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Abstract: Speech act theory has been foundational in establishing
pragmatics as an independent field of inquiry; yet, recent pragmatic
research appears to have drifted away from the theoretical
investigation of speech acts. This Element explores the reasons why this
is so, focusing on the difference of perspective that emerges when the
scope of the discipline is viewed through a narrow versus a broad lens.
Following an overview of the initial exposition of speech act theory by
Austin, it tracks its evolution, through subsequent Searlean and Gricean
elaborations, to the currently received view. This view is then found to
have diverged substantially from Austin’s original vision, largely due to
its alignment with the narrow conception of pragmatics. Against this
backdrop, it is suggested that embracing the broad take on the
discipline can allow for a reintegration of Austin’s vision into the way we
theorise about speech acts.

Keywords: speech acts, force, meaning, component/narrow pragmatics,
perspective/broad pragmatics

© Stavros Assimakopoulos 2025

ISBNs: 9781009539357 (HB), 9781009378369 (PB), 9781009378376 (OC)
ISSNs: 2633-6464 (online), 2633-6456 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009378369
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-37836-9 — Speech Act Theory
Stavros Assimakopoulos

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents
1 Introduction 1
2 Two Takes on the Scope of Pragmatics 3
3 Speech Act Theory: Setting the Scene 10
4 The Inception of Speech Act Theory 11

5 The Received View of Speech Act Theory in Pragmatics 25

6 Back to the Origins: An Evaluation of the Received View 42

7 Speech Acts as Context-Driven Actions 52
8 By Way of Conclusion 62
References 64

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009378369
www.cambridge.org

