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�e success of Islamic imperialism in the period from the conquests to the 

Ayyubid dynasty has traditionally been explained as purely the result of mil-

itary might. �is book, however, adopts a bottom–up approach which puts 

social relationships and local power dynamics at the centre of the Islamic 

empire’s cohesion. Its chapters draw on sources in diverse languages: not just 

Arabic but also Greek, Coptic, Syriac, Hebrew, and Bactrian, showing how dif-

ferent linguistic communities intersected and contributed to a connected yet 

diverse empire. �ey highlight how not just literary and historical texts but 

also physical documents and archaeological evidence should be incorporated 

into writing histories of the late antique and early medieval Middle East. Social 

institutions and relationships explored include oaths; petitions, decrees, and 

begging letters; and �nancial frameworks such as debt and taxation. �is title is 

also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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�e transliteration of languages other than Arabic, Persian, and Turkish 

follows the Library of Congress transliteration guide (www.loc.gov/catdir/

cpso/roman.html). Languages (such as Bactrian) that are not included in 

this chart follow the transliteration common in the respective �eld. Arabic, 

Persian, and Turkish words and phrases follow the system used in the Inter-

national Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES) (www.cambridge.org/core/

journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/information/

author-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide). Unlike the 

IJMES guidelines in historical contexts, Arabic and Persian personal and 

place names are transliterated according to their medieval forms, except for 

very common place names such as Alexandria (not al-Iskandariyya) or 

Damascus (not al-Dimashq). Greek, Coptic, or Latin names of places are 

added to the Arabic names when relevant. When no Arabic equivalent is 

known for a place, only the Greek, Coptic, or Latin is mentioned. In other 

words, the Greek and Coptic equivalents of Arabic toponyms are not always 

provided. Modern place names are only mentioned when referring to the 

modern location, for example, in reports on �nding places or archaeologi-

cal activities.

If not otherwise speci�ed, dates given in this volume are Common Era 

(CE) dates. If two dates are provided (e.g. 17/639), the �rst one is the year 

according to the Muslim Hijra calendar (AH) and the second, the CE date. 

Only one CE date is given even when the Muslim year falls in two CE years, 

unless an author has speci�cally added a second year. For dates preceding 

the year 1 AH, only the CE date is provided.

Papyrus and paper document editions are referenced with the abbre-

viations of the Checklist for Arabic Documents (www.naher-osten.uni-

muenchen.de/isap/isap_checklist/index.html) and the Checklist of Editions 

of Greek, Latin, Demotic, and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca, and Tablets (https://

papyri.info/docs/checklist). Translations of edited documents follow those 

of the original publications unless indicated by the authors. Otherwise, 

authors have used their own translations.

Notes on Transliteration, Place Names, Dates, Editions, 

and Translations
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�is volume is one of the outcomes of the project ‘Embedding Conquest: 

Naturalising Muslim Rule in the Early Islamic Empire (600–1000)’ led by 

Petra M. Sijpesteijn and funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant number 683194. 

�e volume, and the ‘Ties that Bind’ conference that preceded it, has 

been inestimably improved by intensive discussion and collaboration with 

the ‘Embedding Conquest’ team over several years: Alon Dar, Ed Hayes, 

Reza Husseini, Fokelien Kootstra, Birte Kristiansen Cecilia Palombo, Eline 

Scheerlinck, Petra M. Sijpesteijn  and Nynke van der Veldt. �e framing of 

the topics covered by this volume, then, is crucially indebted to suggestions 

and criticisms of members of this team over the several years of its incubation 

and production. In addition to the intellectual debate that allowed for this 

volume to exist, Birte Kristiansen, in particular, worked tirelessly on the 

concrete steps of editing and organizing to bring the project to fruition. 

�e publication of the book was also supported by the Juynboll Stichting 

which allowed for the expert services of Dr Philip Grant to produce an 

index, and the Leiden University libraries for hosting the conference which 

preceded it.
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