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In this volume, Salih Sayilgan explores the problem of evil and suffering in
Islamic theology along with the questions that both religious and nonreli-
gious people alike perennially ask: Why is there evil and suffering? What
is God’s role in both natural and moral evil? If God is loving, just, and
powerful, why is there innocent suffering? Do humans have free will or
are they predestined to act in a certain way? Examining both theoretical
and practical theodicy in Islam, Sayilgan provides Muslim perspectives on
natural and moral evil in light of Islamic theological concepts. He interro-
gates several specific topics related to evil and suffering, including death,
sickness, aging, disability, climate change, and pandemics. These topics are
explored through case studies from the lives of Muslims, with particular
attention given to the American context. A comparative and dialogical
study, this volume also engages with Zoroastrian, Hindu, Buddhist, Jew-
ish, and Christian approaches, as well as nonreligious perspectives.

This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme and may also be avail-
able Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details. This title

is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

SALIH SAYILGAN is an assistant teaching professor in the Department
of Theology and Religious Studies at Georgetown University. He is the
author of Exploring Islam: Theology and Spiritual Practice in America (For-

tress Press, 2021).
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Everything will perish except His Face. Judgment belongs to Him,
and to Him you will be returned.
Qur’an 28:88

I complain of my sorrow and grief to God alone.
Qur’an 12:86
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