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Paul’s discussion of marriage and singleness in 1 Corinthians 7 has
long presented exegetical challenges, beginning with the chapter’s
opening statement: ‘It is good for a man not to touch a woman.’
Interpreters continue to debate whether the ascetic language of the
statement reflects the views of Paul or the Corinthians. They also
debate the motivations for the rise of an ascetic movement in
Corinth. In this groundbreaking study, Barry N. Danylak offers
a fresh solution to these conundra. Using evidence from Egyptian
census papyri, he demonstrates the prevalence of secular singleness
in Roman urban environments. He also draws on classic Greek
marriage debates to argue that the Corinthians’ disposition likely
reflected an Epicurean perspective of secular singleness and that
Paul himself was responsible for the ‘touch’ language as a rhet-
orical adaptation in his response to the Corinthians’ question.
Combining fresh evidence with attentive analysis, Danylak’s study
thus proposes a viable resolution to these long-standing exegetical
challenges.

REV. BARRY N. DANYLAK is executive director of SEE Global, an
international ministry, where he serves as research theologian and
visiting professor on topics related to global singleness. He holds
master’s degrees in mathematics and theology and a PhD in New
Testament studies. He is the author of Redeeming Singleness: How
Scripture Affirms the Single Life (2010).
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