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Researching English Medium Instruction

In the rapidly evolving landscape of English Medium Instruction (EMI), the

need for comprehensive research methodologies has never been more pro-

nounced. This pioneering guide offers an in-depth exploration into quantita-

tive research methods tailored speciûcally for EMI. Going beyond the

surface, the volume bridges the cultural divides of East and West, ensuring

that insights are inclusive of diverse educational levels, settings, and back-

grounds. Whether you are an academic researcher, a policymaker, or an

educator in the ûeld, this book serves as an invaluable resource. Not only

does it ûll a notable gap in the literature, it also presents readers with

practical, adaptable research strategies that can be employed globally, which

are illustrated with a range of case studies that bring the methods to life. With

this volume, understand the nuances of EMI across different contexts, and

equip yourself with the tools needed to contribute meaningfully to the

discourse on global EMI practices, challenges, and solutions.

samantha m. curle is a Reader in the Department of Education at the

University of Bath and the director of the MRes Programme in Advanced

Quantitative Research Methods. Her main research interest lies in factors

affecting academic achievement in EMI. She has published ûve edited books

on EMI (three with Pun, 2021, 2022, 2023).

jack pun is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at the City

University of Hong Kong. His research interests lie in EMI and health

communication. Notable publications include Teaching and Learning in

English Medium Instruction (with Richards, 2022) and three edited books

on EMI (three with Curle, 2021, 2022, 2023).
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Preface

The use of English to teach content subjects has been a growing trend in

many parts of the world. There has been a rapid interest in exploring various

aspects of research in the context of English Medium Instruction (EMI),

focusing on language and content learning, teaching disciplinary language,

evaluating the effectiveness of EMI implementation at primary, secondary,

and tertiary levels, and conducting research to investigate teachers’, stu-

dents’, policymakers’, or other stakeholders’ perceptions toward the use of

English for instruction.

McKinley and Rose (2020) recently published a book on research methods

titled The Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in Applied Linguistics in

applied linguistics, providing a comprehensive handbook to cover the rapid

changes in these methods. According to McKinley and Rose (2020, p. 1), there

are two main types of researchers in applied linguistics: “researcher-practition-

ers who are interested in exploring teaching and learning within language

classrooms, and educational psychologists who are interested in exploring

the cognitive and psychological processes of language learning.” The use of

English for instruction and research exploring the role of teaching content

subjects through English have captured researchers’ attention (Macaro, 2018),

extending from language into various other disciplines such as science, tech-

nology, mathematics, engineering, medicine, business, history, and sociology.

This implies that when conducting research on EMI, one needs to intertwine

multiple disciplines, such as applied linguistics, education, or language policy,

in order to formulate a research agenda that addresses research questions about

what is best for teaching and learning both language and content. It is also

important to understand how individual classroom practices could be affected

by a school-based language policy, how they shape individual teachers’

practices, and how students develop coping strategies in their classrooms.

Additionally, it is crucial to consider the directions of schools or universities

in implementing EMI. Adopting a cross-disciplinary approach to investigate

issues within the EMI context may require researchers to apply a wide range of

research methodologies or designs speciûc to each discipline, ensuring that the

xiii
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ûndings are applicable to researchers, policymakers, school administrators,

language teachers, and EMI practitioners.

We hope this volume provides enlightening perspectives to researchers in

the realm of educational linguistics, particularly those focusing on English

language teaching, content-based instruction, content and language integrated

learning, and EMI.

xiv Preface
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second language writing, and natural language processing. He has recently

published in Journal of Second Language Writing, TESOL Quarterly,

English for Speciûc Purposes, Journal of English for Academic Purposes,

Corpora, and System.

xiaorui li is a lecturer in the Oral English Proûciency Program at Purdue

University. She received her PhD in second language studies from

Purdue University and MSEd in TESOL from the University of Pennsylvania.
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She has taught language courses and composition courses at Temple

University, Purdue University, and nonproût organizations. Her research

interests include language assessment, second language acquisition, and

educational measurement.

yujun liu holds a master’s degree in English language and literature. As a

teacher teaching English as a foreign language for twenty-three years, she

was always ready for the reform of English learning and teaching. She was

awarded a teaching star by the Online Education Center of the Chinese

Education Ministry in 2018. In 2020, she was funded by Shandong

Education Bureau to construct an EMI course of English Novel Reading

that has both ecological and intelligent effects. In 2022, this course was

prized as a course at a provincial level.

xuyan qiu is an assistant professor in the Department of English and

Communication, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Her research

interests include second language teaching and learning, task-based lan-

guage teaching, EMI, and English for academic purposes.

christopher shepard is a doctoral researcher at the University of Oxford and

a member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. He was an English language

instructor at the university level in Hong Kong for more than 13 years and

has taught at the tertiary level for more than 20 years. He has also taught in

Cambodia, Germany, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

chia-wei tang is an associate professor in education in the Graduate Institute

of Administration and Policy at National Chengchi University. His main

research is in EMI, educational policy, and educational administration.

He has also translated books, including A Primer on Partial Least

Squares Structural Equation Modeling and Advanced Issues in Partial

Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling.

gene thompson is an associate professor in the Department of Global Business

at Rikkyo University and a member of the EMI Oxford Research Group. His

research focuses on the interaction between self-beliefs and behavior,

appearing in journals such as the International Journal of Bilingual

Education and Bilingualism, System, and Studies in Higher Education.

siew mei wu teaches English language and communication skills to both

undergraduate and graduate students. She is also the vice dean at the

Ofûce of Student Affairs, where she oversees residential and general educa-

tion curricular matters. Her research interest stems from related English

language classroom issues, including investigations into the nature of aca-

demic writing, objective testing in large-scale English language proûciency

assessment, and the validation of test descriptors. She has also recently
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published in educational practice and scholarship journals such as the

Higher Education Research & Development Society of Australasia’s

(HERDSA’s) journal and the Asian Journal for the Scholarship of

Teaching and Learning.

qianwen joyce yu is a PhD candidate in the Department of English at City

University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China. Her research focuses on

health communication, discourse analysis, English language education, and

sociolinguistics. Her research has appeared in journals such as Health

Communication, English for Speciûc Purposes, and Journal of English for

Academic Purposes.

rui yuan is an associate professor at the Faculty of Education of the

University of Macau. His research interests include language teacher educa-

tion and EMI in higher education. He has published extensively on these

topics in over twenty international journals on TESOL and teacher education.

tiefu zhang is an associate professor in applied linguistics and the director

of the Multilingual Practice and Education Institution at the University of

Electronic Science and Technology of China. His research interests include

instructed second language acquisition, second language writing, and indi-

vidual learner differences. He has recently published in journals such as

System and International Journal of Bilingualism.

sihan zhou is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum and

Instruction, Faculty of Education at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

She completed her DPhil at the University of Oxford as a Swire Scholar, and

is a key member of EMI Oxford Research Group. Her research focuses

on students’ learning in English-medium higher education. Her work has

most recently appeared in journals such as Language Teaching, System;

International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism; Studies in

Second Language Learning and Teaching; Applied Linguistics Review; ELT

Journal; and RELC Journal.
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