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Uncertain Futures

Why is the world not moving fast enough to solve the climate crisis?
Politics stand in the way, but experts hope that green investments, com-
pensation, and retraining could unlock the impasse. However, these
measures often lack credibility. Not only do communities fear these
policies could be reversed, but they have seen promises broken before.
Uncertain Futures proposes solutions to make more credible promises
that build support for the energy transition. It examines the perspec-
tives of workers, communities, and companies, arguing that the climate
impasse is best understood by viewing the problem from the ground
up. Featuring voices on the front lines such as a commissioner in Car-
bon County deciding whether to welcome wind, executives at energy
companies searching for solutions, mayors and unions in Minnesota
battling for local jobs, and fairgoers in coal country navigating their
uncertain future, this book contends that making economic transitions
work means making promises credible.

ALEXANDER FE. GAZMARARIAN is a doctoral candidate in the Depart-
ment of Politics at Princeton University, where he is researching how to
unlock the climate impasse. He is currently writing a book with Helen
Milner about how global warming will reshape politics.

DUSTIN TINGLEY is Professor of Government at Harvard University.
He is the author of numerous articles on the politics of climate change,
international relations, international political economy, and statistical
methodology. His book Sailing the Water’s Edge, with Helen Mil-
ner, won the Gladys M. Kammerer Award for the best book on U.S.
national policy.
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The Politics of Climate Change

Climate change may be the most important political challenge of our time.
This new series will address large questions about the politics of climate
change and feature scholarship that is problem-driven, crosses traditional subfield
boundaries, and meets the discipline’s highest standards for innovation, clarity
and empirical rigor. Although focused on political science, it will incorporate

empirical work on climate politics from across the social sciences.
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To the people who welcomed us into their communities and
shared their stories, this book would not be possible without you.

To our families, whose durable support was without doubt.
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