the material encompassed in each chapter. The diverse views brought forth by
each chapter shed new light on the quantitative methodologies employed in
EMI research.

We extend our gratitude to all the reviewers whose valuable feedback and
helpful proposals contributed to the creation of this volume. We also acknow-
ledge the staff at Cambridge University Press for ensuring the process was
executed as seamlessly as possible.

XV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on Editors

SAMANTHA M. CURLE is a Reader in the Department of Education at the
University of Bath, United Kingdom. She completed her DPhil at the
University of Oxford, investigating lecturers’ and students’ attitudes
toward English Medium Instruction (EMI) in Japan. She is an associate
member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. She teaches subjects
related to applied linguistics and is currently the director of the
MRes Programme in Advanced Quantitative Research Methods.
Her main research interest lies in factors affecting academic achieve-
ment in EMI. Her research has been published in journals such as
Language Teaching, Journal of Engineering Education, Applied
Linguistics Review, System, Journal of English for Academic
Purpose, Language Teaching Research, Studies in Higher Education,
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, and
Studies in Second Language Learning and Teaching. She has pub-
lished four edited books on EMI: Research Methods in English
Medium Instruction (Routledge), English-Medium Instruction in
Higher Education in the Middle East and North Africa (Bloomsbury),
The Use of Technology in English Medium Education (Springer), and
Qualitative Research Methods in English-Medium Instruction for
Emerging Researchers (Routledge).

JACK PUN is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at the City
University of Hong Kong. He completed his DPhil at the University of
Oxford, exploring the teaching and learning process in EMI science
classrooms, with a special focus on classroom interactions, use of codes-
witching, and teachers’ and students’ views of EMI. His research inter-
ests lie in EMI and health communication. His research has been
published in journals such as ELT Journal, Language Teaching, RELC
Journal, Journal of English for Academic Purposes, and International
Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism. He is the associate

Xvi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction

Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun
Frontmatter
More Information

Notes on Editors Xvii

editor of Journal of Research in Science & Technological Education and
has published two books on EMI: Teaching and Learning in English
Medium Instruction: An Introduction (with Jack C. Richards) and
Research Methods in English Medium Instruction (with Samantha
M. Curle) by Routledge.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on Contributors

DALE L. ALBANESE is an assistant professor in the International Graduate
Program of Education and Human Development and Institute of Education
at National Sun Yat-sen University, where he is actively engaged in EMI
teaching, research, and service. Additional research and teaching interests
include experiential learning, educational innovation, creativity, English and
intercultural education, and cross-cultural experiences and learning.

PENG BI is an associate professor in the Department of English at Soochow
University. He holds a PhD degree in applied linguistics from Zhejiang
University. His research interests include EMI, learner corpus research,
and second language complexity. His articles have been published in
Journal of Second Language Writing, System, and International Journal
of Applied Linguistics.

YU-HUI CHANG is an assistant professor in the Institute of Education and
Center for Teacher Education at National Sun Yat-sen University in
Taiwan. Her research focuses on technology integration and professional
development through the learning sciences lens. She works using mixed
methods to explore teachers’ beliefs and creative pedagogical approaches in
the digital age. Her research interests also include computational participa-
tion, knowledge building, and online collaboration.

KASON KA CHING CHEUNG is a Titular Clarendon Scholar, a Hong Kong
Jockey Club Oxford Graduate Scholar, and a DPhil student at the
Department of Education, University of Oxford. He is a qualified chemistry
teacher in the United Kingdom and Hong Kong. He was awarded a distinc-
tion in both Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)/ Qualified
Teacher Status (QTS) at Durham University and an MPhil in educational
research at the University of Cambridge. He is an academic working in the
fields of the nature of science, multimodal representations, visualization, and
reading and writing in science. His research has been published in Science
and Education, Research in Science and Technological Education, and
International Journal of Science Education.

XViil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on Contributors Xix

HSUEH-HUA CHUANG is a professor in the Institute of Education and Center for
Teacher Education and the International Graduate Program of Education
and Human Development at National Sun Yat-sen University, where she is
actively engaged in EMI teaching, research, and service. Additional areas of
expertise include instructional technology, technological pedagogical con-
tent knowledge, multimedia learning, computer-supported learning environ-
ments and multicultural experiences, creativity, and creative teaching.

ENIKO CSOMAY is a native of Hungary and professor of Applied Linguistics at
San Diego State University. She applies corpus-based methods to text
analysis, with a primary interest in discourse in tertiary settings. Her articles
appeared in highly ranked international journals such as Applied Linguistics,
Journal of English for Academic Purposes, English for Specific Purposes,
and Register Studies. She is a coeditor for the Journal of Corpora and
Discourse Studies. She has coauthored a textbook, Doing Corpus
Linguistics (2024, Routledge), and edited as well as coedited a number of
volumes, the most recent of which is The Routledge Handbook of Corpora
and English Language Teaching and Learning (2022). She was awarded
multiple international fellowships (Soros-Oxford, British Council,
Fulbright), and worked with pre- and in-service teachers and teacher trainers
across continents, for example, in Hungary, (country) Georgia, Mexico,
Morocco, Singapore, and Taiwan.

JIE GAO is a lecturer of English at Fudan University, Shanghai, China. She
received her PhD degree from the Department of English, Purdue
University. Her research focuses on L2 speaking assessment, test develop-
ment for EFL learners, and the design of English courses for academic
purposes. Her research has been published in journals such as Applied
Corpus Linguistics and English for Specific Purposes.

YU HAO is a doctoral researcher in the Department of Education at the
University of Oxford. She has served as a secondary school leader, physics
and psychology teacher, and school counsellor. Her research focuses on
high school to university transition, language and identity development, and
self-efficacy for bilingual students. She holds a BA in education and physics
from the University of Cambridge, an MA in applied linguistics from
University College London Institute of Education, and an EAM in inter-
national education policy from Harvard University.

REKA R. JABLONKALI is an award-winning senior lecturer in education and applied
linguistics at the University of Bath. Her research interests include corpus-
based discourse analysis, corpora in language teaching, multilingual educa-
tional contexts, and intercultural communication. Her research projects were

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

XX Notes on Contributors

funded by the British Association for International and Comparative
Education (BAICE) and the British Council. She has published in edited
volumes and journals (e.g., ESP Today, Applied Linguistics Review) and
regularly presents at international conferences (e.g., EuroCALL, TALC,
Corpora and Discourse International Conference). She is the lead editor of
The Routledge Handbook of Corpora and English Language Teaching and
Learning (2022). She is leader of the Language in and for Education
Research Group at Bath and Liaison Officer and former Chair (2019—
2022) of CorpusCALL SIG EuroCALL. She worked as a teacher trainer
and visiting scholar in various contexts in, for example, Italy, Lithuania,
Germany, Slovenia, and Turkey.

XINA JIN is a researcher and PhD candidate in the School of Linguistics and
Applied Language Studies at Victoria University of Wellington. Her
research interests include Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL), vocabulary learning, and academic reading in higher
education.

SIBEL KAYA is a research fellow at the University of Bedfordshire, United
Kingdom. Previously, she was a professor in education in Turkey. She
received her master’s degree in elementary education from the University
of Pittsburgh and her doctorate from Florida State University. She is inter-
ested in quantitative as well as mixed methods research design. She has
conducted research and published in the field of international assessments,
science teaching and learning, teacher education, classroom discourse, and
student motivation.

VICTORIA KIM is an assistant professor in the Department of International
Business and Trade, School of Global Convergence Studies, Inha University,
Republic of Korea and a member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. Her
research interests lie in EMI, learner and teacher self-efficacy, formative
feedback, and technology-assisted language and content learning.

GE LAN is an assistant professor in the Department of English at City
University of Hong Kong. His research interests include corpus linguistics,
systemic functional linguistics, syntax, English for academic purposes,
second language writing, and natural language processing. He has recently
published in Journal of Second Language Writing, TESOL Quarterly,
English for Specific Purposes, Journal of English for Academic Purposes,
Corpora, and System.

XIAORUI LI is a lecturer in the Oral English Proficiency Program at Purdue
University. She received her PhD in second language studies from
Purdue University and MSEd in TESOL from the University of Pennsylvania.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009425377
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-42537-7 — Researching English Medium Instruction
Samantha M. Curle , Jack Pun

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on Contributors XXi

She has taught language courses and composition courses at Temple
University, Purdue University, and nonprofit organizations. Her research
interests include language assessment, second language acquisition, and
educational measurement.

YUJUN LIU holds a master’s degree in English language and literature. As a
teacher teaching English as a foreign language for twenty-three years, she
was always ready for the reform of English learning and teaching. She was
awarded a teaching star by the Online Education Center of the Chinese
Education Ministry in 2018. In 2020, she was funded by Shandong
Education Bureau to construct an EMI course of English Novel Reading
that has both ecological and intelligent effects. In 2022, this course was
prized as a course at a provincial level.

XUYAN QIU is an assistant professor in the Department of English and
Communication, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Her research
interests include second language teaching and learning, task-based lan-
guage teaching, EMI, and English for academic purposes.

CHRISTOPHER SHEPARD is a doctoral researcher at the University of Oxford and
a member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. He was an English language
instructor at the university level in Hong Kong for more than 13 years and
has taught at the tertiary level for more than 20 years. He has also taught in
Cambodia, Germany, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

CHIA-WEI TANG is an associate professor in education in the Graduate Institute
of Administration and Policy at National Chengchi University. His main
research is in EMI, educational policy, and educational administration.
He has also translated books, including A Primer on Partial Least
Squares Structural Equation Modeling and Advanced Issues in Partial
Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling.

GENE THOMPSON is an associate professor in the Department of Global Business
at Rikkyo University and a member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. His
research focuses on the interaction between self-beliefs and behavior,
appearing in journals such as the International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism, System, and Studies in Higher Education.

SIEW MEI WU teaches English language and communication skills to both
undergraduate and graduate students. She is also the vice dean at the
Office of Student Affairs, where she oversees residential and general educa-
tion curricular matters. Her research interest stems from related English
language classroom issues, including investigations into the nature of aca-
demic writing, objective testing in large-scale English language proficiency
assessment, and the validation of test descriptors. She has also recently
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published in educational practice and scholarship journals such as the
Higher Education Research & Development Society of Australasia’s
(HERDSA’s) journal and the Asian Journal for the Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning.

QIANWEN JOYCE YU is a PhD candidate in the Department of English at City
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China. Her research focuses on
health communication, discourse analysis, English language education, and
sociolinguistics. Her research has appeared in journals such as Health
Communication, English for Specific Purposes, and Journal of English for
Academic Purposes.

RUI YUAN is an associate professor at the Faculty of Education of the
University of Macau. His research interests include language teacher educa-
tion and EMI in higher education. He has published extensively on these
topics in over twenty international journals on TESOL and teacher education.

TIEFU ZHANG is an associate professor in applied linguistics and the director
of the Multilingual Practice and Education Institution at the University of
Electronic Science and Technology of China. His research interests include
instructed second language acquisition, second language writing, and indi-
vidual learner differences. He has recently published in journals such as
System and International Journal of Bilingualism.

SIHAN ZHOU is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction, Faculty of Education at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
She completed her DPhil at the University of Oxford as a Swire Scholar, and
is a key member of EMI Oxford Research Group. Her research focuses
on students’ learning in English-medium higher education. Her work has
most recently appeared in journals such as Language Teaching, System;
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism; Studies in
Second Language Learning and Teaching; Applied Linguistics Review; ELT
Journal; and RELC Journal.
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