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LOUISE FARRENC: NONET FOR WINDS

AND STRINGS

As well as being a virtuoso pianist, Louise Farrenc became the first woman to
hold a permanent position as professor at the Paris Conservatoire while continu-
ing to compose symphonic and chamber music. This handbook introduces
readers to Farrenc and her contemporaries with a focus on professional women
musicians in nineteenth-century Paris. Farrenc’s music was much admired by her
contemporaries, including Robert Schumann and Hector Berlioz. The acclaimed
Nonet (1849) incorporated playful dialogue within the ensemble, virtuosic dis-
play, and an artful balance of newer and older compositional methods, garnering
critical and artistic success and official recognition for the composer. Its perform-
ance history shows how musicians managed the logistics of professional life:
forming and sustaining relationships, organizing concerts and tours, and promot-
ing their work in the musical press. The book’s nuanced analytical approach and
historical insights will allow students, performers, and listeners a fresh appreci-
ation of Farrenc’s work.

marie sumner lott is an Associate Professor in the School of Music at
Georgia State University. She is the author of The Social Worlds of Nineteenth-
Century Chamber Music (2015), which was awarded the AMS 75 PAYS publi-
cation subvention from the American Musicological Society, and over a dozen
articles and book chapters on nineteenth-century chamber music.
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The New Cambridge Music Handbooks series provides accessible
introductions to landmarks in music history, written by leading experts
in their field. Encompassing a wide range of musical styles and genres,
it embraces the music of hitherto under-represented creators as well as
re-imagining works from the established canon. It will enrich the
musical experience of students, scholars, listeners and performers alike.
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