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Myth, Ritual, and Society in Mycenaean Anatolia

Despite the Mycenaean Linear B script having been deciphered some

seventy years ago, much has remained uncertain regarding the ritual

ideology of Mycenaean society that the Linear B documents reveal.

Roger Woodard here explores this problem by investigating a new

range of sources from the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age, together

with processes of the transfer of knowledge between Anatolia and

European Hellas. Bringing together evidence from Mycenaean culture

with mythic and cult traditions of Iron-Age Greek culture and Indo-

Iranian sources, he reveals the close parallels between Mycenaean and

Vedic ritual structures and practices, these being particular expressions

of Mycenaean Asianism. He also demonstrates how features inspired

from Indo-Iranian sources are present in Aeolian Greek epic traditions

that emerged during the Iron Age, notably the Argonautic search for the

Golden fleece.

Roger D. Woodard is Andrew van Vranken Raymond Professor of the

Classics at the University at Buffalo (The State University of New York).

He has held fellowships at the Center for Hellenic Studies of Harvard

University, the American Academy in Rome, and the University of

Oxford, and is the author and editor of numerous books, most recently

Aeolic and Aeolians: Origins of an Ancient Greek Language and Its

Community of Speakers.
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. Lāwāgetās (ra-wa-ke-ta) 

. Témenos (τέμενος) 

.. *Hreg
˘

- and Delimited Sacred Space 

. Apollo Agyieus (Ἀγυιεύς) 

. Proto-Indo-European *hag
˘

- and Its Reflexes as Expressions

of Warrior Action 

.. Apollo Agyieus at Tegea: The Warrior

Traversing Space 

.. Stratós (στρατός) and the Warrior Horde

Traversing Space 

.. Phérein kaì ágein (φέρειν καὶ ἄγειν) and the Warrior Horde

Traversing Space 

.. Priests, Warriors, Agriculturalists: Pylos Un  and a

Mycenaean Ideology 

.. Sa-ra-pe-da: Elevation in Cult Space and Anatolian and

Vedic Connections 

. Some Interpretative Conclusions 

 Potnia of the Labyrinth, Initiation of the King, and the
Triple Sacrifice 

. Introduction 

. Potnia of the Da-pu

-ri-to 

.. Dabúrinthos (δαβύρινθος) and labúrinthos
(λαβύρινθος) 

.. Labyrinth as Mycenaean Delimited

Sacred Space 

. Triple Animal Sacrifices: Roman, Vedic,

Mycenaean 

.. Roman suovetaurilia 

.. Vedic Sautrāma
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_
na

TrGF Radt  and 

West West  and 

xiv List of Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781009424516
www.cambridge.org

