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THE NORTH CAUCAS IAN KINGDOM

OF ALANIA ,    –    

The kingdom of Alania was the most powerful polity in the medieval
North Caucasus. It contained strategic mountain passes across the
Caucasus Mountains, as well as urban centres larger than any in contem-
porary Rus’. Its kings retained power from the mid ninth to the late
eleventh century, intermarried with the ruling families of Georgia and
Byzantium and led armies that terrorised the South Caucasus. In this, the
first book to explore the subject in the English language, John Latham-
Sprinkle sheds light on how the kings of Alania came to embody the
‘power of the foreign’ – the status which accrued to individuals who
could access the material and spiritual products of distant lands – thus
rendering the development of a state structure unnecessary. Challenging
existing narratives that centre elites and the state, Latham-Sprinkle pro-
vides an important contribution to the historiography of medieval state
formation, Christianisation and transregional connection.
This title is part of the Flip it Open programme and may also be

available open access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

 - is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Vrije
Universiteit Brussel. He is also a coordinator of the Medieval Caucasus
Network.
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Advisory Editors:
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The series Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought was inaugurated by
G. G. Coulton in 1921; Professor John H. Arnold now acts as General Editor of
the Fourth Series, with Dr Christopher Briggs, Dr Helen Gittos, Professor Adam
J. Kosto and Dr Magnus Ryan as Advisory Editors. The series brings together
outstanding work by medieval scholars over a wide range of human endeavour
extending from political economy to the history of ideas.

This is book 125 in the series, and a full list of titles in the series can be found at:
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NOTE ON THE TEXT

Where possible, I have provided a reference to both the critical edition
and a translation of primary sources. However, this has not been possible
in the case of languages that I have no knowledge of (Hebrew,
Armenian, Syriac, Chinese) and in cases where no critical edition or
translation was available. Primary source quotations are transliterated,
rather than given in the original script, in order to aid the reader in cases
where the argument relies on the phonology of the text. A few terms are
given in the original script where the argument relies on misspellings of
these words. To aid comparability between different editions, chapter
numbers are given for Greek and Latin sources only, since Arabic, Persian
and Georgian sources largely only have one or two critical editions.

Greek is transcribed using the American Library Association – Library
of Congress System, with rough breathings marked by an initial h but
accents unmarked.

Russian is also transcribed using the American Library Association –

Library of Congress System; thus, я is transcribed ia not ya. However, to
aid readability on computers without Romanised Cyrillic Unicode fonts
installed, I have eliminated accent marks, for example over ts. Where
relevant, I have retained pre- orthography and transliterated
accordingly.

To aid pronunciation, Georgian is transcribed using the Georgian
National System – thus ც and ხ are transcribed as ts and kh respectively,
rather than c and x.

Arabic and Persian are transliterated using the American Library
Association – Library of Congress System.

There are a few exceptions to these rules. I have not altered book titles
or author names transliterated using different systems in order to aid the
reader in locating these works. In the same vein, I have transcribed names
of people and locations by their commonly used English equivalent –
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hence Moscow rather than Moskva and Procopius rather
than Prokopios.
Dates are given in the AH system when referring to an Islamicate

source that uses this dating system, with equivalent CE dates given after a
slash (thus / = AH / CE).

Note on the Text

xiii
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