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PREFACE

Due acknowledgement must be paid here to the book on which this collection
of translations is based: E. W. Gray’s second edition of Sources for Roman
History, 133-70 B.C. (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1960). The first edition by A. H.
J. Greenidge and A. M. Clay was published as long ago as 1903, and I am happy
to note the agreeable coincidence that Dr, Greenidge was then, as I am now,
tutor in ancient history at Brasenose College.*

I have not followed the pattern of ‘Greenidge and Clay’ in every detail. Some
pieces included there are omitted here, rather more pieces have been added or
extended. In particular, I have often chosen to vary the layout of passages
within particular years so as to face the reader with more continuous excerpts
from certain authors. But this present book is in substance a translation of what
is to be found there, and without it the labour would have been Herculean.

As with ‘Greenidge and Clay’, so too here the evidence is arranged by
consular years, and generally by subject-matter within those years. Though
convenient for some purposes, not least that conflicts or variations between
different sources stand out clearly, this arrangement inevitably leads to “bitti-
ness”, and renders the flavour and emphasis and value of individual authors
elusive. This defect I have tried to palliate a little by citing more continuous and
extensive excerpts in several instances.

All the translations are my own, so the blame for errors and infelicities can be
laid squarely on my own shoulders. I hope there are not too many of these. [ am
most grateful to Mr. Alan Towey of Harrow School for compiling the Indices.

Brasenose College, Oxford, D. L. Stockton
June 1981.

*Mr. Mark Greenstock of Harrow School, a former pupil of mine who engaged me for
this task in his capacity as General Editor of LACTORsS, completes a Brasenose trio.
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