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Weights and Measures, Property Qualifications and Salaries 

Roman coins and measures 

aureus ('gold piece') 

denarius (' 10 as piece') 

sestertius, sesterce (HS) 

as 

quad rans ('quarter') 

modius 

sextarius ('sixth') 

pedalis ('measuring one foot') 

bissales ('measuring two thirds of a foot') 

cubitum ('forearm', cubit) 

milia pas.rnum (mile, Roman, of 

'one thousand paces·) 

iugerum 

centuria 

gold coin (7 g) = 25 denarii 

silver coin (3.5 g) = 4 sesterces 

bronze coin = 2½ asses, used as unit for 

counting money 

copper com 

copper coin = ½ as 

measure of capacity/weight (8.62 I = 6.65 

kg wheat) 

measure of capacity (c. 500 ml) 

29.6 cm 

19.7 cm 

c. 46 cm 

c. 1479 m 

square measure (0.25 ha) 

division of land (200 iugera) 

Greek (Attic) coins and measures, commonly used in Greek-speaking provinces 

talent (Attic) = 6,000 drachmae 

drachma (Attic) silver coin (4.36 g) = 6 obols, notionally 

equivalent to I denarius. (The Alexandrian 

drachma used in Egypt was notionally 

equivalent to one sestertius.) 

stade 178.6 m 

schoenus measure of distance coverable in one hour, 

30-40 stades 

plethron square measure (929 sq. m) 

Property Qualifications and Salaries 

To be a Roman senator, a man had to possess property worth at least 

The property of the Younger Pliny has been estimated at 

HS 

1,000,000 

20,000,000 

3,000,000 

400,000 

100,000 

He bought one estate (Ep. 3.19.7) for 

A Roman eques had to possess property worth at least 

A local councillor might have to possess (amounts varied) 

The highest value of the estates of a landowner who borrowed 

money on the Veleia maintenance schemes (see below, 250) was 

Senators who governed provinces received annual salaries of 

Equites in imperial service would receive salaries of 

Before Domitian's pay rise. basic legionary annual pay was 

After the pay rise, it was 

At Rome, men received 60 mod ii of wheat annually, worth 

1,200,700 

400,000 

60,000-200,000 

900 

1,200 

c.300-360 
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Editorial Conventions 

7 

square brackets enclose words or letters which are missing in the original 

text and have been restored by the editor or translator. 

[ .... ] dots in square brackets represent letters missing in the original text. 

[---] dashes in square brackets represent an uncertain amount of missing text. 

( ) round brackets enclose additions to the original text made by the editor or 

translator, such as the expansion of abbreviated words, or explanatory notes. 

< > angle brackets enclose letters or words omitted by error in the original text. 

dots outside brackets mark where the translator has omitted part of the text. 
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